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UPCOMING EVENTS 

January 29, 2020
Chat with the Mayor, 
Church for the Nations, 
200 W Frontier St. - 8 am
February 3, 2020 
Best of Payson Banquet, 
Mazatzal Casino Ballroom, 5 pm
February 4, 2020
Special Town Council Meeting
Town Hall - 4:00 pm 
February 5, 2020
Chat with the Mayor, 
Church for the Nations, 
200 W Frontier St. - 8 am

✍ 
SIGN UP HERE: 

news@savepaysonaz.com 
to receive via email 

The Payson Newspaper 
is not affiliated with the 
Mayor or Town Council.  

We have formed independently 
and are answering a call from 

the public for true news, 
a fresh alternative.
Out with the old, 

in with the TRUE!

DUCEY BUDGETS $600 Million more than Current Year!

PAGE 1FUN FACT:  Cows kill more people than sharks do.

The Splash Pad Story

Payson’s New Splash Pad Process Detailed
The desire for a splash pad was prompted by local families and a group of 
individuals who would later become members of the newly formed Splash 
Pad  Committee.  The  members  of  the  committee  are  Kris  Morrissey, 
Sharon  King,  Lori  Mills,  Deb  LaBonte,  and  Lori  Thompson.   This 
committee came about because there was a lot of buzz in the community, 
from mostly families, who saw splash pads being installed at other places 
in the state.  Splash Pads are a great way to cool off in the hot Arizona 
summer  months  and  are  at  town parks,  hotels,  resorts,  and  RV parks.  
Then  the  committee  approached  the  Town  Council  asking  them  to 
recognize  their  committee  and  their  purpose.  The  Council  gave  their 
blessing to the Splash Pad Committee and they were off and running. ☞

The  new Splash Pad at Green Valley Park will resemble the above photo and be a welcomed 
summer attraction.  Opening this Summer!
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The  initial  research  was  done  by  Lori  Mills,  who 
contacted  30+ towns to  find  out  how each of  them 
went  about  building  their  water  feature.   She 
discovered  data  including  initial  costs,  maintenance 
cost,  water  consumption,  etc.   Taking  into  account 
water,  sewer,  restroom  proximity,  and  access  to  an 
electrical source, they believed that Green Valley Park 
would  be  the  best  location  to  accommodate  the 
project.  Green Valley Park was more family oriented, 
especially with the recent  update to the playground. 
More research pointed them to  a  space on the  East 
side of the restrooms, next to the playground.  This 
was  the  perfect  spot,  and  was  designated  for  the 
project.
Painted  Sky  Engineering  volunteered  to  walk  the 
space with the committee and help them understand 
the logistics of putting a splash pad in that area.  They 
were looking to use an area of approximately 3,000 
sq/ft.  The pad itself is smaller, but includes an over-
splash area.  The committee met with the Sanitation 
Department to discuss their options, and found that the 
selected area had the proper drainage needed.  Then 
they met with the Water Department and APS. This 
helped the committee  know what  would need to  be 
done  before  beginning  work.  Most  of  the  needed 
elements (water, electricity, sewer) were there, so from 
an engineering stand point the proposed spot was also 
the most ideal.  
When  the  committee  met  with  APS,  the  Sanitary 
District, and the Water Department each looked at the 
space, and were optimistic about the possibilities. It is 
contiguous to the playground as well as the restroom.  
This was important because there will  be legislation 
coming soon regulating the distance of a splash pad to 
a  restroom.  They  must  be  close,  so  by  putting  the 
splash  pad  in  this  space,  it  will  be  ahead  of  those 
regulations. 
Lori  Thompson  was  a  huge  help  with  her  town 
recreation  experience.   She  said,  “The  most 
challenging element was obviously the cost. Because 
these are custom-built for each location, it’s not easy 
to get an accurate estimate.”  There were two major 
cost drivers: the size and the amount of water needed. 
The water features were also a cost factor.  Operation 
cost  is  dependent  on  the  water  features.   There  are 
many different kinds of water features, from dumping 
buckets to spray cannons.  A single feature can cost up 
to  $50,000.   That  obviously  was  not  a 
recommendation from the committee.  The proposed 
plan  would  cost  approximately  $200,000  to  put  the 

pad in place along with 4-6 water features.  Of course, 
there is a lot of “wiggle room” in there, so that was an 
estimated cost. When the Town takes over the project, 
they  would  have  the  freedom  to  choose  the  water 
features that would like and are within budget. 
The  maintenance  would  cost  between  $15,000-
$25,000 each season.  This is a rough approximate, as 
the research was inconclusive because there weren’t 
any towns that had this expense as an individual cost 
in their budget.   It  was simply a part  of their parks 
budget.  The total budgeted amount was $250,000.
The Splash Pad serves the Town’s community, it’s on 
Town  property,  and  it  would  be  maintained  by  the 
Town,  so  it  should  be  paid  for  by  the  Town.  
Snowflake and Holbrook received grants via National 
Parks and Recreation for projects like the Splash Pad.  
Courtney Spawn commented, “We would still have to 
have the revenue place in line, in budget, to accept a 
grant. We could not go out today and apply for and 
accept a grant because there’s nowhere to put it. It has 
to be approved in the budget before hand.”
Stay tuned for updates on the Splash Pad!  ★ 

  The Payson Newspaper has been created by 
citizens of Payson who demand the TRUTH be told 
in Payson.  If there is only one source for news, and 
the reporting is completely biased, you’re not 
getting the whole story.  We feel newspapers have 
a responsibility to the community to keep the 
people informed without trying to promote an 
agenda for their own personal gain.  To disinform 
the public is wrong, any way you look at it.  What is 
written today is our history tomorrow.  It is too 
important to let one group continue to deprive us 
of the truth; thus this publication was born. 
  We check the facts, and provide the link to the 
proof so you can see it for yourselves. We care 
about our history being written with truth and 
integrity.  The people should have a voice, and be 
able to question things in our town without threats. 
This is our town, it belongs to the people. If you 
would like to be on the email list for The Payson 
Newspaper or to submit an ad send an email to 
news@savepaysonaz.com.  We ask that you help 
our efforts and get the word out to neighbors, 
friends and family.  Please print and distribute to as 
many people as you’d like.  

Thank You!

PAGE 2FUN FACT:  A sheep, a duck and a rooster were the first passengers in a hot air balloon.
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Ducey Budgets $600 
Million more than 
Current Year 
By Chris Herstam - January 27, 2020  AZMIRROR.com

The State Capitol budget is on an election year fast track, 
and that’s  OK. Republican legislators should pass Gov. 
Doug Ducey’s fiscal year 2021 budget recommendation 
as  is,  thus eliminating what  has  become a closed-door, 
drawn-out  GOP budget  process.  Democratic  legislators 
can protest with their votes against it.
It’s  abundantly  clear  that  the  governor  and  GOP 
leadership  will  not  allow  the  Democrats  a  seat  at  the 
budget negotiating table. 
And in that context,  let’s face it:  Ducey’s $12.3 billion 
spending  plan  for  next  year  is  the  best  Arizonans  can 
hope  for,  compared  to  more  conservative  Senate  and 
House Republican budget proposals. Thanks to a growing 
economy  that  produced  a  huge  budget  surplus,  Ducey 
proposes  to  spend  about  $600  million  more  than  the 
current  year.  The  senate  GOP  proposal  spends  $100 
million less than the governor’s recommendation. 
Half of the increased spending in the Ducey budget goes 
to K-12 public schools. While that’s clearly not enough, 
the  ultimate  answer  for  long-underfunded  Arizona 
schools  isn’t  in  the  budget:  It’s  the  new,  dedicated  $1 
billion in annual funding that the Invest in Education Act 
seeks at the November ballot. Thank goodness. 
The governor wants to throw $35 million in new dollars 
at  the  state  universities  and  fully  funds  community 
college STEM and workforce development programs in 
three  of  Arizona’s  largest  counties.  Public  safety 
investment and transportation needs highlight additional 
spending items.
Ducey even gives Secretary of State Katie Hobbs nearly 
$24 million needed to run the 2020 election process and 
address cybersecurity needs.
The  gubernatorial  budget  is  far  from  perfect.  Arizona 
advocates from a variety of fields are correct in calling 
for additional funding. But this proposal is the best they 
can  get  until  the  Democrats  take  over  at  least  one 
legislative chamber in November.
So, rally around the Ducey budget and move on!

By the way… which idiot legislator in 1990 sponsored 
the  creation  of  the  state’s  Rainy  Day  Fund  that  now 
contains more than $1 billion, thus depriving necessary 
state  services  of  enormous  financial  support?  Oh wait! 
That was me.
I never dreamed 30 years ago that the fund would one day 
hold such a massive amount of taxpayer dollars. Or that a 
governor would pound his chest over the obscene pot of 
money that  just  sits  there  waiting  for  a  recession.  The 
purpose of the Rainy Day Fund remains sound. But really, 
$1 billion? Half that amount would be prudent.

Weed initiative and criminal justice reform
The  organizers  of  the  “Smart  and  Safe  Act”  –  the 
initiative effort to legalize recreational marijuana – were 
shrewd to include a provision allowing people previously 
convicted of marijuana possession to have their records 
expunged.
Why? Because political consultants will tell you that, in 
2020, criminal justice reform of any kind is popular with 
voters of both political parties. 
While  the  proposed  initiative  allows  Arizonans  21  and 
older  to  possess  up  to  an  ounce  of  marijuana,  anyone 
previously arrested for or convicted of possessing up to 
2.5 ounces can have their damaging record erased. 
By  the  way,  the  recreational  marijuana  ballot  measure 
will pass easily in November. 

Nonprofit political manipulation by APS
Earlier  this  month,  The  New York  Times  reported  that 
utilities across the country have turned to local chapters 
of  the  NAACP to  support  efforts  to  defeat  renewable 
energy projects and maintain the fossil-fuel status quo.
The  storied  civil  rights  organization  is  now  urging  its 
local chapters to stop supporting utility policies and rate 
increases  that  ultimately  harm  black  communities  less 
equipped to cope with climate change.
Why do many local NAACP chapters jump in bed with 
utilities?  Because  the  utilities  are  huge  donors  to  their 
nonprofit programs. 
This utility strategy is not directed at just the NAACP, as 
evidenced in  a  recent   report  by the  Energy and Policy 
Institute. According to the report, from 2013 to 2017, ten 
of  the  largest  utilities  in  the  nation –  including APS – 
gave about $1 billion in donations to nonprofit entities in 

an attempt to influence utility public policy. ☞

PAGE 3FUN FACT:  Only one person in two billion will live to be 116 or older.
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To  receive  the  large  utility  contributions  (generated 
primarily  from  ratepayers),  the  NAACP local  chapters 
often  “repeated  industry  talking  points  in  newspaper 
opinion articles, written comments to state regulators and 
testimony in public hearings.“
Sadly, APS has brought these shady political activities to 
Arizona. 
The  report  reveals  what  we  already  knew from filings 
APS  made  in  response  to  Corporation  Commissioner 
Sandra Kennedy‘s subpoena of the utility and its parent 
company, Pinnacle West. Between 2013 and 2017, APS 
spent $72 million on political campaigns, $4.5 million on 
lobbying and $59 million on marketing. But what caught 
my  eye  was  the  reported  $46  million  of  “charitable 
giving” to nonprofit organizations.
There  is  a  long  history  of  Arizona  utility  companies 
making  generous  charitable  donations  to  nonprofit 
entities – but without any quid pro quo.
In 2016 and 2017, APS applied and lobbied for a big rate 
increase at the Corporation Commission. They got it by a 
4-1  vote.  Pinnacle  West  stock  value  rose,  pleasing 
investors  as  well  as  executive  management  and  board 
members who owned massive amounts of stock.
We later learned that a letter to the ACC supporting the 
hefty and controversial APS rate increase was signed by 
15 Arizona nonprofits. Why would an organization allow 
its name to be used in support of an electric rate increase? 
Let’s follow the money.
Eight of those 15 nonprofits  received donations greater 
than $100,000 (out of a total $1.6 million in charitable 
donations awarded by APS to the 15 between 2013 and 
2017)  and  allowed their  names  to  appear  on  letters  of 
support  to  the  Corporation  Commission.  The  total 
contributions each received from APS over the five-year 
period are:
• Chicanos Por La Causa – $462,000
• Valle del Sol – $251,000
• Friendly House – $185,000
• United Way of Yavapai County – $159,000
• Greater Phoenix Urban League – $125,000
• The Victoria Foundation – $123,000
• Phoenix Indian Center – $110,000
• Valley Youth Theatre – $103,000

Another seven nonprofits received smaller donations, but 
also allowed their names to be used on letters supporting 

PAGE 4FUN FACT:  There are 60,000 miles of blood vessels in the human body.
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the APS rate increase.  Is  it  just  “coziness,” or  political 
corruption? Either way, it’s extremely disappointing.
(Note: I lobbied for Chicanos Por La Causa budget causes 
at the state capitol during and before this time period. I 
also lobbied for APS until September 2014.)
Presidential battlegrounds include purple AZ
If  ever  there  was  confirmation  that  Arizona  is  a  2020 
presidential  race  battleground state,  it’s  the  Democratic 
National Committee’s announcement last week that it is 
pouring significant financial resources into just six states 
identified  as  winnable  and  crucial  to  a  Democratic 
victory.
The  six  states  are  Michigan,  Florida,  Wisconsin, 
Pennsylvania, North Carolina and Arizona. 
The  DNC  investment,  made  through  the  Arizona 
Democratic  Party,  will  benefit  not  only  the  eventual 
Democratic  presidential  nominee  campaign  in  Arizona, 
but  also  other  “down  ballot”  races.  Democratic 
campaigns for U.S. Senate, Congress, three Corporation 
Commission seats, county offices, and legislative contests 
all should be positively impacted.
One presumes the Republican National  Committee will 
be doing likewise. It’ll be a bloody political war in our 
state. Hang on tight! ★ 

PAGE 5FUN FACT:  On average, 12 newborns will be given to the wrong parents daily.
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A vape is sometimes called an e-cigarette, vape 
pen, e-hookah, or mod.  All of these names refer to 
an electronic tobacco product.  Vapes typically 
have a liquid that is heated to create an aerosol, 
which the user inhales.  Vapes can contain high 
amounts of nicotine, which is harmful to your brain 
and can cause addiction .  .They  can expose your 
lungs to harmful chemicals, such as formaldehyde 
and acrolein, and toxic metal particles, such as 
chromium, nickel, and lead.  Not all vapes contain 
nicotine, but most do.  And regardless of whether 
they have nicotine, all vapes can contain toxic 
chemicals . E-liquids, made primarily from 
propylene glycol and glycerol, break down into 
harmful chemicals known to cause lung damage 
and cancer.Vapes have not been approved to help 
people quit smoking.  The safest option for your 
health is to be completely tobacco-free, since 
nicotine in any form can be disruptive to brain 
development.  Quitting vaping is hard, but there 
a r e r e s o u r c e s th a t c a n h e lp : h t t p s : //
teen.smokefree.gov/quit-vaping 

Using e-cigarettes can damage your lung cells.  
Additionally, some e-cigarettes with buttery flavors 
like caramel, toffee, or chocolate can contain the 
flavorings diacetyl and acetoin . Diacetyl and acetoin 

are considered safe when used in food, but 
inhaling them can be harmful to your lungs.

Arizona students say they want to see a change 
when it comes to the growing vaping epidemic. 
Groups like the American Heart Association plan to 
join Valley high schoolers Thursday, as they call for 
tobacco companies to be more transparent about 
the dangers of vaping.

#QuitLying is the name of the campaign to raise 
awareness about the harm vaping causes. It's 
taking center stage at the Arizona State Capitol, as 
the number of teens who vape has more than 
doubled in the past two years, to 5 million .  That’'s 
according to a 2019 National Youth Tobacco Survey.

Another alarming finding is that more than one in 
four high school students report vaping. So, if 
you're child is not vaping, it's likely their friends 
are. 

In Arizona, more than two times as many kids 
vape, than smoke cigarettes. It's a dismal statistic as 
research shows one e-cigarette pod can contain at 
least as much nicotine as an entire pack of 
cigarettes.

On Thursday, 50 local high schoolers and the 
American Heart Association are calling attention to 
the tobacco companies spending millions on 
marketing the vaping products to youth . 

The "Quit Lying" campaign asks young people 
across the nation to personalize and share memes 
on social media, with text like "fruit flavors belong 
in snacks, not in lungs.”  ★ 

PAGE 6FUN FACT:  Beetles taste like apples, wasps like pine nuts, and worms like fried bacon.

Arizona High 
Schoolers Share 
Vaping Concerns 
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EDITORIAL - Paul Frommelt 
Just thinking aloud but:
The only entity that we directly affected by removing the 
Payson appointed RCEA Board of Directors is the RCEA.  
The  RCEA has  no  quorum to  act  on  anything  so,  the 
RCEA  cannot  act  in  any  capacity  as  a  political 
subdivision to initiate any legal action.  The RCEA has 
claimed,  and is  described as  a  separate  legal  entity,  an 
entity not controlled by any other entity or organization 
except its members parties (Town of Payson and Town of 
Star  Valley)  and  only  to  the  extent  allowed  in  the 
Intergovernmental  Agreement.   No  other  entity  or 
organization should have any grounds to bring suit due to 
their lack of legal standing and their lack of being directly 
harmed by the member’s actions.  We had no legal duty 
or responsibility to consider how our actions may affect 
any third party.  We had a right to act in our best interest 
and to protect those interests without regard to how those 
actions  my  affect  a  third  party  that  we  no  implied 
agreement or contractual relationship.  My understanding 
of our IGA with the SLE would not allow any unrelated 
third party to act on the RCEA’s behalf as it relates to the 
Town’s relationship with the RCEA.  Now enter the Lease 
–  Leaseback  Agreement  between  the  RCEA  and  the 
RCEF.  I would like to think that any agreement between 
the  RCEA and  the  RCEF  would  be  adjudicated  as  a 
relationship and that the town had taken no part in and 
has no responsibility to protect or defend.  It is my belief 
that agreements and contracts between the RCEA and the 
RCEF  would  be  adjudicated  as  fraudulent  due  to  the 
extreme conflicts  of  interests  involved and the obvious 
last  minute  maneuvering  designed to  block the  Town’s 
efforts to exercise its proper authority under the term and 
provisions  of  the  IGA  to  protect  its  interests.  So 
assuming Star Valley follows suit and removes their 
RCEA Board members, and the RCEA no longer has 
a quorum, then they can no longer do business.    I 
think  they  then  could  no  longer  be  a  part  of  any 
lawsuit,  correct?    Then Kenny will  be holding the 
bag for that one.  ★ 

PAGE 7FUN FACT: There are no clocks in Las Vegas gambling casinos.
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AFFORDABLE
RELIABLE

Faster thanDSL with
speeds up to 25Mbps,
rates startas lowas

$50/month.

CALL NOW 602-234-0917
PhoenixInternet.com/Payson

FAST
AFFORDABLE

RELIABLE
Faster thanDSL with
speeds up to 25Mbps,
rates startas lowas

$50/month.

FAST AFFORDABLE RELIABLE
Faster than DSL with speeds up to 25Mbps,

rates start as low as $50/month.

PAGE 8 FUN FACT:  Human birth control pills work on gorillas.


928.363.4163
LIKE US ON FACEBOOK
@newbeginningsthriftstore-thenook

408 W. Main Street
Payson,  AZ 85541
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