
Common ₵ents ISSUE 8 February 24, 2020

UPCOMING  
EVENTS 
February 26, 2020 
Chat with the Mayor, 
Church for the Nations, 
200 W Frontier St. - 8 am
February 27, 2020 
Town Council Meeting, 
Town Hall, 5:30 pm 
February 29, 2020
75th Anniversary of Iwo Jima
Sawmill Theater Showing
Sands of Iwo Jima - 10:00 am 
March 4, 2020
Chat with the Mayor, 
Church for the Nations, 
200 W Frontier St. - 8 am
March 12, 2020 
Town Council Meeting, 
Town Hall, 5:30 pm
March 26, 2020 
Town Council Meeting, 
Town Hall, 5:30 pm

SIGN UP HERE: 
news@savepaysonaz.com 

to receive via email 

The Payson Newspaper is not affiliated 
with the Mayor or Town Council.  

We have formed independently and are 
answering a call from the public for 

true news, a fresh alternative.
Out with the old, in with the TRUE!

EDITORIAL BY JIM FERRIS: SNELL & WILMER REFUSE TO RECOGNIZE THE SLE BOARD MEMBERS REMOVAL P5     

PAGE 1FUN FACT:   There are 5 temples in Kyoto, Japan that have blood stained ceilings.

Roundtable Meeting Helps Local Businesses
By Paige Turner 

Congressman Paul Gosar states, “I am so proud to serve the people of Arizona’s First 
Congressional District.  DC is not where you find solutions to challenges facing rural 
America. I want to encourage individuals and organizations to reach out to any of my 
offices so that we can work together to find the solutions to the problems that plague 
our nation.”  

On Tuesday afternoon, February 18th, 2020, Congressman Paul Gosar was in 
Payson hosting an intimate business roundtable at Tiny’s Restaurant.  The meeting 
was well attended by select business owners from the community.  State, Federal, and 
County representatives, were there along with skilled professionals that accompanied 
the Gosar team.  Tom Van Flein - Legislative Director/Chief Legal Counsel explained 
the concept of the meeting was to establish a dialog between the business owners and 
the Congressman’s team in order to collect information about challenges business 
owners face in Payson, and across the state.

After  everyone  introduced  themselves,  Gosar  started  with  good  news  from 
Washington D.C. about the state’s economy, and the Trump Administration’s active 
Regulatory Reform Program.  The program simplifies  the regulations required by 
business owners.  

Gosar Takes Pulse of 
Business COmmunity

From center front clockwise: Jim Muhr, Eric Santana, Mike Kaiser, Deborah Rose, Marina 
DeWit, Scott Helmer, Tracy Brown, Michael Morrison, Mike Lector, Tom Morrissey, Tom Van 
Flein, Congressman Paul Gosar, Shawn Dugan, Homer Bennett, and Darrell Stubbs.

mailto:news@savepaysonaz.com
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Trump  has  been  aggressive  in  the  program’s  execution, 
cutting 8 1/2 regulations for every 1 new regulation. Since the 
implementation, it has saved over 50 billion dollars a year in 
regulatory  costs.  That  works  out  to  saving  every  single 
American over $3,000 per year.

Mike Kaiser from Choice Truck & Auto doesn’t see logic 
in Arizona’s tax break for private party automobile sales. 

“It seems like Arizona unfairly penalizes the dealerships, 
and encourages  Craig’s 
List  auto  purchases, 
leaving  the  consumer 
unprotected  from 
fraudulent  deals.”  Said 
Kaiser.  He went on to 
say,   “The roughly 1% 
higher  tax  rate  vs.  the 
valley  dealerships  isn’t 
that  much  of  an  issue 
for me, I just take it off 
the price of the vehicle 
to stay competitive.” 

Payson’s high sales 
tax  rate  affects  all 
retailers, and now with 
discriminatory  internet 
sales  tax  rates,  and 
regulations  are  more 
complex  than  ever.  
Some agreed, it just isn’t worth the red tape to sell online or 
retail at all, because of the confusing mess of paperwork due at 
the end of every month.

Tom  Morrissey,  the  Mayor  of  Payson,  chimed  in  on 
taxation,  “The current administration is working on taking the 
tax off of essential foods like fresh vegetables, milk, meat and 
bread, and leaving the tax on processed and fast food items like 
soda, chips, pre-packaged foods.  This would allow the town to 
continue  to  generate  revenue,  but  mostly  from  tourists  and 
passers by.”

“If I could take the food tax completely away, I would. I’m 
against food taxes. But until the poorly managed Public Safety 
Personnel Retirement System (PSPRS) pension fund gets back 
on track the money from the portion of the food tax that will 
stay,  on  the  processed  food,  is   necessary.”  said  Mayor 
Morrissey.

As  the  discussion  continued  we  learned  how  Farrel 
Hoosava  must  deal  with  three  layers  of  bureaucracy  at  the 
Mazatzal  Hotel  &  Casino.  Federal  and  State  imposed 
restrictions for hiring people results in it taking up to 10 days 
before they can start work.  All new hires undergo a thorough 
background check in order to be Arizona state certified.  Under 
the  State  of  Arizona  Gaming  Compact,  Section  5  (d)  (1) 
prohibits hiring applicants with a felony.

“Applicants don’t want to wait around for days before 
they can work,  so it’s  hard to  find people to  hire.”  explains 
Hossava.   

Farrel has worked his way to the top at the Casino, he started 
working at an entry level job, and now runs the Apache Tribe’s 
Mazatzal Hotel & Casino. It’s the largest employer in Payson, 
employing over 500 people. 

Across  the  US  and  in  Arizona  water  deals  are  made 
between the Federal government and the Tribe.  However, the 
catch in the system is to complete the agreement between the 
two,  the  lawyers  at  the  Department  of  Interior  (DoI)  and 
Department  of  Indian  Affairs  (DoIA)  have  to  negotiate  the 
details.  Many tribes across the state are currently in lingering 
negotiations  with  these  lawyers.  The  lawyers  seem  to  be 
intentionally dragging their feet.  In  Hoosava’s case, dragging 
for what is now over 30 years!  This was news to the Gosar’s 
team.  Tom  Van  Flein  said,  “We  are  currently  dealing  with 
similar issues with other tribes, and are already putting pressure 
on the DoI and DoIA lawyers to stop the obvious “milking of 
the system” and get these water deals done.”   

Penny  Pew,  Gosar’s  Constituent  Services  Director, 
gathered more information from Hoosava. and will work with 
the team to help push towards an expeditious settlement for the 
Apache Tribe.

Deborah  Rose,  2020  Councilwoman  candidate,  brought  
affordable  housing to  the  attention  of  the  Congressman,  and 
asked  for  help  with  this  key  component  responsible  for 
Payson’s lack of growth.

More Business Roundtable Meetings are scheduled in the 
near  future  with  Gosar  and  his  team.   When the  details  are 
available,  we  will  get  the  word  out.   So,  keep  reading  The 
Payson News. ★

PAGE 2FUN FACT:  Saturn’s density is low enough that the planet would float in water.


  The Payson News has been created by citizens of 
Payson who demand the TRUTH be told in Payson. If 
there is only one source for news, and the reporting is 
completely biased, you’re not getting the whole story.  
We feel newspapers have a responsibility to the 
community to keep the people informed without 
trying to promote an agenda for their own personal 
gain.  To disinform the public is wrong, any way you 
look at it.  What is written today is our history 
tomorrow.  It is too important to let one group 
continue to deprive us of the truth; thus this 
publication was born. 
  We check the facts, and provide the link to the proof 
so you can see it for yourselves. We care about our 
history being written with truth and integrity.  The 
people should have a voice, and be able to question 
things in our town without threats. This is our town, it 
belongs to the people. If you would like to be on the 
email list for The Payson News or to submit an ad 
send an email to news@savepaysonaz.com.  We ask 
that you help our efforts and get the word out to 
neighbors, friends and family.  Please print and 
distribute to as many people as you’d like.   

PAST ISSUES CAN BE DOWNLOADED HERE: 
http://www.savepaysonaz.com/supporting-documents/

Thank You!

In front, Farrel Hoosava, Mazatzal Hotel 
&  Casino,  Nathan  Harding,  Walmart 
Manager,  and  Forest  Gressley,  Gila 
Concrete (in back).

mailto:news@savepaysonaz.com
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Fuzzy Math 101 
By Charlie Seraphin
In 1961 Mattel introduced Ken as the male companion for 
their  popular Barbie doll.  If  you remember Barbie 
and  Ken,  you  probably  remember  when  your 
teacher first introduced “word problems” into 
your  math lessons.  For  example:  If  Barbie 
has  two  apples,  three  oranges  and  four 
pears, and Ken asks her for one apple, one 
orange and one pear, how many pieces of 
fruit will Barbie have? 

The problems got progressively harder as 
you  advanced  through  school.  Sometimes 
teachers  would try  to  trick you by asking a 
question that you couldn’t answer. For example: 
If Ken asks Barbie to borrow her watch, what time 
is it? Obviously you can’t  answer the question with the 
information provided. 

Sometimes questions involve multiple  variables.  See if 
you can solve  this  equation:  If  Barbie  had a  community 
non-profit like the MHA with 40 million dollars and Ken, 
who still has her watch, volunteers to take control of the 
MHA,  purchases  real  estate  and  creates  tax  shelters,  is 
Barbie  maximizing  the  value  of  her  resources  for  her 
community? In other words, should Barbie be happy with 
Ken’s decisions? (Hint--At 4 percent simple annual interest, 
Barbie’s  foundation  would  earn  one  point  six  million 
dollars a year, so by 2020 the MHA should have about $47 
million dollars of value.) If Ken hires four friends and pays 
them a hundred thousand dollars a year, donates a hundred 
thousand to both of Barbie’s favorite charities, and twenty 
thousand to four different scholarship funds each year for 
four  years,  how much  money  is  left?  Should  Barbie  be 
satisfied  with  that  amount?  Those  are  tricky  questions. 

Even though there’s quite a bit of 
detailed information in the word 
problem, you’d be challenged to 
calculate  accurate  answers. 
Barbie  trusts  Ken  because  he’s 
part of the Barbie brand, (and he 
looks great in Mattel’s specially 
designed  Ken  clothing)  but  she 
can’t  know  if  Ken  is  doing  a 
good  job  or  not  without  more 
information.  Remember--you 
can’t  answer  a  question  if  you 
don’t have all the facts. 
  Fuzzy  math  makes  it 
impossible  to   solve  problems. 
When  you  get  to  high  school 
your  teachers  introduce  ethics 
into  problem-solving  equations. 

For example, we learn that not everything we read in print 
is  true.  We learn  that  people  don’t  always  tell  the  truth. 
Common sense suggests that if somebody tells you they’re 
doing one thing with your money but you’re not really sure, 
you  need  them to  provide  accounting.  Accounting  is  an 

advanced class that eliminates fuzzy math. If you have 
forty million in a foundation and you entrust it to 

somebody,  just  like  in  the  hypothetical 
problem,  the  only  way  to  determine  how 

much money you really have is to get hard 
numbers. You need to know exactly what 
was  purchased,  how  much  it  cost,  who 
was paid, how much they were paid, and 
where the rest of your money went. If this 

were a real life problem, you’d want to see 
the books on a regular basis. That’s the only 

way to calculate an accurate answer. 
Fun Fact: Mattel’s Barbie brand still generates 

approximately  a  billion  dollars  a  year.  Mattel 
doesn’t report earnings for the Ken doll.  
Stay tuned for next issue’s Fuzzy Math 101. ★ 

PAGE 3FUN FACT:  Earth is the only planet that is not named after a god.
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PAGE 4FUN FACT:  In France, it is legal to marry a dead person.
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Snell and Wilmer 
Responds to 
Board Dismissal. 
By Jim Ferris

   On February 4th of this year Barry Halpern, pictured 
above, of the Law Offices of Snell and Wilmer (S&W) 
sent  a  reply  to  the  Town  of  Payson  (Town)  attorneys 
Justin Pierce of Pierce Coleman.  S&W were replying to 
the  reasons  and  causes  I  laid  out  in  my  recitation  of 
causes for dismissal  of  the RCEA-SLE board members 
that  were  appointed  by  the  Town.   When  I  read  my 
statement  of  cause  at  the  Special  Council  Meeting  on 
January 15th, it was not the first time all Council members 
heard my statement of cause.  So, when they claim to be 
totally blindsided, it is a little disingenuous.

Mr.  Halpern  stated  that,  “The  Council’s  decision  to 
remove the Directors on the basis of Ferris’ personal and 
wildly  misleading  diatribe  is  inappropriate.”   I  think 
there’re some that need to learn what it is to be wildly 
inappropriate.  What the cabal (MHA, RCEF, and RCEA) 
have done is wildly inappropriate.  He also goes on to say, 
“RCEA will not recognize the removal of the Directors 
and demands that  the Town Council  rescind its  actions 
regarding Directors Sugarman, Richey, and Smith.”  They 
DEMAND?  

We have respectfully requested documentation that they 
are  obligated  to  provide  for  months;  yet  they  make 
demands. Mr. Halpern also stated that, “Ferris’ statement 
– or alleged ‘finding of cause’ – was riddled with factual 
inaccuracies, legal fiction, and irrelevant comments.”  If 
my  statement  was  so  flawed,  why  was  three  to  four 
thousand dollars spent on their reply?  Why didn’t they 
just file a lawsuit?

There are other questions that remain.  If we dismissed 
half of the RCEA board and no quorum exists to pay for 
and initiate legal action, then who is taking this action?  
And by the RCEA’s own admission that they are totally 
separate and apart  from the RCEF and the MHA, how 
does the RCEF, MHA or any other third party have legal 
standing  to  take  action  against  the  TOWN?   Who  is 
behind  the  opposition  of  dismissing  the  RCEA Board 
members and why?  Someone has paid well in excess of 
$100,000 to finance the recall effort, the litigation of the 
recall effort up through the Arizona Supreme Court, and 
now  to  contest  the  dismissal  of  the  RCEA  Board 
members. – WHY?

I  have  been  accused  of  having  a  crusade  against  the 
RCEA-SLE.   Yes,  if  they  are  going  to  be  a  rouge 
organization  that  is  breaking  intergovernmental 
agreements  and  taking  actions  that  adversely  affect 
Payson citizens, I’m pushing back.  I didn’t just wake up 
one  day  and  decided  to  take  confrontational  positions 
against  the  cabal.   The  cabal  came  to  the  Town  and 
requested  your  tax  dollars  to  support  their  mission.  
Doing a little  investigation,  I  realized they already had 
millions  of  your  money;  and  they  wanted  the  Payson 
citizens to put up more money for their benefit.   Their 
audacity to ask you to risk your resources for their self-
serving  venture  was  incredulous.   It’s  like  asking 
someone that barely gets by month to month to pay to fill 
up your Maserati.  They opened the can of worms and it 
seems slimy, secretive, less than forthright.

I’m sure you noticed the Roundup’s full  court  press to 
prop  up  the  MHA’s  public  relation  image.   This  is  by 
design.  They’re trying to highlight and emphasize every 
aspect  of  their  compassion  and  benevolence.  
Benevolence that was made possible by your generosity 
over  the  years.   When you  consider  what  their  annual 
investment  income  is  compared  to  what  they  give 
annually, you may not be so awestruck by their generosity 
with your money. 

Stay tuned – more to follow. ★ 

PAGE 5FUN FACT:  On Jupiter and Saturn it rains diamonds.
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PAGE 6FUN FACT:  The blob of toothpaste that sits on your toothbrush is called a "nurdle."

March 9th , 2020
6:00-7:00pm

Messengers Funeral Home
901 S. Westerly Rd . Payson , AZ 85541

For more inform ation please
contact Janell Sterner

ngccdrugtaskforce @yahoo.com
Website : www.ngccdtf.org

Facebook : @NGCCDTF

928.363.4163
LIKE US ON FACEBOOK
@newbeginningsthriftstore-thenook

408 W. Main Street
Payson,  AZ 85541

“THE NOOK”

Thrift S
tore

https://www.reuters.com/article/colgate-glaxo-nurdle/colgate-glaxo-settle-toothpaste-nurdle-lawsuit-idUSN1E7A622B20111107
https://www.reuters.com/article/colgate-glaxo-nurdle/colgate-glaxo-settle-toothpaste-nurdle-lawsuit-idUSN1E7A622B20111107


Common ₵ents ISSUE 8 February 24, 2020

PAGE 7FUN FACT:   Hunting unicorns is legal in Michigan.
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Homemade fudge
Italian gelato
Local coffee

618 N Beeline Hwy
Payson, AZ 85541

www.paysonfudge.com

Buy 1 pound of homemade fudge and get a 1/4 pound free!

928.978.0640

You can find past issues of  
The Payson News here: 
http://savepaysonaz.com/supporting-documents/
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AFFORDABLE
RELIABLE

Faster thanDSL with
speeds up to 25Mbps,
rates startas lowas

$50/month.

CALL NOW 602-234-0917
PhoenixInternet.com/Payson

FAST
AFFORDABLE

RELIABLE
Faster thanDSL with
speeds up to 25Mbps,
rates startas lowas

$50/month.

FAST AFFORDABLE RELIABLE
Faster than DSL with speeds up to 25Mbps,

rates start as low as $50/month.

PAGE 8 FUN FACT:  Barry Manilow didn't write his hit song "I Write the Songs."
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During  the  times  that  Mercury  is  retrograde,  people 
often  notice  more  challenges  with  correspondence,  our 
communication  as  we  interact  with  others.  It  can  also 
show  up  in  our  relationship  to  our  neighborhood,  our 
siblings and challenges with cars and local travel.
When Mercury is retrograde, there is a greater tendency 
for  issues  to  develop  in  these  areas  collectively  and 
personally  in  our  lives.  From  past  observations, 
approximately 25% to 30% of people are more directly 
affected during a Mercury Retrograde Cycle.
It is especially the case if the retrograde Mercury occurs 
in a significant part of their natal chart. Often those that 
have  a  strong  relationship  with  Mercury  in  their 
astrology charts are more likely to be affected, including 
Virgo and Gemini sun signs and ascendants.
Examples of the Mercury Retrograde Cycle
A classic  example  of  the  cycle  occurred  in  the  final 
grinding of the Hubble telescope mirror. During the Pre-
Shadow,  the  assumption  had  been  made  that  the 
deformation of the mirror due to the earth's gravity had 
been compensated for, prior to grinding. The Mercury 
Retrograde Proper would have been the grinding of the 
mirror  with  incorrect  calculations.  The  Post-  Shadow 
would  have  revealed  that  when  it  was  in  orbit,  the 
surface geometry was now flawed, and a later shuttle 
mission  had  to  be  created  to  fix  it  by  adding  more 
lenses.

Mercury Retrograde Dos and Don’ts
   DO:
1. Brainstorm. Think of every available solution to the 

problems you’re facing—one of them has to work 
eventually.

2.Be flexible, adaptable, and patient. You may 
have to step outside your comfort zone to come up 
with the right fix.
3.Think in broad terms. The bigger and farther 
reaching the solution is, the more likely it is to 
work.
4.Stay updated on delays and cancellations while 
traveling.
5.Keep an eye on your car. Check warning lights, 
schedule maintenance appointments, and monitor 
that gas tank (that little arrow pointing to F or E 
might not be as accurate as you think).
6.Back up your computer and phone so you don’t 
lose important data if they shut down without 
warning.
7.Revisit persistent issues from the past. You 

know that one thing that’s really been on your mind 
lately? This is the perfect time to address it and try to 

resolve it once and for all.

   DON’T:
1. Get into a negative thinking cycle. Things may be 

falling apart around you but stay positive and 
remember this is just a speed bump. You’ve got this!

2. Be a lone wolf. When things break, make an 
appointment with a professional to get them fixed and 
then sit tight rather than trying to DIY it.

3. Exaggerate. Things are bad enough without stretching 
the truth, aren’t they?!

4. Plan a big presentation or draft up important papers 
(especially legal documents). If you can’t avoid tasks 
like this, pay close attention to the details.

5. Rely only on technology. If you have an important 
meeting coming up, write down or print out the info 
you’ll need.

6. Rush. Slowing down the pace can help you eliminate 
costly mistakes.

What is Mercury Retrograde About?

PAGE 9FUN FACT:  Russia has a larger surface area than Pluto.


Mercury is the smallest and innermost planet in the Solar System. Its orbital period 
around the Sun of 87.97 days is the shortest of all the planets in the Solar System. It is 
named after the Roman deity Mercury, the messenger of the gods.

https://www.bing.com/search?q=Roman+mythology&filters=sid%3a2d00c46f-8bc6-b7da-83af-6c8eb6b1ecd2&form=ENTLNK
https://www.bing.com/search?q=Roman+mythology&filters=sid%3a2d00c46f-8bc6-b7da-83af-6c8eb6b1ecd2&form=ENTLNK
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7. Have unrealistic expectations. Because of 
misunderstandings and mix-ups, things may not turn 
out as you’d planned. Avoid disappointment by 
keeping expectations relatively low.

8. Set unrealistic timelines. Red tape can keep 
documents in a holding pattern for a long, long time.

Rightly Dividing the Word of Truth 
JESUS and the 2nd 

AMENDMENT 
By Apostle  Roscoe J. Dabnney III
Overseer, The Overcomers Church 

(Payson)

The  second  amendment  to  our  constitution  is  under  the 
ruthless attack led by people who have a desire to disarm the 
American populace, why?  The answer is simple, progressive 
liberals, people whose only quest in life is to gain power over 
their  fellow  human  beings.   The  primary  impediment  to 
achieving that goal is, armed law abiding citizens.

In The Holy Bible, Verse twelve of the eighteenth chapter 
of  the  Book of  John,  we  see  the  smartest  being  ever,  Jesus 
Christ (God in the Flesh), being betrayed by Judas, one of his 
trusted Apostles, who also served as his treasurer (He knew in 
advance  that  Judas  would  betray  him),  The  Apostle  Peter 
attempts to rescue Jesus by drawing a sword and slicing off the 
ear of Malchus, one of the arresting officers.

Jesus performs a miracle by restoring Malchus’ ear while 
ordering Peter to holster his sword.

 Notice the fact that Jesus, simply ordered the holstering of 
the weapon, but he did not order Peter to get rid of it.

Keeping the above mentioned true incident in mind, we go 
to the back of the Book of Luke.  Chapter twenty-two: verse 
thirty-five: And He (Jesus) said unto them (Disciples), “When I 
sent you without purse, scrip, and shoes, lacked ye anything?”  
And they said, “Nothing,” Verse thirty-six: then said he unto 
them,  “But  now,  he  that  hath  a  purse,  let  him  take  it,  and 
likewise his scrip and he that hath no sword, let him sell his 
garment, and buy one.” Verse thirty-seven: for I say unto you, 
that this is written must yet be accomplished in me, and he was 
reckoned among the transgressors: for the things concerning me 
have an end.  Verse thirty-eight: And they said, “Lord behold, 
here are the two swords,” And he said unto them, “It is enough 
(sufficient).”  

Notice again the fact that Jesus did not order his followers 
to get rids of the weapons, instead , he commanded them to sell 
their possessions and purchase weapons to protect themselves!

That same being, Jesus Christ, now reigning and serving 
mankind as  our  High Priest,  never  rescinded the order.   His 
followers today (Disciples) are under the same orders!

According to Jesus and the constitution, you have the God-
given right to bear arms!  ★

PAGE 10FUN FACT: There are more stars in space than there are grains of sand on every beach in the world.


ok, But what can I do about it? 
What can we do to help drive out the negative forces that have their claws deep in OUR town?  1. Pray.   
Pray for the Mayor and like-minded individuals that are fighting for your Town.  2. Stand up. Until we  
decide to stop the secrecy, back room deals, and the small group that think this is their town - and not  

OUR town, little will change. 3.  Report.  Report any activities current or past that you know are 
 or were illegal.  4. Inform.  Inform your neighbors, friends and family of the importance of getting  

involved and getting informed - with both sides of the story to discern TRUTH.  5. VOTE. This upcoming  
election it is imperative that we all vote for what we believe is the best path for OUR town. 


