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UPCOMING  
EVENTS 
March 11, 2020 
Chat with the Mayor, 
Church for the Nations, 
200 W Frontier St. - 8 am
March 12, 2020 
Town Council Meeting, 
Town Hall, 5:30 pm 
March 18, 2020
Chat with the Mayor, 
Church for the Nations, 
200 W Frontier St. - 8 am
March 19, 2020 
T.O.P. Talk, 
Town Hall, 2:00 pm
March 24, 2020 
CIP Meeting, 
Town Hall, 4:00 pm
March 26, 2020 
Town Council Meeting, 
Town Hall, 5:30 pm
★ 

SIGN UP HERE: 
news@savepaysonaz.com 

to receive via email 

Views and opinions expressed in The 
Payson News are those of the authors, 

and do not necessarily reflect our 
policy or position; none of which are 

intended to malign anyone or 
anything.  The Freedom Press, LLC.
Out with the old, in with the TRUE!

More fuzzy Math Pg 2;   EDITORIAL BY Paul Frommelt: Watch what they do, not what they say P5     

PAGE 1FUN FACT:   Every hour, Walmart earns 1.8 billion dollars in profit.

Written By:  D. Foster and Friends

 “She was just sick like any other time, 
These are the words that play in my 
head over and over. Our daughter Zoe 
had a fever, cough, and 
congestion on a Sunday. 
She started complaining 
about her ear hurting so 
I planned on taking her 
into the doctor the next 
day. Monday morning 
came and a rash had 
appeared overnight on 
her neck; a cluster of 
tiny red flat dots. I took her in and the 
doctor had concerns so she ordered 
blood work and we went in the next day. 
I got a call from the doctor Wednesday 
morning to go to the ER for more testing. 

At this point my heart dropped and I 
instantly knew something was wrong.”  
  This story is a nightmare for families 
that l ive i t , but in Payson our 
compassionate community is always 

ready and willing to offer 
support.  We are proudly the 
Heart of Arizona.  
  Recently I spent time with 
Pam McMurtry, a friend and 
neighbor here in Payson.  I 
had seen a donation jar for 
her granddaughter, Zoe, in 
the dentist office just a week 

or so before.  She told me that many of 
the local businesses in Payson have are 
helping gather donations with to help 
with a Crowdfunding Project for her 5 
year old Grand Daughter, Zoe’s, fight 
with acute lymphoblastic Leukemia. ☞   

Help Zoe Beat Leukemia

Zoe was diagnosed with high-rise acute lymphoblastic Leukemia on November 19, 2019.  When 
there’s a need to help, Payson is a community that cares.  Read more about Zoe’s diagnosis HERE.

mailto:news@savepaysonaz.com
https://www.gofundme.com/f/help-zoe-beat-leukemia
https://www.gofundme.com/f/help-zoe-beat-leukemia
mailto:news@savepaysonaz.com
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Deja Vu? 
By Paul Frommelt     
When Silvia Smith announced her retirement at the end 
of December, everyone was happy for her.   After all, she 
had worked hard for the town of Payson for 30 years.  
Her replacement, Tracie Bailey, was certainly deemed 
qualified, having served with Silvia for 18 years.   She 
served as the chief deputy town clerk the past 4 years, 
the deputy town clerk for 8 years, and as a clerk/senior 
clerk for 3 years. 

      Thus, it came as a surprise to discover that the town 
had immediately retained Silvia's services as an 'adviser' 
of sorts to assist Tracie!  After 18 years, does Tracie Bailey 
really need an adviser?   Does the town really need the 
additional payroll expense?   And how much is this 
additional layer of payroll costing the taxpayers?  

    We thought this sort of 'arrangement' had ended with 
the termination of Buzz Walker's contract last year.  If you 
remember, Buzz Walker had   retired as Payson Water 
Director in 2010.   Then it was discovered that the town 
had quietly contracted with Buzz Walker since then for an 
average payment of around $100,000.00 annually.   He 
also had the use of a town car, and town credit card!  Our 
current Water Department Director, Tanner Henry surely 
didn't need those additional years of tutelage.   Having 
worked for the town of Payson Water District since 2013, 
and working for Tetra Tech prior to that, why the 
additional layer of expense then… and now?   He was 
surely qualified to step in when Mr Walker retired!   

      Why is it so hard to change the "same old, same old" 
ways of doing business in Payson?   Haven't we learned 
our lessons yet?   Is it graft, or just ineptitude we are 
dealing with here?   Why is it so difficult to let employees 
just retire, without rewarding them with an additional 
contract to continue in the same capacity as though 
nothing has changed?   Except, of course, the extra 
paycheck!  Can we say "drain the swamp?” 
And now the question still remains:   How many other 
examples of "double dipping" are to be found in the 
town's payroll?   How many more "friends" are we going 
to uncover, embedded in town payrolls?   The question 
has been asked many times over the past several years, 
"Why has it taken Payson so long to recover from the 
recession, when other communities, and the State of 
Arizona recovered years ago?”   Why indeed!   Hopefully, 
no more Deja Vu! 

    One final thought here.  Cambridge Dictionary defines 
'Cronyism" this way...'The situation in which someone 
important gives jobs to friends, rather than to 
independent people who have the   necessary skills and 
experience.'    https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/
dictionary/english/cronyism 
Don't you think it's time that Long serving senior town 
staff, responsible for hiring additional staff, begin to treat 
the taxpayers of Payson as their 'friends' also?  ★ 

PAGE 2FUN FACT:  At one time, a popular present at Viking weddings, was kittens.

  The Payson News has been created by citizens of 
Payson who demand the TRUTH be told in Payson. If 
there is only one source for news, and the reporting is 
completely biased, you’re not getting the whole story.  
We feel newspapers have a responsibility to the 
community to keep the people informed without 
trying to promote an agenda for their own personal 
gain.  To disinform the public is wrong, any way you 
look at it.  What is written today is our history 
tomorrow.  It is too important to let one group 
continue to deprive us of the truth; thus this 
publication was born. 
  We check the facts, and provide the link to the proof 
so you can see it for yourselves. We care about our 
history being written with truth and integrity.  The 
people should have a voice, and be able to question 
things in our town without threats. This is our town, it 
belongs to the people. If you would like to be on the 
email list for The Payson News or to submit an ad 
send an email to news@savepaysonaz.com.  We ask 
that you help our efforts and get the word out to 
neighbors, friends and family.  Please print and 
distribute to as many people as you’d like.   

PAST ISSUES CAN BE DOWNLOADED HERE: 
http://www.savepaysonaz.com/supporting-documents/

Thank You!

mailto:news@savepaysonaz.com
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/cronyism
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/cronyism
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/cronyism
mailto:news@savepaysonaz.com
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Fuzzy Math II 
By Charlie Seraphin
Hi there! Here’s another one of your favorite math word 
problems. We use Mattel’s Barbie and Ken dolls as the 
subjects in an attempt to shine a light on some of the 
real-life challenges we’re facing here in Payson. (Hint: 
Barbie and the town of Payson have a lot in common.) 

As you may remember, Barbie has 40 million dollars that 
was donated to her foundation after the sale of a large 
building filled with doctors, nurses and beds. Her male 
companion doll Ken (created by Mattel in 1961) offered 
to take care of Barbie’s money for her. Ken explained that 
he was taking charge of the money to protect Barbie in 
case things didn’t work out and somebody wanted to sue 
Barbie. In order to protect Barbie from spending her own 
money, Ken created two additional non-profits. 
(Remember, this is a word problem so you have to pay 
attention to the details in order to answer the question.) 
So now there are three different foundations and Barbie 
isn’t really sure where her money is, but Ken assures her 
that he’s got everything under control, and he is a good 
steward of Barbie’s money.  

In this week’s math word problem Ken tells Barbie that 
she needs to build a water line that will run to a golf 
course. He negotiates the deal through one of the three 
non-profits mentioned above. In the deal, the golf course 
is supposed to pay the foundation $700,000 to 
coordinate, design and build the waterline. When the job 
is finished, Barbie is scheduled to receive $100,000. 
Here’s where the fuzzy math comes in: In reality, the non-
profit doesn’t build the waterline, Barbie does! Then, 
instead of giving the $100,000 to Barbie, Ken decides to 
use that money to fund an archaeological study that will 
ostensibly benefit the property that he bought with 

money from Barbie’s original foundation. Question: Why 
did Barbie build the water line if the deal was between 
the non-profit and the golf course? Why would a non-
profit be negotiating a deal to build a water line in the 
first place, and how much money (if any) did Barbie save? 
How much money did the golf course save? Who paid 
what to whom, and how did Ken get involved? Who was 
the contractor, and how did they get selected? 

This is a two part question and there’s a bonus if you can 
answer the second part:  Ken convinced Barbie to sign a 
contract that sells water to the golf course for less than 
people who live in town pay for their water. In other 
words, the golf course (in this hypothetical situation) gets 
to buy water at a lower rate than you do. Over the last 
five and a half years, they paid over a million dollars less 
for water than they would have paid if they paid what you 
pay. If Barbie paid to build the water line, and the golf 
course gets cheaper water (and the rate is guaranteed for 
50 years!) how much money does Ken owe Barbie? For 
an extra 5 points, can you tell how much money Ken 
might have made on the deal?   

Fuzzy math isn’t normally taught in school, and there are 
few places where you can see it in action. Thank 
goodness we live in Payson, where fuzzy math abounds. 
Please share this fuzzy math quiz with your friends and 
neighbors and watch for a new fuzzy math challenge next 
time. ★ 

PAGE 3FUN FACT:  According to a survey, as recently as 1998, 50% of people in Iceland believed in elves.

ARIZONA MUSCLE CARS

601 N. BEELINE HIGHWAY
PAYSON, AZ 85541
mike@choiceauto.com

store: 928-468-1970
cell: 602-540-3073
fax: 928.468.1968

www.choiceauto.com

WE BUY CARS!

Mike Kaiser
PRESIDENT/OWNER
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PAGE 4FUN FACT:  If you spell Neil Armstrong backwards, it spells “Gnorts, Mr. Alien.”
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Watch what they do, 
Not what they say 
By Paul Frommelt

  We have all  heard the saying,  "Do as I  say,  not  as  I  do."  
Perhaps it should instead, say "Watch what they do, not what 
they  say!"    Take  the  numerous  comments  stated  by  Kenny 
Evans,  the  MHA,  RCEA,  RCEF,  and  others  over  the  past 
decade, especially when they stated what they "were going to 
do."  The following excerpts are but a very few of the hundreds 
of  statements  and promises  in  articles  from one single  news 
source about a now failed project.  There are too many broken 
promises over the years from the above mentioned names and 
acronyms to count.    But the common thread remains, "watch 
what they do, not what they say!"
  It all started over a decade ago and it reads like a fairy tale.  
Once upon a time..........
  According to 'sources close to the negotiations'..."The current 
schedule envisions a construction start of sometime in 2011 
and classes starting in 2012, according to sources close to the 
negotiations."[1]

  "Evans  said,  “We are  moving forward and we are  still  on 
schedule,” to open a campus in 2013 or 2014 —" [2]

  "Plans for a university in Payson have made big strides in the 
past  week,  according  to  Payson  Mayor  Kenny  Evans."  ... 
"Hailing his  “best  week in  18 months”  Evans  said  he’s  still 
hoping to have the campus open by the fall of 2013."[3]

  Again,  from  Kenny  Evans,  "   ...said  Payson  Mayor  Kenny 
Evans.  “President  Crow  has  shown  us  once  again  what  a 
visionary leader he is. An aggressive timetable remains in place 
and I’m optimistic that with this new focus, we’ll achieve the 
goal  of  bringing  students  on  site  concurrent  with  the 
completion of the CC Cragin water project” in 2014-15." [4]  

  Again, quoted from 'sources, close to the negotiations'.   Who 
were these sources??  "Arizona State University has reportedly 
agreed to go forward to build a 6,000-student campus in Payson 
with  the  completion  of  the  EA and  a  firm  Forest  Service 
decision to proceed with a direct sale of the land to the SLE, 
according to sources close to the negotiations" [5].  "Reportedly 
agreed?"    Were these actual formal negotiations, or informal 
discussion only?  See (8) below
  And more from Kenny Evans,  "  Meanwhile,  Payson Mayor 
Kenny  Evans,  speaking  before  the  Democratic  Club  of 
Northern Gila County, predicted construction on the site will 
start early next year and the first 600 students will enroll in 
2015." [6]

  And Payson residents aren't the only ones who feel misled by 
Kenny Evans,  and the RCEA.    "..The bombshell  came when 
Alliance  chairman  Steve  Drury  resigned  his  position  with  a 
blast clearly aimed at Payson Mayor Kenny Evans.Drury said 
that in his 50 years of active business development he has never 
undertaken a more “worthwhile endeavor.”However, he added 
“in those same 50 years I have never been lied to, witnessed 
such  duplicity,  seen  such  misrepresentation,  been  subject  to 
such innuendo, or been stabbed in the back like I have in this 
position. Recently, I have come to the irrevocable conclusion 
that I can no longer work with people who I cannot trust. It is 
with a profound sense of relief that I announce my resignation 
as  chairman  of  the  Rim  Country  Educational  Alliance, 
effectively  immediately."    And  in  the  same  article  from the 
Roundup,  a  quote  from  Mary  Kastner,  who  replaced  Steve 
Drury as chairman of the RCEA at that time, ..."Kastner said 
she’s still confident the Alliance can get the campus open by 
the fall of 2017." [7]

  And then in 2015, the cracks began to show, as the real truth 
began to make it's way out of the shadows.    "  Arizona State 
University remains non-committal on whether it will sign on as 
the “educational partner” for the project.  In letters written in 
response to critics of the project, university officials have said 
they’ve had “talks,”  but not “negotiations.” [8] And so much 
for the ball fields!   "They said the plan is to keep some of the 
trees  to  retain  the  woodsy  feel  on  the  campus,  which  will 
include two- and three-story buildings that should sit below the 
tree lines." 
  And then there was this one, from Gary Cordell who appeared 
to be speaking on behalf of ASU..."Arizona State University 
has agreed to open a branch in Payson, with a planned first-
year  enrollment  of  300  to  350,  Rim  Country  Educational 
Foundation President Gary Cordell said during a presentation at 
the Payson Tea Party this week." "This was 4 years ago.   So 
where is it?  Oh, and here comes the REAL motivation for all of 
this hype!..."The west side of the property has room for future 
commercial development." [9]

   Finally,  by 2017, the reality began to set in,  Even for the 
cheerleaders  of  the  failed  project.    "Evans  said  ASU  now 
envisions  a  300-student  campus  initially...The  original  plan 
called for a campus that would start with 1,000 students and 
perhaps grow to 6,000 students." [10]

  There  is  so  much  more  written  about  this  over  the  past 
decade.  Our community has been led down the rabbit hole.
“down the rabbit hole:        To enter into a situation or begin a
process  or  journey  that  is  particularly  strange,  problematic,  
Continued on Page 10.    ☞ 

PAGE 5FUN FACT:  A “butt” is a unit of measurement for a certain size barrel of wine. 

Kenny Evans

https://www.paysonroundup.com/education/breakthrough-in-talks-on-college-in-payson/article_37a7ab6c-0261-5821-80fb-e916021fb670.html
https://www.paysonroundup.com/education/breakthrough-in-talks-on-college-in-payson/article_37a7ab6c-0261-5821-80fb-e916021fb670.html
https://www.paysonroundup.com/education/breakthrough-in-talks-on-college-in-payson/article_37a7ab6c-0261-5821-80fb-e916021fb670.html
https://www.paysonroundup.com/education/asu-boosts-payson-plan/article_ced5c02a-ed33-58de-898b-a174b873dff0.html
https://www.paysonroundup.com/education/campus-plans-make-big-strides-forward/article_28f98974-b207-5c99-a841-671c01fde6d0.html
https://www.paysonroundup.com/education/asu-s-president-crow-revives-campus-hopes/article_d861f4c8-8cf2-5e1b-8a08-089c48ad0a83.html
https://www.paysonroundup.com/college-advances-water-plan-unveiled-assessment-released/article_1eadfc03-e500-5fe0-94fd-af28ef49a27a.html
https://www.paysonroundup.com/university-plan-update/article_521ebfcd-793b-5831-8413-b5d02324d9c6.html
https://www.paysonroundup.com/university-plan-update/article_521ebfcd-793b-5831-8413-b5d02324d9c6.html
https://www.paysonroundup.com/education/university-plan-bombshell-hits/article_94b17c43-4304-5049-a42d-6e85c9536d28.html
https://www.paysonroundup.com/education/university-plan-bombshell-hits/article_94b17c43-4304-5049-a42d-6e85c9536d28.html
https://www.paysonroundup.com/news/education/alliance-adopts-plan-for-university-site/article_6a52e45a-7b8d-524a-b2a1-125612560098.html
https://www.paysonroundup.com/news/education/report-to-the-regents/article_0e194bb8-9d37-5dd3-8638-4bf54bbe5bd2.html
https://www.paysonroundup.com/news/education/report-to-the-regents/article_0e194bb8-9d37-5dd3-8638-4bf54bbe5bd2.html
https://www.paysonroundup.com/news/education/report-to-the-regents/article_0e194bb8-9d37-5dd3-8638-4bf54bbe5bd2.html
https://www.paysonroundup.com/news/education/report-to-the-regents/article_0e194bb8-9d37-5dd3-8638-4bf54bbe5bd2.html
https://www.paysonroundup.com/news/education/report-to-the-regents/article_0e194bb8-9d37-5dd3-8638-4bf54bbe5bd2.html
https://www.paysonroundup.com/news/payson/university-backers-retooling-campus-plan/article_794d2e0d-9745-5dbd-88c8-1a6478461f22.html
https://www.paysonroundup.com/news/payson/university-backers-retooling-campus-plan/article_794d2e0d-9745-5dbd-88c8-1a6478461f22.html
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PAGE 6FUN FACT:  If you’re part of the British royal family, you’re not allowed to play Monopoly.


928.363.4163
LIKE US ON FACEBOOK
@newbeginningsthriftstore-thenook

408 W. Main Street
Payson,  AZ 85541

“THE NOOK”

Thrift S
tore

Type to enter text
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PAGE 7FUN FACT:   There are over 7,500 different varieties of apples. 
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Homemade fudge
Italian gelato
Local coffee

618 N Beeline Hwy
Payson, AZ 85541

www.paysonfudge.com

Buy 1 pound of homemade fudge and get a 1/4 pound free!

928.978.0640

You can find past issues of  
The Payson News here: 
http://savepaysonaz.com/supporting-documents/
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AFFORDABLE
RELIABLE

Faster thanDSL with
speeds up to 25Mbps,
rates startas lowas

$50/month.

CALL NOW 602-234-0917
PhoenixInternet.com/Payson

FAST
AFFORDABLE

RELIABLE
Faster thanDSL with
speeds up to 25Mbps,
rates startas lowas

$50/month.

FAST AFFORDABLE RELIABLE
Faster than DSL with speeds up to 25Mbps,

rates start as low as $50/month.

PAGE 8 FUN FACT:  Even blind people who’ve never seen anyone smile, smile when they’re happy. 
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Watch what they do… continued from page 5:
difficult,  complex,  or  chaotic,  especially  one  that  becomes 
increasingly  so  as  it  develops  or  unfolds.”   (An  allusion  to 
Alice's  Adventures  in  Wonderland  by  Lewis  Carroll.) 
idioms.thefreedictionary.com › go+down+the+rabbit+hole
 One  final  point  of  contention  is  with  the  whole  process 
regarding of  the town's  “representation,” on the SLE board.  
  The  town  is  required  to  choose  from  "recommended" 
appointees, given to us from THEIR handpicked selections.  We 
are required to "take it or leave it."  Regardless of who the town 
accepts, the end result is still someone whom the SLE has pre 
approved.  The representatives appear to be picked to represent 
the interests of the SLE against the town, rather than the town 
being  able  to  choose  people  WE  want  to  represent  OUR 
interests in the SLE.  Where is the equity in that?  "The councils 
receive recommendations for RCEA board candidates."..."The 
SLE maintains that the council can only appoint members 
from an approved list..."  [11]  ★ 
………………………………………………………………….. 

Help Zoe Beat 
Leukemia continued 
from page 1: 
W h e n a s k e d t o p l a c e 
donation jars in their local 
shops and businesses for 
Zoe, the genuine concern 
and willingness to help her 
fight was over whelming.  
The family has been so 
blessed to have such an 
outpouring of support from 
the business community, and 
Payson as a whole for the 
donations made through 
Zoe’s Go Fund Me Page.[12] 

  Zoe and her family send a 
very special “Thank You” to all the businesses that have created 
space for donation jars in their work place.   Much appreciation 
to all for the many Prayers and Contributions to help Zoe with 
this struggle.  She is a very strong little girl, with a beautiful 
future ahead.  The family wishes all the best to all of the 
wonderful people that have offered their help and support at this 
time.  Payson’s big heart makes it truly a very special place to 
live. ★ 

PAGE 9FUN FACT:  The world’s smallest mammal is actually a bat that measures in at just under an inch long.

Last Saturday in celebration of the 75th Anniversary of Iwo Jima, and 
in honor of our veterans, the Sawmill Theater showed “The Sands of 
Iwo Jima” with John Wayne.  From left to right: Jim Muhr, a couple 
of  movie-goers, Tom Morrissey, Debbie Nelson, and Lori Mills.

Last week Mayor Morrissey enjoyed a moment reading “Green Eggs 
and Ham” to Heather Chilson’s first grade class.

…………………………………………………………

NEXT ISSUE… GET TO KNOW THE TOWN 
COUNCIL CANDIDATES. 

 According to the Town staff, only 3 people have 
received the legal paperwork to run for Town 

Council and Mayor Morrissey for Mayor. 
It is State law candidates  must first file a 

Statement of Interest with the Town Clerk.  
Interviews with Council Candidates: 

Janell Sterner 
Deborah Rose 

Dave Golembewski 
And Tom Morrissey for Mayor

★★

https://idioms.thefreedictionary.com/go+down+the+rabbit+hole
https://www.paysonroundup.com/news/local/what-to-do-about-the-sle-board/article_c54a083e-a75d-5478-acd7-97313ed7cd95.html
https://www.paysonroundup.com/news/local/what-to-do-about-the-sle-board/article_c54a083e-a75d-5478-acd7-97313ed7cd95.html
https://www.paysonroundup.com/news/local/what-to-do-about-the-sle-board/article_c54a083e-a75d-5478-acd7-97313ed7cd95.html
https://www.gofundme.com/f/help-zoe-beat-leukemia
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Footnotes: 
(1) Payson Roundup, Oct 2, 2009,  ‘Breakthrough’ in talks 
on college in Payson'  https://www.paysonroundup.com/
education/breakthrough-in-talks-on-college-in-payson/
article_37a7ab6c-0261-5821-80fb-e916021fb670.html 
(2) Payson Roundup, Dec 17, 2010,   'ASU boosts Payson 
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 WE welcome reader participation and want to 
know what your comments, opinions, and 
perspectives are.  Send us what you think, and 
with your permission we’ll publish it.   
                   Thank you again for your support. 
                           news@savepaysonaz.com

PAGE 10FUN FACT:The world’s tallest tropical tree is found in Malaysia and stands an impressive 330 feet tall. 

ok, But what can I do about it? 
What can we do to help drive out the negative forces that have their claws deep in OUR town?  1. Pray.   
Pray for the Mayor and like-minded individuals that are fighting for your Town.  2. Stand up. Until we  
decide to stop the secrecy, back room deals, and the small group that think this is their town - and not  

OUR town, little will change. 3.  Report.  Report any activities current or past that you know are 
 or were illegal.  4. Inform.  Inform your neighbors, friends and family of the importance of getting  

involved and getting informed - with both sides of the story to discern TRUTH.  5. VOTE. This upcoming  
election it is imperative that we all vote for what we believe is the best path for OUR town. 
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