
Hillcrest Storage Tank #2
ARCHEOLOGICAL DATA RECOVERY SERVICES CONTRACT  

AUGUST 25, 2022



Purpose
Request approval for Archeological Data Recovery Services with SWCA 
Environmental Consultants for the Hillcrest Storage Tank #2 Site

o Why we need another tank

o Background History on the site

o Why do we need Archeological Data Recovery

o Request Council approval of SWCA Contract and funding authorization 
Not-To-Exceed fee $189,003.00



Background
The Alpine Heights Subdivision 
was constructed in 1980
◦ The existing water storge tank 

was constructed on Tract A to 
provide domestic and fire 
flow protection needs to the 
Alpine Heights Subdivision 
(257 lots) and assist existing 
downhill subdivisions fire flow 
needs. 



Background continued..
In general, tank maintenance is required about every 10 years. This requires draining the tank to 
sandblast any rusting spots and recoat the interior with epoxy. The process normally takes 
approximately 2-3 weeks.  

That should have been done 1990. However, since the tank could not be taken offline it was put off 
until 2003 when we couldn’t wait any longer. 

During that maintenance, no fire protection storage is available to Alpine Heights Subdivision.  

The vendor projected that recoating needed to be done again in 2017 but we still have the same 
issues. 

The existing tank holds 400,000 gallons and is the highest point in the water distribution system. 

It is also critical for the operations of the C.C. Cragin Project because it is the only tank with enough 
elevation to back feed water to the Mesa Del Caballo Subdivision during winter. (approximately 450 
homes) 



Purchase Attempts
The Water Department has made many attempts over the last 32 years to purchase additional 
lands to place a secondary tank. Attempts have been made with the owner of Lot 147 and the 
parcel to the south. 
Specifically, Buzz Walker attempted to purchase 1/3 of an acre from the adjoining property to 

the south (APN 302-40-022G) in 2001. 
“….The needs for the construction of this new tank are several; the most important which allows us to put the existing 
tank out of service and recoat and repair the interior…”

*A copy of that letter was included in the council packet for tonight's meeting. 



The Town Council authorized 
the Purchase of Lot 147 on 
March 28, 2019



Record of Survey – Lot/ 
Parcel Line Adjustment -
Consolidation
Soon after the sale, the property owner of APN-302-
40-022G contacted the Town of Payson expressing 
interest in trading land space and enable the town to 
acquire the original land we have been pursuing in 
exchange for frontage on N. Hillcrest Drive. 

Tayco Properties LLC prepared the Record of Survey –
Lot/Parcel Line Adjustment- Consolidation Map 
which was approved by the Town Council on June 27, 
2019. 



Existing Tank
Existing Pole

Future Tank



Alpine Heights HOA Concerns

Historically and throughout this process the Alpine Heights Homeowners Association has made 
their objections to this project known via: 

o Informal discussions with Town Staff

o radio talk show broadcasts 

o Formal meetings with Town staff 

o Written communications 

o and public comments at Town Council meetings 



What will it look like from 
Alpine Heights?



What will the new tank look 
like for the rest of Town?



Archeological Survey
After doing some firewising, it was apparent that 
there was historic artifacts on the site. So, in 
November 2021 the Town contracted with SWCA to 
conduct a Cultural Resources Survey of the site. 

The results stated that Section 106 of the National 
Historic Preservation Act do not apply. However, 
because the Town is a subdivision of the State, we 
must prepare and execute a treatment plan in 
accordance with the Arizona Antiquities Act before 
moving forward with construction. 



Current Proposal
The proposed SWCA Data Recovery Services include:

oWork Plan to be submitted to Arizona State Museum (ASM)

oOnce approved by ASM, obtain a AAA permit and repository agreement 

oMechanical and manual excavation, sample collection, photogrammetric data collection 

o Report of findings

oSubmittal for curation with the ASM 

Proposal assumes no human remains will be found. If discovered, additional change order will be 
needed. 

Time and Materials Total Not-To-Exceed fee $189,003.00



Key Takeaways 
o We need a second Tank for domestic use and fire protection 

o We have been pursuing this opportunity for approximately 32 years and the 
Town has already invested significant resources to this project

o We purchased Lot 147 but a better location became available outside Alpine 
Heights subdivision so we took that opportunity

o We firewised the property and found historical artifacts 

o Artifacts were evaluated by SWCA and a remediation plan is now required to 
move forward.



Next Steps or Action Needed
•Staff recommends approval of the SWCA proposal

•The Town intends to conduct Civil Engineering Design of the new Tank 
concurrently with this scope of services

•Geotechnical investigations for tank foundation design will begin after the site 
has been cleared of artifacts 



Questions/ Feedback 
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