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EVENTS: 
August 1, 2020 
FOOD TRUCK FESTIVAL   Join us at Green Valley Park 
from 10am-9pm for the 4th annual Food Truck 
Festival- 2020 Style! 

August 4, 2020 
ELECTION DAY! 6AM - 7PM 
1.  Expedition Church 
2.  Payson First Church of the Nazarene 
3.  Mt. Cross Lutheran Church  

August 6, 2020 
Special own Council Meeting [3] 
Town Hall, 3:30 pm  
TOWN MANAGER INTERVIEWS 

August 7, 2020 
Special Town Council Meeting [3] 
Town Hall, 3:30 pm  
TOWN MANAGER INTERVIEWS 

August 13, 2020 
Town Council Meeting 
Town Hall 5:30 pm 

August 18, 2020 
Special Town Council Meeting [3] 
Town Hall, 5:03 pm  
CANVASS VOTE 

 ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 

APOLOGIES FOR OUR MISTAKE!! 
Jim Ferris wishes to correct, retract 
and apologize to Jared Owens for 

erroneously associating him with the 
operations, intent  and purpose of ‘A 

Better Payson’ as reported in ‘The 
Ferris Report’.   As a Statutory Agent 

of ‘A Better Payson’, an Arizona 
Domestic LLC,  Mr Owens is not 
associated with the nature and 

content of the website.  Truly sorry 
Mr. Owens.

DOCUMENTED TRUTH ABOUT ASU COMING TO PAYSON PAGE 2 HOMELESS INITIATIVE DOESN’T PASS PAGE 3

COUNTDOWN TO THE PRIMARY AUG. 4th

Did you hear about the cheese factory that exploded in France?  There was nothing left but de Brie.


Town Council candidates Janell Sterner, Dave 
Golembewski and Deborah Rose are the best 
candidates we’ve had the opportunity to vote 

for in years.  If you want to see things get better 
we need to vote in public servants, not bosses. 

The last thing we need are more rules and  
control while being left in the dark.  We’re 

fighting for our Town and our country 
in this election.  Our rights have  

been compromised, our  
freedoms tested. If it  

Is the will of the  people  
to go back to  the old 

mentality so be it,  
as long as it’s   

 a fair fight.
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Did you hear about the first restaurant to open on the moon?   It had great food, but no atmosphere.
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On the agenda for the July 23rd, 
council meeting was Resolution 3214 
that was an agreement with the Payson 
Homeless and Homeless Veterans 
Initiative to pay them a mere $3,768.34 
for the year 20/21.  This money was for 
the continuum of care for the homeless 
and the warming center to open again 
this year.   

At the beginning of the meeting there 
were 3 public comments read aloud to 
the council. All opposing the funding of 
the Warming Center questioning the 
exact amount requested as if it was 
somehow less legitimate than the much 
bigger even amounts approved 
recently.   

Janell Sterner made a motion to table 
the idea. Suzy Tubbs seconded the 
motion, and Barbara Underwood made 
a statement agreeing with Tubbs and 
Sterner wanting a presentation.  When 
the Acting Town Manager read the 
agenda item she stated that records 
were requested and had been provided 
to the council before it was brought to 
them. 

In contrast, in the council meeting held 
on March 30, 2020 the sum of $36,000 
was approved for the Chamber of 
Commerce for 20/21, and a hefty 
$6,000 a month to the Humane Society 
was granted both providing nothing to 
back up the expenditures, or show 
where the money went last year.  So, 
essentially the council approved $6,000 

a month for dogs & cats, but tabled $316 a 
month for human beings?  What?  

From the Town Code Title III, Chapter 
35.03 item (A)      Disbursement of funds 
shall be for public purposes only. 
Disbursements of such funds shall be to 
obtain goals sought by the Council, and 
not be for purposes primarily to benefit 
non-profit corporations.   No donations, 
gifts or grants, whether by subsidy or 
otherwise, are permitted. 

B):     No funds may be disbursed to non-
profit corporations except by compliance 
with the following: 

       (1)   The Council shall make a finding of 
fact, at a public meeting, of the following: 

      (a)  The goal sought to be achieved by 
the disbursement of the funds is one which 
the Council would seek to attain whether 
or not the non-profit organization 
requested the right to perform the 
services in return for funds. 

    (b)   The exact nature of the purpose to 
which the funds are to be used. 

  (c)  That the consideration to be received 
by the town will be to the town residents 
and taxpayers alone. Funds will not be 
disbursed in return for consideration 
beneficial to other than town taxpayers 
and residents. 

      (d)      That the consideration to be 
received by the town is approximately 
equal in value to the amount of funds 
given. 

 (e) Each non-profit corporation requesting 
town funding shall provide the town with 
all state and federal tax numbers issued by 
the state and federal taxing authorities 
with each application for funds and prior to 
receipt of any funds from the town. Any 
changes in the non-profit corporation tax 

s t a t u s a s a n o n - p r o f i t 
corporation or any change of 
the tax numbers assigned to 
each non-profit corporation shall 
be reported to the town within 
five days of each change. 

      ( 2 )  T h e r e q u e s t i n g 
organization shall provide the 
factual basis for the finding 
required in division (1)  above. 

        (3)      No funds may be 
disbursed to a non-prof i t 
corporation except by written 
contract. The contract must 
include a requirement that the 
corporation provide audible 
records to the town, monthly or 
on another regular basis, as 
determined by the town.  

Why the Acting Town Manager is 
al lowing these expenditures to be 
presented to the Council that are not 
complete, and then placing them on the 
consent agenda hoping to push them 
through without discussion is a good 
question.  This is exactly what happened 
with the Chamber and the Humane Society 
expenditures.  These items should have 
been tabled until a presentation was made 
to answer questions.  During the meeting a 
phone call was made to Mia Crespin from 
the Chamber, but there were no financials 
in front of the council to be able to ask 
specific questions.  She said the financials 
would be provided, but to our knowledge 
nothing has been submitted to the council 
members to date.  This isn’t just against the 
Town’s own protocols, it’s either negligent 
or some form of nepotism.  We need an 
experienced Town Manager that isn’t 
connected to the MHA, doesn’t have a 
husband on the police force, and isn’t on 
the school board.  August 6th and 7th the 
Town will be conducting interviews for the 
Town Manager at 3PM each day.  The 
public should be allowed to participate in 
the selection process of this critical position 
in the Town.  What do you think? 

★ ★ ★ ★ 

Views and opinions expressed in The Payson 
News are those of the authors, and do not 

necessarily reflect our policy or position; none of 
which are intended to malign anyone or 

anything. The Freedom Press, LLC.  

Out with the old, in with the TRUE! 

PAGE 3What does a nosey pepper do?      It gets jalapeño business. 


Mayor’s Homeless 
Help Fails to Pass 
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928.363.4163
LIKE US ON FACEBOOK
@newbeginningsthriftstore-thenook

408 W. Main Street
Payson,  AZ 85541

“THE NOOK”

Thrift S
tore

Wheretheordinary
becomesthe
extraordinary!

& GIFTS

www.paysonazflorist.com 616 N Beeline Hwy Payson, AZ 85541

928.363.4080
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CROSSWORD ANSWERS

How many tickles does it take to get an octopus to laugh?   Ten tickles
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HAVE YOU EVER BEEN 
FALSELY ACCUSED?


Have you ever been falsely accused and 
felt you had no power to deal with the 
situation because the accusers did not 
want to hear the truth? How do you 
respond when this happens? 

The natural thing is to get angry and 
push back. Sometimes that natural 
r e s p o n s e c a n h a v e s e r i o u s 
consequences, especially if the accuser 
is someone in power over you. Of 
course, the right thing to do is to go to 
the person who has accused you and try 
to reconcile. But reconciliation takes 
two and the other person must be 
willing to listen and take responsibility 
for his or her part – the accusation. In 
real life, this doesn’t usually happen 
because accusers are usually people of 
great insecurity who lack trust and 
compassion, and are unable to have an 
honest conversation. Accusations fly 
when someone feels threatened and 
doesn’t have the leadership skills to go 
to the person and check things out 
before coming to a conclusion. 

Barbara Underwood is making false 
claims against the Mayor for something 
he did NOT do.  How do we know this?  
Because there is absolutely no evidence 
connecting the Mayor to this Facebook 
page in which the alleged JibJab movie 
appeared.  If there wasn’t an election 
going on, these accusations would 
seem to be ludicrous. The Mayor just 
doesn’t strike one as a person that 
would be into making little music videos 
with characters with big heads. This is a 
direct attack on his character, from a 
fellow council member making things 

up in her head to hurt the Mayor.  Isn’t this 
a violation of the new ethics code?  

Look, it’s obvious this has been blown way 
out of proportion, and whoever did this 
probably wasn’t intentionally creating 
whatever sexual inappropriateness Barbara 
Underwood is imagining.  Grownups are 
secure enough to laugh at themselves once 
in a while. Barbara isn’t the only one on the 
council that has questionable behavior.  
Steve Smith teased Suzy Tubbs-Avakian for 
be ing in a whee lcha i r, and posts 
unsubstantiated comments on Facebook 
attacking the integrity of the Mayor.  

The psalmist, David, speaks to this in 
Psalms 3, 4 & 5.   He begins by stating that 
there are many who rise up against him. But 
his response is to remember that the Lord is 
a shield for him. The Lord hears David’s 
cries for help and listens. First response: 
Cry out to the Lord. He hears you in your 
distress. You are not alone and He is 
aware of what is happening. The Lord will 
hear when I call on Him -Psalm 4:3 

God assures us that if our attitude is 
right, He will protect us if we put our trust 
in Him. He is our security! And in Psalm 5, 
David reminds us that he will destroy 
those who speak falsehoods (verse 6). In 
our culture of accusation, offense and 
falsehoods, remember the right response 
of faith. Your shield is no man, but God. 

“We may believe they are wrong but 
not necessarily evil; they believe we are 
not only wrong but evil – Are they 
Justified?”         ★ ★ ★ ★ 

Homemade fudge
Italian gelato
Local coffee

618 N Beeline Hwy
Payson, AZ 85541

www.paysonfudge.com

Buy 1 pound of homemade fudge and get a 1/4 pound free!

928.978.0640
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ARIZONA MUSCLE CARS

601 N. BEELINE HIGHWAY
PAYSON, AZ 85541
mike@choiceauto.com

store: 928-468-1970
cell: 602-540-3073
fax: 928.468.1968

www.choiceauto.com

WE BUY CARS!

Mike Kaiser
PRESIDENT/OWNER

I took the shell off of my racing snail, thinking it would make him faster.  But if anything, it made him more sluggish.
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As a resident of Payson for nearly 50 
years I have observed many elections, 
but in this election cycle I have noticed 
a very frightening change in the politics 
of the town.  Yes, there were heated 
political contests in the past, but what I 
have observed this election cycle 
makes the past elections look like 
child’s play.  

Payson has basically devolved into two 
factions that are unique to our town.  
One faction is part of and supports the 
MHA Foundation (MHA) and its “spin-
off” companies.  This group is taking 
advantage of numerous allies that have 
become embedded within town staff, 
the Town Council, and other town 
appointed committees.  The fanatical 
response by this group refusing to 
acknowledge BOTH the Town’s requests 
to replace MHA associated board 
members with more neutral, open-
minded candidates, and the request for 
detailed financial reports (which are 
required by law) from the MHA and the 
Rim Country Educational Alliance 
(RCEA-SLE) should give voters of 
Payson a clue that something is very 
wrong. 

The blatant intimidation of any 
individual who asks for detailed 
i n f o r m a t i o n a b o u t t h e M H A 
conglomerate by threatening 
lawsuits, slow walking freedom of 
information requests by the senior 
town staff, and even intimidating 
employers to fire those requesting 
transparency information is evidence 

of a coverup.  One sitting town council 
member was even visited in person and 
told that they (the MHA faction) 
controlled Payson and that this council 
member needed to understand that or 
suffer serious consequences.  These 
tactics remind this writer of the tactics 
used by mobsters in Chicago during 
prohibition. 

When you control the various seats of 
power within a community from judges, 
and town committees, to department 
heads any attempt to investigate suspicious 
activities can and are being blocked.  This 
group wants to continue to control our 
community, and it seems they will stop at 
nothing to continue that control. 

The other grass-roots side of contemporary 
Payson politics only wants transparency 
from the MHA conglomerate, as well as, 
any other groups that requests taxpayer 
funds and/or has the desire and authority 
to affect Payson residents and their quality 
of life. 

An example of such a project that needed 
detailed review was the Joint Facilities 
Management (JFM) water line and water 
sale project.  Was it a colluding council 
with Kenny Evans as Mayor that provided 
water to Joint Facilities Management 
(JFM) (the Country Clubs) at a very 
reduced rate in an unheard of 50 year 
contract (they saved $1.2M over a 4 year 
period) while raising the water rates of all 
other water customers during that time 
42%?  The pipeline construction project 
designed to provide water to JFM also 

gave the RCEA-SLE several hundred 
thousand dollars to use for their projects.   
[Issue 2]  

A detailed review of this project has ALSO 
been stopped because the RCEA-SLE will 
not provide the financial details, and the 
contract town attorneys (Possibly 
controlled by MHA) will not attempt to 
force the RCEA-SLE to do so, or pursue 
the renegotiation of the water sale 
contract for the people of Payson.  [Issue 
4] [Res. 2724] [Res. 2725] 

There are many more examples where a 
review has been stopped either by town 
staff or others.  The Bonita street paving 
project and the Manzanita street paving 
project are on the top of that list.  The 
general contractor for one of these 
projects has a spouse working for the 
town, imagine that. 

It would be nice to have a town council that 
never had serious disagreements on the 
issues but that is not always the way to 
assure good town governance. 

I urge the voters of Payson to elect council 
members who have not been involved with 
the MHA and who are willing to ask the 
difficult questions and demand plausible 
answers.  Those individuals are:  Janell 
Sterner, who has proved her willingness to 
take the flack even while in the minority;  
Dave Golembewski, a hard-working local 
businessman who has already felt the 
negative pressure on his business from the 
MHA faction; and Deborah Rose, also a 
local businesswoman who has been 
maligned by the opposition and is still 
willing to take the heat to provide honest 
governance. 

Mob Mentality in Payson? 

Why don’t blind people skydive?   Because it scares their dogs.


THE FOREST IS OPEN AS OF 
FRIDAY JULY 31, 2020 

THE SHOOTING RANGE OPENS 
AUG 1st for MEMBERS and 

AUG 8 to PUBLIC 

RUMOR HAS IT AN 
ORGANIZED DISPLAY OF 

VIOLENCE MAY BREAK OUT IN 
PHOENIX AS SOON AS 

TOMORROW! 

We’re keeping an eye on this and will report 
more from this source if credible.

ANNOUNCEMENTS 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★ ★ ★ ★

PAGE 7You know why you never see elephants hiding up in trees?   Because they’re really good at it.


The Payson News has 
been created by citizens of 
Payson who demand the 
TRUTH be told in Payson. If 
there is only one source for 
news, and the reporting is 
completely biased, you’re 
not getting the whole story. 
We feel newspapers have a 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y t o t h e 
community to keep the 
people informed without 
trying to promote an agenda 
for personal gain.  To 
dis inform the publ ic is 
wrong, we have enough fake 
news in this town. What is 
written today is our history 
t o m o r r o w .  I t i s t o o 
important to let one group 
continue to deprive us of 
the truth; thus this 
publication was 
born. 

We check the 
facts, and provide 
the link to the proof so you 
can see it for yourselves. We 
care about our history being 
written with truth and 
integrity.  The people should 
have a voice, and be able to 
question things in our town 
without threats. This is our 
town, it belongs to the 
people. If you would like to 
subscribe and be on the 
email list for The Payson 
News send an email to: 
signup4@thepaysonnews.
com Or if you’d like to 
submit an ad, send an email 
to: 
ads@thepaysonnews.com.  
We ask that you help our 
efforts and get the word out 
to neighbors, friends and 
family.  God Bless. ★ 

THE TRUTH IS LEARNED 
NEVER TOLD. 

PAST ISSUES CAN BE 
DOWNLOADED HERE: 
http://
www.savepaysonaz.com/
supporting-documents/

ThankYou!
928.468.6116 

carolwattsinpayson@gmail.com      www.youravon.com/cwatts
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Ask me about positioning yourself to benefit in 

PAGE 8Why doesn’t Dracula have any friends?  Well, honestly, he’s a real pain in the neck.



