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EVENTS: 

Sept. 24, 2020 
Town Council Meeting 
Town Hall 5:30 pm - 7:30 pm 
Sept. 24, 2020 
Town Council Meeting 
Town Hall 5:30 pm - 7:30 pm 

Sept. 30, 2020 
Town Council Run-off Debate 
Messenger’s 6-7:30pm  

Oct. 7, 2020 
EARLY BALLOTS MAILED  

Oct. 8, 2020 
Town Council Meeting 
Town Hall 5:30 pm - 7:30 pm 

Oct. 11, 2020 
Open Jam Session 
Payson Golf Course 1-5pm 

Oct. 13, 2020 
Town Council Run-off Debate 
Messenger’s 6-7:30pm  

Nov. 3, 2020 
GENERAL ELECTION 

 ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 

Views and opinions expressed in The 
Payson News are those of the authors, 

and do not necessarily reflect our policy 
or position; none of which are intended 

to malign anyone or anything. The 
Freedom Press, LLC.  

Out with the old, in with the TRUE!

DON’T MISS THE DEBATES-PG 2 ★TONTO BRIDGE GRANT -PG5 ★ INTERNET REALITY-Pg6 ★ WHAT? PG7

EXHIBIT 1: *30 inches is allowed if the communication messenger is bonded to the neutral throughout the service area.  
**Fibre Optic cables in the supply space (Rule 224A) will have the same required clearance to communication cables in the 
communication space as a multi-grounded neutral (Rule 235C).

The REAL REASON FOR THE 
INTERNET OUTAGE ON LABOR DAY 

The internet and CATV for all of Rim country went out 
of service again. Just one more of the many internet 
service interruptions in Payson in the last few years.  

• December 16, 2014 for 8 hrs 
• February 25, 2015 for 5hrs 
• September 28, 2015 for 13 hrs 
• November 26, 2016 for 36hrs 
• July 10, 2017 for 5hrs 
•  July 12, 2017 for 7hrs 
• August 9, 2017 for 12hrs 
• September 7, 2020 for 9hrs 

Each of these service interruptions created serious 
problems for healthcare, business, and contributed to 
at least one highway fatality due to the 911 service 
bring unavailable. [1] Since this latest outage 
occurred September 7, 2020, as the holiday weekend 
came to an end, Payson businesses missed out on big 
revenues from travelers unable to purchase gas or 
food. 
We have made little progress towards fixing the  
problem since the 2017 outage, but several 
businesses have purchased satellite internet access to 

keep credit card purchases working.  Verizon has 
established limited cell phone back up apparently 
utilizing the old CenturyLink DS3 radio to Mt.Ord/
Shaw Butte. Verizon’s phone service was limited, 
however, at least some access to 911 was maintained.  

It is time to realize that CenturyLink’s poor 
maintenance practices and slow reactions when 
notified of potential trouble spots are the PRIMARY 
PROBLEM with our internet service to date. Since the 
internet portion of CenturyLink business is not 
regulated by the Arizona Corporation Commission the 
only method we have to fix the problem is through 
financial, political, and public pressure. Because we 
have not had a serious problem for many months, 
and the public has been mislead to believe the new 
Cable One (A.K.A. Sparklite) facilities will solve the 
problem, there has been very little public or political 
pressure placed on CenturyLink to be proactive about 
solving service problems. The latest service 
interruption reportedly occurred because a 
garbage… Continued on Page 6

FUN FACT:  The Eiffel Tower gets repainted every seven years without closing to the public.


http://savepaysonaz.com/data/documents/sept-12-story.pdf.pdf
http://savepaysonaz.com/data/documents/sept-12-story.pdf.pdf
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FUNFACT: Until 2007, slavery was legal in Mauritania. Even still, 1-4% of the population is still living as slaves.
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By Penny Norman 

Election integrity cannot be stressed enough.  
It is the cornerstone of a democracy.   Without 
it, a Republic form of government cannot 
survive. 
Social Media has been alive lately with stories 
of improprieties involving the recently 
concluded Primary Election in Payson.   Stories 
of ballot tampering are especially concerning.  
The r ight to a "Secret Ballot" is a 
Constitutionally mandated item.   That not only 
includes no one knowing HOW you voted, but 
even IF you voted.   
In Payson, Gila County controls the election.  
Ballots are gathered at specified locations, and 
monitored through the entire process 
thereafter, from transportation to Globe, to 
counting, final tabulation and conclusion.   No 
third party is supposed to be able to access the 
ballots themselves, or the information 
contained within them.   
So regarding rumors that now abound, about 
several provisional ballots being jeopardized 
during the chain of custody, that would be 
most disturbing.   Illegal?   Probably.  
Unethical?  ABSOLUTELY! 
Below is a portion of an article from The 
National Conference of State Legislatures, that 
explains the 'chain of custody' as it pertains to 
ballots, and why what may have occurred 
locally is so egregious.   The source is also 
referenced at the end so you can read the 
entire article pertaining to Election Security. 
During an Election: 
Chain of custody.  Election officials have 
procedural systems to check who has done 
what, and when. These systems include strict 
chain-of-custody rules that prevent voting 
system components from falling out of 
custody, undetected. For example, when 
ballots are moved there is often a “chain of 
custody” requirement where poll workers or 
officials who are touching ballots are required 
to log what they did—how many ballots moved 
from room to room, or were taken to a polling 
place or post office. Movements of equipment 
are recorded as well. Procedures such as these 
allow officials to track election-related 
 materials and provide a chronological record 
that can be reviewed should a problem or 
inconsistency arise. Arkansas enacted  HB 
1792  in 2017 to address chain-of-custody 
requirements. 

Physical security measures.  In addition to 
logging movement of election materials,   physical 
measures exist that keep equipment and election 
materials safe, such as tamper-proof seals, 
creating “zero reports” on voting equipment to 
ensure that no votes were cast prior to the 
opening of the polls, and officials working in 
bipartisan teams. See the chapter in the EAC 
Election Management Guidelines on  Physical 
Security for more information. 
Redundancies and backups.  Vote totals are 
backed up on redundant storage devices within 
voting equipment and e-poll books may be 
backed up with paper poll books. These built-in 
redundancies are designed to keep elections 
running smoothly in case of disasters. Disasters 
could be natural, such as fires and floods, or cyber 
disasters, when foreign or domestic bad actors 
attempt to tamper with election equipment or 
otherwise disrupt the election. For more on the 
cyber aspect, see the EAC’s document on  Cyber 
Incident Response Best Practices. 
Tampering with voting equipment as a 
crime.  Almost all states list election fraud as a 
crime (often a felony) and many also specifically 
criminalize tampering with voting equipment. If 
an individual is able to tamper with a voting 
machine, stuff a ballot box, or otherwise cheat, it is 
a prosecutable offense, often accompanied by 
hefty fines and jail time. See NCSL’s webpage 
on  State Statutes Prohibiting Tampering With 
Voting Systems for more information. 
Provisional ballots.  Provisional ballots, as 
required by the federal Help America Vote Act, are 
cast by voters whose eligibility is in question. 
Provisional ballots serve at least two purposes: to 
provide a fail-safe option for a voter who otherwise 
might not be able to vote, and to ensure that 
voters don’t cast two ballots. If the poll book 
indicates that a voter already received an absentee 
ballot and the voter shows up at the polls wanting 
to vote, he or she would be the asked to vote a 
provisional ballot. Shortly after Election Day, 
election officials would check to make sure the 
voter hadn’t already cast the absentee ballot 
before opening the provisional ballot envelope 
and counting the provisional ballot. This is one 
way to prevent a voter from casting two ballots. 
See NCSL’s webpage on  Provisional Ballots  for 
more information.  
Compliance Audits.  Often overshadowed by 
post-election audits, compliance audits serve as 
another measure to insure the integrity of election 
procedures and processes. Compliance audits 
review the processes and procedures utilized by 

election officials throughout the election process. 
A compliance audit could include: 
•  Examining the chain of custody of voted 

ballots by reviewing signature logs 
•  Checking tamper-proof seals and seal logs on 

voted ballots containers and voting equipment 
when transporting to and from storage 

•  Comparing the number of votes cast in a 
precinct to signatures recorded in the precinct 
poll book. Then documenting and investigating 
any discrepancies. 

The overall goal of a compliance audit is to test the 
procedures and processes to find systemic issues 
or failures within the system. If the underlying 
processes and procedures are found to be secure, 
it adds further validity and assurance that the 
result is correct. For additional information, visits 
NCSLs page on Post-Election Audits. 

★ ★ ★ ★ 

Election Integrity 101

FUN FACT:  Berries are simple fruits stemming from one flower. This means that pineapples, bananas, watermelon, pumpkins, and avocados are berries.  

http://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/assembly/2017/2017R/Pages/BillInformation.aspx?measureno=HB1792
http://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/assembly/2017/2017R/Pages/BillInformation.aspx?measureno=HB1792
https://www.eac.gov/assets/1/6/260.pdf
https://www.eac.gov/assets/1/6/260.pdf
https://www.eac.gov/assets/1/6/Incident-Response_best-practices.pdf
https://www.eac.gov/assets/1/6/Incident-Response_best-practices.pdf
https://www.ncsl.org/research/elections-and-campaigns/state-statutes-prohibiting-tampering-with-voting-systems.aspx
https://www.ncsl.org/research/elections-and-campaigns/state-statutes-prohibiting-tampering-with-voting-systems.aspx
https://www.ncsl.org/research/elections-and-campaigns/state-statutes-prohibiting-tampering-with-voting-systems.aspx
https://www.ncsl.org/research/elections-and-campaigns/provisional-ballots.aspx
https://www.ncsl.org/research/elections-and-campaigns/post-election-audits635926066.aspx#procedural
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FUN FACT: The Itchy & Scratchy Show that takes place within The Simpsons, has 107 episodes.


You can find past issues of  
The Payson News here: 
http://savepaysonaz.com/supporting-documents/

IMPORTANT DATES:

Voter registration deadline:  
October 5, 2020

Early Voting Begins:  
October 7, 2020

Sample Ballots Mailed:  
October 23, 2020

General Election Day:  
November 3, 2020

VOTER REGISTRATION 
FORM CLICK HERE!

https://www.thefactsite.com/the-simpsons-facts/
https://www.gilacountyaz.gov/government/recorder/docs/Arizona%20Registration%20Form.pdf
https://www.gilacountyaz.gov/government/recorder/docs/Arizona%20Registration%20Form.pdf
https://www.gilacountyaz.gov/government/recorder/docs/Arizona%20Registration%20Form.pdf
https://www.gilacountyaz.gov/government/recorder/docs/Arizona%20Registration%20Form.pdf
https://www.thefactsite.com/the-simpsons-facts/
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From kjzz.org 9/11/20

A federal grant will help Gila County officials build a 
long-awaited bridge over Tonto Creek, where 
flooding claimed the lives of four individuals in late 
2019. U.S. Sen. Martha McSally announced the 
county will receive $21 million under the Better 
Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development 
grant program. “Last November, Arizonans 
mourned the loss of the Rawlings family’s three 
young children who died during an accident 
crossing a flooded Tonto Creek,” McSally said. “No 
other family should have to experience this kind of 
unimaginable loss.”  A 69-year-old man also died 
crossing the creek in December. 
Prior to the grant, the federal government had 
routinely denied requests for Tonto Creek bridge 
funding.  Some Arizona lawmakers sought 
funding from the state budget to build the 
bridge, but Gov. Doug Ducey did not include the 
$21 million needed in his 2020 budget proposal.   
Ducey and other lawmakers from both sides of the 
aisle advocated for the U.S. Department of 
Transportation grant. 
Steve Sanders, director of public works for Gila 
County, said local officials are still awaiting official 
word of the grant from the transportation 
department. 
“Been a long time coming,” Sanders said. “We’re 
just happy to maybe see light and the end of the 
tunnel for it.” 
Gila County officials will need to double check 
plans and environmental documents produced 
years ago before proceeding with construction. The 
county has contingency funding available if costs 
for materials have risen above earlier estimates. 
Sanders said the county could break ground on the 
bridge within 12 months. 

★ ★ ★ 

ARIZONA MUSCLE CARS

601 N. BEELINE HIGHWAY
PAYSON, AZ 85541
mike@choiceauto.com

store: 928-468-1970
cell: 602-540-3073
fax: 928.468.1968

www.choiceauto.com

WE BUY CARS!

Mike Kaiser
PRESIDENT/OWNER

Feds Provide Grant For 
Tonto Creek Bridge

This is an effort of a group of concerned
citizens interested in our intangible right
of honest services in our community. This
effort is comprised of citizens of Payson and
the surrounding areas.

Did You Buy Real Estate in Payson Because of Promises
ASU WAS Opening a University Campus Here?

Was a deciding factor in your purchase
of land or a home in or around Payson the
expectation of increased property values or
the foreseen ability to generate income from
rental properties due to the promises of a 4
year university coming to Payson? Was this
claim reenforced by hundreds of news stories
in the Payson Roundup claiming ASU was
building a campus in Payson? Did the naming
of a street "University Way" and the beautiful
sign erected on the property help to solidify
your decision based on these promises?
You're not alone, it is estimated that 85% of
property bought in the last 12 years in Payson
was purchased under these false pretenses.
There are over 1,100 referenced articles
on the Payson Roundup's website about
ASU coming to Payson in the near future.
The Rim Country Educational Alliance, SLE is
(RCEA, SLE) is still making claims a university
will be built on the 253 acres purchased in 2015.
The document on the left, dated Nov. 5th,
2015 reveals the TRUTH, and puts to bed
any further false implications coming directly
from the office of President of ASU,Michael
Crow. The letter refers to the establishment of
a campus here in Payson, and Richard Stanley
states, "...we have made NO commitments and
NO commitments have been made to us and
the discussions to date HAVE NOT PROGRESSED
TO FORMAL NEGOTIATIONS."
If you purchased property under these false
pretenses, there may be something we can do
together. Please click on the link and sign our
petition showing support for a possible Class
Action Lawsuit against RCEA, SLE and ALL co-
conspirators involved. For your protection all
names on the petition shall remain confidential,
and will not be released to the public without
written permission from you.

Binders of University project drawings and plans
found on RCEA, SLE property.

Kasten Long Commercial Real Estate
promoting ASU Campus.

RCEA, SLE + RCEF

University campus hand-carved sign
donated to RCEA, SLE by theBoard of Realtors for $36,000.

FUN FACT:  The total weight of all air on Earth is 11 quintillion pounds.

https://www.newsbreak.com/channels/county-officials
https://www.newsbreak.com/people/martha-mcsally
https://kjzz.org/content/1359701/after-multiple-deaths-arizona-lawmakers-seek-funding-tonto-creek-bridge
https://kjzz.org/content/1359701/after-multiple-deaths-arizona-lawmakers-seek-funding-tonto-creek-bridge
https://kjzz.org/content/1359701/after-multiple-deaths-arizona-lawmakers-seek-funding-tonto-creek-bridge
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The latest service interruption reportedly occurred 
because a garbage truck while dumping struck an 
aerial fiber cable at the intersection of Parkinson Dr. 
and Bonnie Brae Dr. in Strawberry. From that 
description you might get the impression that the 
trash company was at fault, but that is not the case. 
The National Electric safety code (see exhibit 1) 
specifies that aerial communication facilities 
constructed over public roads with truck access 
must have a minimum of 15’ 6” of road clearance. 
The trash truck’s dumping mechanism was not 15’ 
6” high, thus the CenturyLink fiber cable must have 
been much lower than code over Parkinson Dr.  

The Payson News interviewed the individual who 
reported the accident to authorities and discovered 
interesting facts about the incident. Months ago,  
APS placed new higher poles in this location 
providing Century Link the support needed to 
achieve proper road clearance. Yet, CenturyLink has 
failed to transfer their cables to the new higher APS 
poles. If they had, the latest outage would have 
been prevented. Reportedly, CenturyLink 
contracted a construction crew with two bucket 
trucks that were on site restoring the outage, and 
STILL neglected to fix the reason for the outage.  Is 
this strictly CenturyLink’s fault for being lazy and 
not bringing their cable to code? (see pics 1,2,&3)  

This is not an isolated incident. In September of 
2017 CenturyLink was notified that several sections 
of the working aerial fiber cable north of Payson 
were unlashed and on the ground with elk walking 
on them. (See picture #5 )  It took many months to 
get a response from CenturyLink to repair the 
problem even though pictures were published in 
the Roundup Newspaper. [2] 

Apparently that repair was not done correctly 
because the same section of cable is now unlashed 
(Fiber cable, which is not designed to support any 
weight, supporting the weight of the protective 
conduit sleeve is called lashing) and only 18” above 

the ground??. All it would take to damage the cable and 
interrupt service is an enthusiastic bull elk polishing his 
antlers on the cable. (See pic #4)  

CenturyLink was notified of this problem by e-mail with 
pictures on August 16, 2020 with a note that offering to 
guide the repair crew to the site, but there has been no 
reply from CenturyLink.  

Councilman Ferris also reported the problem to the 
Payson Police Chief to see if he could help get 
CenturyLink’s attention.  

Cable One (A.K.A. Spark Lite) is not the solution to all 
our problems. Unfortunately Cable One’s (A.K.A. Spark 
Lite) new facilities, which are still under construction, 
will not solve the problem without a contractual 
agreement with CenturyLink, or each of the other 
internet/CATV companies now being served through the 
CenturyLink cable. Any such contract would involve the 
placement of expensive additional equipment and 
would only serve the customers of the contracting 
company.  

As an example, if Sudden Link wanted to pay Cable One 
(A.K.A. Spark Lite) for a connection back to the internet 
on their new cable (to the Show Low area) they could do 
that, but to make their service redundant they would 
need to maintain their present service with CenturyLink 
creating two paths to the internet. They would have to 
pay the monthly cost for both services, as well as, the 
cost of the equipment to switch to the secondary 
internet path if the primary cable was cut. A very 
expensive solution to the end user, and in this example 
it would only provide redundancy to the Sudden Link 
customers.  

The goal is REDUNDANT SERVICE for ALL (the internet 
and CATV) customers in Payson. Redundant service is 
defined as internet service that is not interrupted when 
a cable is cut. Cable One (A.K.A. Spark Lite) has publicly 
stated on several occasions that it will not provide 
REDUNDANT SERVICE for all of Payson with the current 
construction project. They have stated their service will 
be RESILIENT, which is defined as internet service that is 
very reliable but not REDUNDANT. If the Cable One 
(A.K.A. Spark Lite) project provides a second path to the 

internet as stated, that is a good thing. It could 
eventually be expanded to provide redundancy, but due 
to the costs involved, public and political pressure has to 
be added to potential profitability to make it happen 
regardless of which company provides the service.  

It might be time for the Consortium Technical Team to 
reconvene and explore additional ways to bring all the 
involved parties together. Securing redundant internet 
service has become political like everything else these 
days. Councilman Jim Ferris is the only council member 
that is actively involved in seeking solutions to our 
internet problem.  Council candidate Deborah Rose has 
expressed her willingness to help, and has asked two of 
the three-member Consortium Technical Team to join 
her election committee. 

It will take more than two council members to help fix 
the problem.  It will take a united town council plus our 
elected state and congressional representatives all 
working together to solve this problem.  

Be aware that Gila County is not part of the solution for 
redundant internet service. They are actively trying to 
implement the Ammon Idaho internet plan. This plan 
would create a new county bureaucracy which would 
waste $19 million of grant dollars recabling Gila county 
so the County could become an internet service provider 
(ISP). This plan does not address the redundancy 
problem, it only establishes the County as another 
competitor for internet service provisioning without 
providing redundancy.  

The Arizona Corporation Commission does not have 
jurisdiction over the CenturyLink internet service and 
can not force them to provide redundant internet 
service, but they do control the rates of the CenturyLink 
regulated telephone business. CenturyLink is making a 
lot of money transporting unregulated service for all the 
internet and CATV service providers in Payson. That 
transport income is being generated from a cable 
initially paid for by regulated CenturyLink customers 
and is therefor part of the cost calculations that 
determine your telephone rates. The Az Corporation 
Commission might want to look into this situation to be 
sure that regulated service rates are not subsidizing 
CenturyLinks’s very profitable unregulated service 
transport. Write in Corporation Commission 
candidate… Continued on Page 7 


FUN FACT: The tallest mountain in our solar system, Olympic Mons, is 3 times taller than Mount Everest.


Labor Day outage continued from Page 1  

Picture 1:CenturyLink failed to attach to this new APS 
pole to eliminate low clearance problem.

Picture 2: Low hanging cable around the break.

Picture 3: Low hanging cable around the break.

http://savepaysonaz.com/data/documents/sept-22-broadband-story.pdf.pdf
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Continued from Page 6…


Jim O’conner is seriously interested in that 
situation.  The Broadband Consortium Technical 
Team has worked hard for many years 
exploring a multitude of alternative solutions 
to our redundancy problem. They have 
obtained a fiber optic cable corridor route 
mapping from the engineers who designed 
and implemented the optic cable now serving 
Northern Arizona. Some of the original 
mapping they provided was created for a 
2 0 1 4 m e e t i n g w i t h 
Congressmen Paul Gosar, 
CenturyLink executives/
engineers and local first 
responders long before 
there was a Broadband 
C o n s o r t i u m . T h i s 
i n f o r m a t i o n w a s n o t 
previously available and it 
was provided to all the 
companies, individuals, and 
State agencies who showed 
an interest in solving our 
problem. The team even 
provided detailed pole line 
schematics for several 
alternative engineering 
solutions. Cable One utilized 
one of the Consortium’s plans 
to bring cable down the Rim 
from Forest Lakes to Colcord 
Estates.  

The team has not yet achieved 
the goal of redundant internet 
service but we are coming closer 

day by day.  

If you read the Payson  

Roundup Newspaper 
one would think the 
MHA (who SAY their 
mission is education 
and Health, not utility 
services) are to be 
c r e d i t e d f o r t h e 
engineering of the line 
being brought down, 
but once again this is 
not reality.  It is very 
disheartening to read 
the MHA’s web page 

and find out that they 
are the ones claiming 
credi t for the work 
actually done by the 

Consortium Technical Team and others.  

EDITOR’S NOTE:  Why do we keep seeing the MHA and 
associated shell companies monopolizing on ALL the 
resources in Payson?  If you follow projects where there 
is big money to be made you might see a familiar 
name on the board.  It is  going to take a team 
effort to solve our redundancy problem, not 
individuals grandstanding for their own financial 
gain. It would be helpful if those individuals 
joined the team, instead of dividing the town.  

★ ★ ★ ★ 

By Dave Golembewski  

Since when is it acceptable for a candidate to seek 
information from a ballot in the town clerk’s office 
and go to visit that voter to question them about 
their ballot? Was Jolynn Shinstock told to do this 
by someone? If so, who? Why would a candidate 
tell another candidate to do such a thing?  
Shouldn’t this fall under the county recorder’s job 
or election official?  If Jolynn took this duty upon 
herself is there any election interference or 
intimidation laws to protect our voters? I hope 
there is as I don’t want this happening again in 
November. I brought up the behavior with A Better 
Payson,LLC and their response was that by taking 
matters into her own hands they considered 
Jolynn a leader and patriot for her actions. ON 
WHAT PLANET?  Do you, the voters, really want a 
councilwoman who takes orders from fellow 
council members on something as important as 
an election?   Her actions are so unprecedented 
the authorities are not sure what to do about it, 
“We’ve never had anybody do something like this 
before.”  A comment made by the County 
Recorder.  
You must decide when you fill out your ballot.   
BUT HOLD ON…Don’t drop your ballots off at the 
administrative offices at Town Hall. They are not 
listed as an official polling place and do not have a 
locked ballot box.  Who knows what happened to 
the ballots that they collected in the Primary.  The 
Town Attorney has dismissed all complaints filed.  
Wasn’t the Town Clerk involved in the complaint?  
YES.  Isn’t that a conflict of interest? YES.  Why 
would the Town Attorney not inform the Clerk she 
must recuse herself from the working on the 
complaints that complain about her?  Is it all 
becoming more clear what is going on here?  I 
hope so!  I know my trust will be in Deborah Rose 
for Town Council.  

Picture #4: Down cable might have caused catastrophic internet failure if we had 
not forced CenturyLink to repair the problem. That cable was transporting all of 
Payson internet at the time the picture was taken. It was finally repaired prior to 
service problems.

Picture #5: This cable is the path for all working internet service in Payson 
“RIGHT NOW 9-15-2020”. It is as of now a “potential” cause of internet 
failure.
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By Walt Noot 

The Democrats in 2020 have retaken the 
White House and control congress…and are 
still in power. Below are the stories of the day 
from CNN and Fox News: 
CNN:   Adam Schiff has organized an angry 
base of third-graders that are sick and tired of 
violence from spit balls.  Their demands 
include raising the age limit to 21 for 
possessing straws. 
Fox News:  Third-graders marched in support 
of Adam Schiff’s proposal to raise the age limit 
to 21 to be allowed to buy straws.  This really is 
the last straw.  As a side note, there were many 
misspelled words on their placards. 
CNN:  Hillary Clinton, in a wheelchair, 
dragging an oxygen tank behind her, despite 
her delicate physical condition, signs 
autographs for her latest book.  The signing 
was held at a coffee magnate’s outlet.  
Inspired attendees stood in line to get her 
autograph.  
Fox News:  Recently Hillary Clinton was seen 
at a Starbucks touting her 11th book about 
why she lost the 2016 election to Donald 
Trump.  Both attendees (employees) asked for 
her autograph.  
CNN:  Left wing conspiracy theorists blame 
Trump for the difficulty of learning Russian in 
our schools. 
Fox News:  Da.  Putin thanks Chelsea for the 
Uranium 10 deal.  That’s why we now have to 
press 4 for Russian.  By the way, we also now 
have to push 2 for English, and 3 for Pushti. 
Spanish, of course, is now the official 

language of the United States. 
CNN:  The sovereign nation of California is in talks 
with the US seeking economic aid.  California, in a 
terse statement released today, rightly blames 
Trump for walling off their source of nearly free 
labor.  
 Fox News:  The country of California is now 
virtually bankrupt.  The Tech industry has fled, 
reducing the country to a purely agrarian 
economy.  They are offering English classes (free of 
course) so they can groom negotiators to deal with 
the U.S. The Democrats seem to be in favor of 
offering aid, noting that the current tax rate for 
most Americans is only at 75%.  
CNN:  Socialism works.  Income equality has been 
achieved. 
Fox News:  Unemployment now stands at 85%.  
Tax freedom day, for those still inclined to work, is 
now December  1st. 
Writer’s note:  Satire only works when 
plausibility is part of the equation.  If the 
Democrats take over, and you are still alive in 
2050 you may find this wasn’t hyperbole. 

★ ★ ★ ★ 
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Homemade fudge
Italian gelato
Local coffee

618 N Beeline Hwy
Payson, AZ 85541

www.paysonfudge.com

Buy 1 pound of homemade fudge and get a 1/4 pound free!

928.978.0640928.978.0640

FAST FORWARD TO 2050

FUN FACT:  The total weight of all air on Earth is 11 quintillion pounds.
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FUN FACT: The thumbs up sign is believed to have originated from Chinese pilots.

928.468.6116 
carolwattsinpayson@gmail.com      www.youravon.com/cwatts

DEBORAH ROSEDEBORAH ROSE
for Town Councilfor Town Council

Paid for by Deborah Rose for Town Council Approved by Deborah Rose 928.978.0063

deborahforpayson.comdeborahforpayson.com

votefordeborah2020@gmail.com

Deborah GIVES backto our community

DEBORAH ROSEDEBORAH ROSE
for Town Councilfor Town Council

https://www.facebook.com/DeborahForPayson

Spirit of Christmas & Food Drive
Charlie Daniels Band - Veterans Concert 2017

Time Out Domestic Violence Center
The Senior Center

Teen Challenge Christian Life Ranch

Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.
- Martin Luther King, Jr.

Homeless Outreaches & Warming Center
Vietnam Veterans Wall - Coming in 2021

I believe in God, family, this great country,
and the people of Payson.

Wrestling Team for Kids 5 - 10 yrs.
PCCS Tuition for Kids

Worlds Longest Continuous Rodeo

Deborah GIVES backto our community
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The Payson News has 
been created by citizens of 
Payson who demand the 
TRUTH be told in Payson. If 
there is only one source for 
news, and the reporting is 
completely biased, you’re 
not getting the whole story. 
We feel newspapers have a 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y t o t h e 
community to keep the 
people informed without 
trying to promote an agenda 
for personal gain.  To 
dis inform the publ ic is 
wrong, we have enough fake 
news in this town. What is 
written today is our history 
t o m o r r o w .  I t i s t o o 
important to let one group 
continue to deprive 
us of the truth; 
t h u s t h i s 
publication was 
born. 

We check the 
facts, and provide 
the link to the proof so you 
can see it for yourselves. We 
care about our history being 
written with truth and 
integrity.  The people should 
have a voice, and be able to 
question things in our town 
without threats. This is our 
town, it belongs to the 
people. If you would like to 
subscribe and be on the 
email list for The Payson 
News send an email to: 
signup4@thepaysonnews.
com Or if you’d like to 
submit an ad, send an email 
to: 
ads@thepaysonnews.com.  
We ask that you help our 
efforts and get the word out 
to neighbors, friends and 
family.  God Bless. ★ 

KNOWLEDGE IS POWER 
THE POWER IS IN YOU! 

PAST ISSUES CAN BE 
DOWNLOADED HERE: 
http://
www.savepaysonaz.com/

ThankYou!

mailto:carolwattsinpayson@gmail.com
http://www.youravon.com/cwatts
http://www.youravon.com/cwatts
http://www.youravon.com/cwatts
http://www.youravon.com/cwatts
mailto:carolwattsinpayson@gmail.com
http://www.youravon.com/cwatts
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http://www.youravon.com/cwatts
http://www.youravon.com/cwatts
mailto:signup4@thepaysonnews.com
mailto:signup4@thepaysonnews.com
mailto:ads@thepaysonnews.com
http://www.savepaysonaz.com/supporting-documents/
http://www.savepaysonaz.com/supporting-documents/
mailto:signup4@thepaysonnews.com
mailto:signup4@thepaysonnews.com
mailto:ads@thepaysonnews.com
http://www.savepaysonaz.com/supporting-documents/
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By Walt Noot 

My lament about education is simply that I 
contend we expect way too little of our students.  
Work that is considered AP (advanced placement) 
worthy is what I consider minimally acceptable for 
a high school graduate.  Since my student 
teaching days I have had an ongoing battle with 
teachers of other disciplines that don't insist upon 
proper grammar in the work they receive from 
students.   I maintain that it is incumbent upon 
them to grade not only on content but also on the 
manner in which the information is presented.  
More alarming is the number of times I have 
witnessed even English teachers abusing the 
language.   I suspect that the teachers of other 
subjects, in reality, don't themselves believe the 
argument that it isn't their responsibility to 
address grammatical errors.   I assert that they 
themselves know they aren't proficient enough to 
do so and don't want to expose their inadequacy.   
Unless there has been a drastic change in the 
tests  given prospective teachers to attain 
certification, the TPE (Teacher Proficiency Exam as 
it was called when I took the test) does little more 
than to reveal you are able to read and perhaps 
balance a checkbook.   Before a teacher is turned 
loose in a classroom he or she ought to be able to 
pass a much more stringent test that displays they 
have more than a rudimentary grasp of their 
subject matter.   Additionally, since the world 
revolves around communication, I also believe 
the teachers of other disciplines should  be 
required to verify their competency in the use of 
the English language.  
When I hear complaints about education, said 
complaints generally address the lack of 
spending on a per pupil basis and low salaries for 
teachers.  Let’s keep in mind that our cost of living 
is lower than that of many states where 
comparisons are drawn.  Furthermore, I contend 
salaries should have little to do with longevity in 
the classroom. Competence and ongoing 
education should be the corollary determining 
remuneration.  Institutions that are turning out 
teachers ought to make it abundantly clear that 
this is not a profession that will make you wealthy.  
In my utopian meritocracy they could get rich but 
that will never happen with unions in the way and 
the basic structure of education funding. 
I suspect my crusade to influence the adoption of 
tougher requirements for teachers and 
concomitant student expectations is 
futile.    Typically, the greater the 
expectation, the greater the resultant 
performance.   

★ ★ ★ ★ 

FUN FACT: The wife of Anthony Perkins, the original Norman Bates, died as a result of being a passenger on one of the 9/11 planes.


Not so Great 
Expectations
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