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EVENTS: 

Aug. 12, 2022 
Community Meeting in Alpine Heights 
at Church of Holy Nativity on Rancho 
and Easy St, 6pm 

Aug. 13, 2022 
Farmers Market Sawmill Theater 
parking lot from 6am till noon. 

Aug. 16, 2022 
Story Time 10:30am Payson Library.  

Aug. 18, 2022 
Special Payson Town Council Meeting 
to Canvass the Election.starts at 4:30 
pm.  

Aug. 20-21, 2022 
The Moment of Truth 48 hour Live 
Stream at frankspeech.com and 
LindellTV.  Starts at 9AM.  Featuring 
Premier of [s]election code the 
documentary about what happened in 
Colorado to a County Clerk who did 
her job - only to have the FBI break her 
door down.  Don’t Miss It! 

Aug. 24, 2022 
Town Council Meeting 4:30 pm 
Patriots please get involved and go  
to these meetings. Agendas available 
at www.paysonaz.gov 

Aug. 27, 2022 
GCRC Regan Day Luncheon  

Aug 25-28, 2022 
The Wall That Heals is a traveling 
memorial for Vietnam veterans lost in 
the war.  Names of those lost are 
listed on the walls of the memorial.   

Views and opinions expressed in The 
Payson News are those of the authors, and 

do not necessarily reflect our policy or 
position; none of which are intended to 

malign anyone or anything. 
 The Freedom Press, LLC.  
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PAYSON IN DECLINE
What Really Happened with Taylor Pool? 

By Lori Thompson  

Taylor Pool which was built in 1985 had been 
serving the families of Payson for many years and 
while yes, the pool is older, there are many pools 
throughout Arizona which are older but are still 
serving their communities well.  
A town pool is a multi-generational quality of life 
issue. With drowning being the number one cause 
of accidental death for children under 4, the 
importance of swimming lessons cannot be 
overstated. In addition, a pool offers a tremendous 
benefit to our seniors through water exercise and 
lap swim, and competitive programs offer a 
positive fun activity for our youth and employment 
at the pool offers quality jobs.  

The Town was operating Taylor Pool and was 
serving the community in the summer of 2019. The 
only reason given for not opening the pool in 2020 
was Covid-19.  The Taylor Pool filtration system was 
operational in late 2020, and plans were being 
made in February of 2021 to open the facility 
without any major renovations.  
At the February 23, 2021 Council meeting a list of 
possible reasons why the Taylor pool could not 
open was presented to the Council. [2] The 
majority of the items had not changed since the 
pool was operational in 2019 and would not 
prevent the pool from opening. Taylor pool could 
be brought up to code, and equipment used to do 
this, such as an accessible pool lift, could be used at 
the new pool if it is built. Instead of finding 
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A c c o r d i n g t o N e i g h b o r h o o d S c o u t 
(www.neighborhoodscout.com) Payson has 
one of the highest crime rates in America 
compared to all communities of all sizes - 
from the smallest towns to the very largest 
cities. Payson, Arizona has a crime rate of 53 
per one thousand residents, One's chance of 
becoming a victim of either violent or property 
crime here is one in 19. Within Arizona, more 
than 96% of the communities have a lower 
crime rate than Payson. 

Separately, it is always interesting and 
important to compare a town's crime rate with 
those of similarly sized communities - a fair 
comparison as larger cities tend to have more 
crime. NeighborhoodScout has done just that. 
With a population of 16,351, Payson has a 
combined rate of violent and property crime 
that is very high compared to other places of 
similar population size. Regardless of whether 
Payson does well or poorly compared to all 
other cities and towns in the US of all sizes, 
compared to places with a similar population, 
it fares badly. Few other communities of this 
size have a crime rate as high as Payson. 

Now let us turn to take a look at how Payson 
does for violent crimes specifically, and then 
how it does for property crimes. This is 
important because the overall crime rate can 
be further illuminated by understanding if 
violent crime or property crimes (or both) are 
the major contributors to the general rate of 
crime in Payson. 

For Payson, we found that the violent crime rate is 
one of the highest in the nation, across 
communities of all sizes (both large and small). 
Violent offenses tracked included rape, murder 
and non-negligent manslaughter, armed robbery, 
and aggravated assault, including assault with a 
d e a d l y w e a p o n . A c c o r d i n g t o 
NeighborhoodScout's analysis of FBI reported 
crime data, your chance of becoming a victim of 
one of these crimes in Payson is one in 36. 

NeighborhoodScout's analysis also reveals that 
Payson's rate for property crime is 25 per one 
thousand population. This makes Payson a place 
where there is an above average chance of 
becoming a victim of a property crime, when 
compared to all other communities in America of 
all population sizes. Property crimes are motor 

vehicle theft, a r s o n , 
larceny, and burglary. 

Your chance of becoming a victim of any of these 
crimes in Payson is one in 41. 

The reality of our situation isn’t ideal as far as 
crime goes, and the fore mentioned statistics do 
not include Payson’s number one problem - drugs.  
So we are dealing with high crime and a drug 
problem, but we are in the protective hands of our 
police department.  Despite always being 
understaffed, most of us support, honor and 
respect our police officers.  This is how it should 
be, mutual respect. 
Excerpts from an article written Alexis Bechman, 
Roundup Editor entitled Arrests made in 
Woodhill area vehicle break-ins on July 15th, 
2022 [1] 
Two people have been arrested for reportedly 
breaking into vehicles in the Woodhill area of 

Payson. 
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The Payson Police Department reported there 
were a string of vehicle burglaries in that area 
off Payson Parkway during the overnight 
hours of Wednesday, July 6 to Thursday, July 
7. 
Using video footage from a Ring security 
camera on July 7, Officer Erickson with the 
PPD identified two people burglarizing a 
vehicle and running away.” 
This investigation was conducted in a bizarre 
manner.  After officers viewed the video 
footage several of the victims of these car 
break-ins claim an officer asked for a DNA 
swab from them “To run through the database 
and to eliminate their DNA .”   
WOWAH!!  PUT ON THE BREAKS HERE!! 
What?  Excuse me??  The victims of a “Smash 
and Grab” were asked to provide a DNA 
swab???  First of all folks, this is absolutely a 
violation of your civil rights.  Without a 
warrant, court order or placing you under 
arrest, you have every right to refuse this type 
of request.  An officer can ask you to talk to 
them, but if you are on your way to work or for 
some reason don’t have time to give a 
statement right then, you have every right to 
tell them you will call and give your statement 
later or refuse all together.  If an officer comes 
to your door you do not have to let them in 
your home, unless they have an arrest warrant.  
If you would like to give an officer a statement 
it is advised you step outside and close your 
door and give your statement. 
When a former Honorable Judge was asked 
what they thought about this situation they 
said, “The first thing I would do is file a 
complaint with the chief of police about this 
officer. This displays lack of training, poor 
investigative skills and outright violations to a 
persons civil rights.  A forensic DNA sample is a 
highly complex piece of evidence that would 
never be ordered in a car break-in case.  
Especially from the victim!!  It costs $1000s of 
dollars to run forensic DNA panels against the 
database, and could take weeks to get the 
result.  There is no logical reason this should 
have happened.  It just doesn’t make any 
sense.” 
The Roundup article goes on… 
“Through the later investigation, the subjects 
were identified as Andrew Burgos and Jessica 
Brodzinski, both of Payson,” according to 

Police Chief Ron Tischer. “An immediate and 
coordinated response occurred involving officers 
from the police department, the Gila County 
Sheriff ’s Office, and the Tonto Apache 
Reservation.” 
Officers located Burgos and Brodzinski, hiding in 
a vacant residence near the Payson Parkway area. 
When found, they were wearing the same 
clothing seen in the video and had stolen items 
from vehicle burglaries that had occurred in the 
area, he said. They also reportedly had multiple 
items of drug paraphernalia and prescription pills 
manipulated to look like fentanyl pills. 
Burgos and Brodzinski were arrested on multiple 
charges related to burglary, theft, imitation drug 
sales, and drug paraphernalia. 
The PPD is continuing the investigation due to 
multiple burglaries that are believed to be 
committed by these individuals. 
From USAttorneys.com: 
Oaths. 
State and local police generally swear an oath to 
the United States Constitution, as civil service or 
uniformed service officers, stating: “I, officer 
name, do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I 
will support and defend the Constitution of 
the United States  against all enemies, 
foreign and domestic; that I will bear true 
faith and allegiance to the same; that I take 
this obligation freely, without any mental 
reservation or purpose of evasion; and that I 
will well and faithfully discharge the duties 
of the office on which I am about to enter. So 
help me God.” This section does not affect other 
oaths required by law. 
Language may include “… to preserve, protect, 
and defend the Constitution of the United 
States and Arizona against all enemies, 
foreign or domestic” so that state agencies are 
specifically named.   This oath may be tested in an 
officer’s personal and professional life as 
evidenced by the increases in police brutality 
claims nationwide. 
Constitutional framework. 
While the Constitutional framework addresses the 
exercises of power permitted under it, it has been 
a s s u m i n g m o r e p o w e r s t h a t a r e n o t 
constitutionally-based in response to public 
demands for “action” to specific instances.  
Without the adaptation of spelled out 
amendments, these requested powers may not be 
legitimate and serve purposes that were never 
intended by the original legislation, based in part 
on the mechanisms of court outcomes that may be 

biased.  As an officer of the law, any order received 
that is contrary to the Constitution of the U.S. or of 
your State is illegal. Compliance with such an 
order is not required, but may be and probably is 
illegal, and the issuance of such an order may be a 
crime, which obligates a law enforcement officer 
to make an arrest of the person issuing it. 
Federal law. 
Under federal law, 18 USC 242, it is illegal for 
anyone under the color of law to deprive any 
person of the rights, privileges or immunities 
secured by the U.S. Constitution, and under 18 
USC 241 it is illegal to conspire to violate such 
rights. It is a felony punishable by up to 10 years 
in prison. This could be applied to local, state, or 
federal law enforcement or military personnel who 
abuse the rights of citizens. Every state has a 
similar law. 
If officers were to act in accordance with the oath 
they take when being sworn into civil service 
positions, the incidence of police misconduct and 
brutality might be decreased, in consideration of 
criminal prosecution for violations of U.S. 
Constitutional law that include police action 
against a citizen’s: 

• 4thAmendment right to be free from 
unreasonable government searches and 
seizures; 

• 8thAmendment right for inmates to live free 
from cruel and unusual punishments; 

• 14thAmendment right to live free from 
excessive force while detained by the police. 

Police brutality attorneys are well-versed in 
constitutional law and are often a good resource 
when citizens feel that a law officer has acted with 
brutality or in a way that constitutes misconduct 
against the oath they swore to uphold as police. 
As our federal government continues to push the 
boundaries and protections given by the U.S. 
Constitution it is our job to be vigilant and ready 
to exercise our constitutional rights and duties so 
as to never allow tyranny to take our country. 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solutions or listening to what the community 
wanted the administration and the majority of 
the council refused to consider professional 
and community input.  
Information from the February 23 Council 
meeting presentation on shutting down Taylor 
Pool was a very “just say no” negative attitude 
with a lot of why we can’t do what the 
community wants and needs verses how can 
we get it done.  Again, feels like it is driven by 
an outside organization.  The presentation 
with notes listed is attached.  [3] 
As shown by the MHA survey and the majority 
of the comments at the town hall event on 
July 19, 2021, the residents of Payson want a 
pool for young and old alike. Yes, we need to 
plan and support a future pool but that is 
many years away, and with recent actions by 
the town it is getting even farther away.   
The Town has continued to shorten the season 
at Taylor Pool over the years. The Town claims 
that it can’t run the season for longer due to 
the use of lifeguards that are in high school. 
While lifeguarding is a good job for a high 
school student, and offers an alternative to fast 
food jobs, there are others that could benefit 
from these quality jobs.  There are community 
college students who could be hired as 
lifeguards, we have nursing, fire science, EMT 
and other students at our local college that 
would make great lifeguards. We also have 
active and capable adults and seniors that 
could be lifeguards and swim instructors as is 
done in other communities.  
The idea of using the Tonto Apache Gym Pool 
is not a feasible option,. The town has been 
working since early 2021 to allow the 

community to use this small pool to no avail.  
Mayor Tom Morrissey has not been able to 
facilitate any agreement for the use of the Tonto 
Pool or any pool in the community.  The pool is 
also very small and is already heavily used by gym 
members. The staff at the pool have repeatedly 
said the pool is not large enough to allow any 
additional community use. They will only allow 
one swim teacher with very limited hours. As of 
the end of July there are no swim lessons being 
held at the Tonto Pool.  They have repeatedly said 
they have no agreement with the town. The very 
small number of children who were able to take 
lessons there this summer paid almost $300 for a 
session of 10 lessons. The pool also has no lane 
lines, pool markings or starting blocks which make 
the use by lap swimmers or swim teams very 
difficult.  
An agenda item at the October 28 meeting the 
Town proposed the possibility of spending 
$30,000 for the purpose of providing an update 
for Council discussion and possible direction on 
the scope of service to undertake the conceptual 
design and preliminary cost estimate for a year-
round indoor facility. In this same agenda item, it 
was noted “Staff was informed by the RCEA, 
following the September 23, 2021 meeting, that 
they (RCEA) are reluctant to move forward with 
funding the design of community center with the 
Town as potential partner as the Council’s decision 
to study an indoor pool facility.  [4] 

They kept stating that the pool was unsafe to open, 
yet they could show no proof of that in early 
February 2021 when they were hiring employees 
to open the pool and there was no information 
that the pool was unsafe. A copy of a public 
records request asking for a copy of the Health 
Department inspections of the pool from 2014 to 
present is attached. [5] The email stating that they 

did not have the records is also attached. [6] That 
the town had no records of Health Department 
Inspections for the pool over the last eight years is 
extremely negligent, and if they were destroyed 
someone needs to be held accountable as 
maintaining these inspections is a basic 
operational necessity.  
On December 8 Mr. Smith said on the KMOG 
Forum show, “All that would need to be done to 
operate the pool would be to turn on the breakers,”  
The Town had already proceeded with removing 
the water, equipment, and deck items prior to the 
Dec. 8th radio show and the Dec. 9th council 
meeting. There was an item on the agenda for the 
Dec. 9th meeting to accept $5,000 from Friends of 
Rim Country Aquatics for a professional evaluation 
by a licensed pool contractor. The evaluation 
would have provided transparency and factual 
information. If the evaluation had been completed 
there is a good chance the community would have 
had a pool this summer and for years to come. 
Due to demolition the Town had completed  prior 
to the Dec. 9 council meeting it made an 
evaluation or repairs to Taylor Pool nearly 
impossible.  [7] 
After hearing the incorrect information that was 
being said by town staff on the radio that 
morning, and getting a phone call that what town 
staff was saying on the radio was incorrect, my 
husband and I decided to walk our dog at Rumsey 
and check out the pool. When we arrived at the 
pool the were no town employees present. No 
Town employees were doing any work, no one 
went in or out of the locked pool fence. A town 
employee did arrive after we were there and we 
did talk and primarily agreed about what was 
taking place with the pool.  
Friends of Rim Country Aquatics was formed in 
response to the outpouring of support for a 
community pool in Payson following the July 19, 
2021 community meeting. A petition to allow a 
professional evaluation paid for by Friends of Rim 
Country Aquatics gathered hundreds of signatures 
in very short time.  We have always encouraged 
everyone to work together with the Town and 
other groups in a positive way to do what is best 
for the residents of Payson and we hope that we 
will be allowed to continue to do so.  
The treatment and attacks of members of the 
Payson community who have come forward and 
brought their concerns to the town administration 
and certain council members has been very 
disheartening. There were feelings by members of  
the community that town officials again refused to 
listen or even consider their concerns.  Members 
of the Parks and Recreation Commission who  
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would voice concerns about what was 
happening at the parks would be attacked by 
council members and town officials, including 
being thrown off and attempting to be thrown 
off the commission. I would hope that the 
Town would encourage residents to come 
forward and when they do they would be 
treated in a more respectful way.  
We encourage the Town to work with the 
Friends of Rim Country Aquatics to help 
provide lifesaving swim lessons and aquatics 
programs and provide input for a new pool. 
Starting in May of this year the Friends of Rim 
Country Aquatics has started offering very 
limited swim lessons to the 
community t h r o u g h t h e 
Rim Country Swim Academy 
i n c l u d i n g offering swim 
scholarships to families who need 
assistance. The town has not been willing to 
work with Friends of Rim Country Aquatics. 
Our goal has always been to do what is best 
for the residents of Payson and we have 
worked hard to help make things better for 
the community and its children. 


★ ★ ★ ★ ★                 
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By Jerri Medina 
When I was a kid growing up, I was called a variety 
of nicknames (some good, and others not so 
good).   Schoolyard stuff, like stupid, four-eyes, 
trailer trash, red head like the #*ck of a dog, goodie 
two shoes, etc... Now as an adult, I’m hearing a new 
set of good and bad names.   Conservative, 
troublemaker, evil president supporter, deplorable, 
angry woman, and even domestic terrorist.  You get 
the picture the bully is trying to create, that I don’t 
matter, and that they are a better person.   Being 
different makes people uncomfortable, maybe 
even afraid. 
I say this is because I feel shut out of the Payson 
elections. I’m an outsider, not from a Pioneer 
family, not LDS, not pro-MHA. I wasn’t born here, 
and I don’t even go to one of the “big” churches 
here. I kept hearing over and over, “I’m not voting 
for those California implants.” “I don’t trust them, 
they’re foreigners, they ruined California, and now 
they want to ruin “MY” Payson.”   Payson, like it or 
not, is a melting pot of people from all over the 
world, including California. To judge people from 

where they come from sets up all sorts of wrongful 
prejudices.  
I am finding, much to my dismay, that Payson and 
Gila County are not exempt from corruption, such 
as giving out bids to friends or church members, 
favoritism, and even nepotism in hiring, etc.   A 
person that I know interviewed for a job with the 
City of Payson and was told (outside the office) she 
didn’t get the job because she wore her cross to the 
interview, even though she was the most qualified 
candidate.   We also have the town council trying to 
“create” a trash department. That’s never come up 
before this year???   Is this in retaliation to the only 
council person who votes the way the people want? 
Gila County, Payson City jobs, council and mayor 
positions are not part of a “kingdom” to bequeath 
to the next of kin, it’s a democratic republic with 
the people using an election to decide who gets 
into office. We are supposed to vote for the person 
most capable of doing the job FOR the people.  
After this primary, I now have the choice of picking 
a guy whose dad was a long time Board of 
Supervisor (the Prince of the kingdom?). Or picking 
a guy for mayor that lives on someone’s property 
against the town ordinances.   If he doesn’t respect 
basic town ordinances, how’s he going to be fair 

and impartial as a Mayor?  Or the choice of a dental 
professional, who couldn’t answer a basic question 
about the running of the town or council at any of 
the debates, but he won because he’s “nice and 
belongs to the right church”.   Or a council person is 
married to an ex-councilman (Duchess, another 
kingdom position)? 
I witnessed one of the local candidates, Mr. Tough, 
come to a debate venue with the intent of picking a 
fight with another candidate.   How did he think 
that would turn out?  Harassing bullies can become 
violent with the people they’re lashing out at, 
taking out their anger in a physical way.   They want 
to control how others see that person. Name-calling 
is usually done in front of others (or in the public 
newspaper), encouraging others to view the target 
person the same as the bully does. Repetition of 
the name-calling normalizes this type of 
communication behavior from the bully, giving the 
bully de facto validation and entitlement. Where 
does the bully think this type of talk, acting or 
writing is ok?  

★ ★ ★ ★ 

Letter to the Editor 

POINT TO PONDER 

Back in 2020 the Town Payson entered into a mediation 
agreement with the KEY BRIDGE FOUNDATION to settle an 
ADA ( Americans with Disabilities Act) lawsuit filed by Mark 
Davies after his Green Valley Park access concerns were 
ignored by the Town of Payson. FOIA ( Freedom of 
Information Act ) requests for a signed copy of that 
agreement and the associated costs was basically stone 
walled by the town of Payson. They said they could not find 
the signed agreement. Imagine that !!


 THAT ONGOING AGREEMENT APPARENTLY COMMITTED 
THE TOWN TO THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS ( perhaps 
millions of $$ ) in expenditures to become ADA COMPLIANT. 
This was apparently done without an approval vote from the 
town council. 


WHO SIGNED THAT AGREEMENT AND WHAT DID IT COST?


WHO AUTHORIZED SPENDING THE MONEY WITHOUT 
COUNCIL APPROVAL?


WHO AUTHORIZED NOT COMPLYING WITH THE FOIA 
REQUEST ?


Wouldn’t transparency in Town government be nice.


Stay tuned, there will be much more to come to light about 
this agreement. 
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By; Kerry Picket  
From the Washington Times, July 22, 2022 

A Washington state sheriff recently advised 
residents in his county that if agents from 
the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and 
Explosives  (ATF) come to their homes without a 
search warrant asking to inspect their firearms, they 
can tell them to leave their property. 
Klickitat County Sheriff Bob Songer said in a press 
statement on Friday that agents are “making 
surprise home visits of persons who have 
purchased two or more firearms at one time. To my 
knowledge, these  ATF  visits have not occurred in 
Washington State yet.” 
S h e r i f f  S o n g e r  t o l d T h e W a s h i n g t o n 
Times  he  became concerned about the Second 
Amendment rights of the residents of Klickitat 
County after viewing a doorbell video that showed 
a firearms owner who ATF agents coerced, without a 
warrant, to inspect his firearms. 
“I’m a constitutional sheriff. I got a lifetime 
membership with the Constitutional Sheriffs and 
Peace Officers Association,” he  said. “And I believe 
strongly in the fact that my duty as sheriff is serving 
the citizens that put me in office to protect their 
constitutional rights and liberties.” 
Sheriff  Songer, who is running for reelection to a 
third term in office, said that if residents are 
contacted by an  ATF  agent or any other federal 
agent lacking a search warrant to inspect firearms 
they have purchased, residents do not have to 
cooperate with the authorities and should 
contact his office if the agents refuse to leave their 
property. 
“The  ATF  must answer questions on why they 
decided to conduct an illegal search, especially 
since the homeowner had done nothing wrong,” 

Sheriff Songer said in the statement. “These actions by 
the federal government are unsettling, and they have 
no business going door-to-door to see who owns 
firearms. I fear that there will be more illegal 
inspections to come as the Left continues its assault on 
our 2nd Amendment rights. Congress should 
investigate this immediately.” 
The  ATF  defended itself in a statement to The 
Washington Times, saying the agents’ actions were 
“entirely appropriate.” 
“Ask the agents to show you their search warrant to 
inspect your firearms,” Sheriff  Songer  said, 
advising  his  constituents to make sure a warrant is 
signed by a judge. “Ask them if the sheriff is aware of 
them contacting people in our county.” 
The sheriff then suggests telling the agents to leave the 
property. If they refuse, “they are trespassing,” he said. 
Sheriff  Songer  said they should then call the Klickitat 
County Sheriff’s Department and report the incident, 
which could lead to the arrest of the federal agents. 
“If the ATF agents do not have a search warrant signed 
by a judge, and you have told them to leave your 
property and they refuse to do so, call me, and I will 
make contact with the agents,” Sheriff  Songer  said 
in  his  statement. “If they still refuse to leave, I will 
personally arrest the  ATF  agents for Criminal Trespass 
and book them into the Klickitat County Jail.” 
“In my opinion, these surprise visits by ATF Agents are 
nothing more than a fishing expedition to see what 
guns you have in your possession,” Sheriff Songer said. 
The sheriff warned that agents are looking in areas 
across the nation for “straw purchases,” in which a legal 
gun buyer purchases two or more firearms, and then 
gives or sells the gun to someone who cannot pass a 
legal background check.“I t appears at this 
time, ATF agents are making surprise home visits along 
the I-95 corridor [and] in the states of Indiana, Nevada 
and Arizona,” he said. 

Attorney General Merrick Garland announced last year 
in late July that the U.S. attorney’s offices and ATF agents 
were targeting straw purchasers in metropolitan areas 
and neighboring towns, including within these 
particular states.  
Sheriff Songer says he is not concerned about angering 
state or federal officials. 
“I really don’t care what the FBI or the ATF or the Biden 
administration has to say. One thing about an elected 
chair, his only boss is the people that elect him — not the 
county commissioners, not the governor, not the city, 
state attorney general, not the president or anyone,” he 
said. “So, I don’t really worry too much about what they 
have to say.” 
Sheriff Songer’s press release came out one day after a 
recent doorbell video recording from a Delaware 
resident showing ATF agents and a state police trooper 
asking a legal firearm owner for his weapons’ serial 
numbers without a warrant. 
The video, which the  ATF  defended as “entirely 
appropriate,” caused an uproar among Second 
Amendment advocacy organizations, including Gun 
Owners of America, which said the U.S. “background 
check system has turned into a de facto registry, 
allowing the federal government to check up on who 
owns what firearms because of the  ATF  unlawful 
actions.” 
Rep. Matt Rosendale, Montana Republican, called for an 
investigation into the incident, saying that he fears “that 
there will be more illegal inspections to come as the Left 
continues its assault on our Second Amendment rights. 
Congress should investigate this immediately.” 

 Kerry Picket can be reached 
at kpicket@washingtontimes.com. 

★ ★ ★ ★ 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SHERIFF: Residents in Indiana, AZ and 
NV, should tell ATF agents conducting 
warrantless gun inspections to leave 

Sunday Noon-2pm

Wednesday 6pm-8pm

Thursday 4pm-6pm

Friday 6pm-8pm

2nd Saturday 1pm

Free Chr is t ian Mater ia ls
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By Walt Noot 

You can call a sock a bipedal sheathing unit 
but it’s still just a sock. Doesn’t matter how 
flowery the language is to dress it up.  I use 
this illustration to make a point about how 
adept Democrats are at using euphemisms to 
their advantage.   Their specious rhetoric 
beguiles so many Democrats typified by their 
lack of intellection. 
On the surface, who could object to a Build 
Back Better plan?  There is a clamant need to 
hammer home to the public how much waste 
is included in this package and the danger it 
poses relative to a potential implosion of our 
nation’s financial infrastructure.   
What could possibly be wrong with an 
“unprecedented evacuation” as Biden put it 
when touting the numbers removed in his 
retreat from Afghanistan.  No matter how you 
spin it or try to cloak it, unprecedented 
evacuation is simply a euphemism for 
surrender. 
Gun reform.  The inference of the word reform 
assumes there is something wrong with the 
current system.  It’s really a euphemism for 
gun confiscation.  The libs would have you 
believe, for example, that the AR in AR 15 or 
AR 10 stands for assault rifle or automatic rifle.  
This is either showing their ignorance or their 
bid to deliberately obfuscate the issue.  The 
company that invented this rifle is called 
Armalite, hence the Armalite Rifle (AR).  This is 
simply a rifle, not an assault weapon.  The 
Dems would have you believe this is akin to 
the Tommy Gun and other automatic 
weapons.  I’ll grant that the look of it can be 
menacing.  It’s kind of like looking at a hot car 
and assuming that anyone driving it will be a 
speeder, recklessly mowing down innocent 
bystanders.  Neither assumption holds up to 
scrutiny. 
A couple of bills launched by Democrats 
(euphemism for ignoble tribe) espousing the 

protection and enhancement of so-called voting 
rights is another glaring example of putting 
lipstick on a pig.  It’s still a pig.  The long game 
with all these attempts at passing their voting 
agenda is simply to ensure that they stay in power.  
For example, they want suffrage extended to 
felons, and want to make it easy for non-citizens to 
vote in federal elections.  Might be why they are 
allowing millions of illegals in to bolster their 
election numbers.  The good news is that the way 
things are going eventually there won’t be any 
more felons because the libs refuse to prosecute 
law breakers and even advocate for the release of 
violent offenders from prison. 
The Affordable Care Act must be wonderful.  Who 
doesn’t want affordable health care?  The problem 
is that it rarely is affordable, it initially punitively 
punished those that objected to having to have 
their plan or any other insurance.  Of course, you 
could choose your own doctor.  Oh wait, that didn’t 
end up being the case.  It’s hard to find an 
example of any program that worked in the 
private sector that was improved by federalization.   
There are, of course, countless additional 
examples I could present but I suspect the point 
has been sufficiently made.   
It is very gratifying that Biden and Harris are 
experiencing disapproval ratings in all 
demographics perhaps never seen before at this 
stage of a presidency.  People keep talking about a 
red wave in November but still are cautious about 
forecasting  retaking the House.  This is where it is 
critical for the Republicans to focus on 
congressional races.  We need to reinforce with 
voters who may dislike Biden, the squad, and 
others of their ilk that voting for a Democrat in any 
congressional race is still a vote of confidence for 
the current incumbency. Although a Democrat 
candidacy on an individual basis may not seem as 
repugnant as Biden or Harris, they almost without 
exception unanimously vote for whatever his 
agenda is.   
Friedrich Nietzsche must have had in mind what 
the Democrats are doing to this nation when he  

said "There are horrible people who, instead of 
solving a problem, tangle it up and make it harder 
to solve for anyone who wants to deal with it. 
Whoever does not know how to hit the nail on the 
head should be asked not to hit it at all."  Thanks 
Fred, that’s all I have for now. 

★ ★ ★ ★ 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The Payson News has been 
created by citizens of Payson who 
demand the TRUTH be told in 
Payson. If there is only one source 
for news, and the reporting is 
completely biased, you’re not 
getting the whole story. We feel 
newspapers have a responsibility to 
the community to keep the people 
informed without trying to promote 
an agenda for personal gain.  To 
disinform the public is wrong, we 
have enough fake news in this 
town. What is written today is our 
history tomorrow.  It is too 
important to let one group continue 
to deprive us of the truth; thus this 
publication was born. 

We check the facts, and provide the 
link to the proof so you can see it 
for yourselves. We care about our 
history being written with truth and 
integrity.  The people should have a 
voice, and be able to question 
things in our town without threats. 
This is our town, it belongs to the 
people. If you would like to 
subscribe and be on the email list 
for The Payson News send an email 
to: news@thepaysonnews.com 
Or if you’d like to submit an ad, 
send an email to: 
news@thepaysonnews.com.  We 
ask that you help our efforts and 
get the word out to neighbors, 
friends and family.  God Bless. ★ 

KNOWLEDGE IS POWER 
THE POWER 

IS IN YOU! 

ThankYou!

Bipedal Sheathing Unit

mailto:news@thepaysonnews.com?subject=SIGN%20ME%20UP!
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By: Jim Ferris    

In 2003 while taking a Philosophy of Education 
class at Northern Illinois University, I witnessed 
what appeared to be a majority of the education 
students expressing that their mission was to 
evangelize for the secular progress movement.  
Better known as ‘Wokism” today.  The new teachers 
were out to champion sexism, environmentalism, 
misogyny, feminism, racism, promote socialism, 
and everything labeled ‘justice’ that you can think 
of.  They’re not in the classroom to accurately 
explain American exceptionalism or teach history 
and the US Constitution.  They have contempt for 
the values embedded in our founding documents 
and our Judeo-Christian beliefs.  They substitute 
feelings for right and wrong, self-esteem for self-
discipline, equality for liberty, and entitlement for 
freedom.  

A big part of the problem is that the teachers and 
students today have been taught that man is 
naturally good.  If you do not believe me, go into 
any Junior or Senior classroom in any public school 
and ask for a show of hands if you believe man is 
naturally good.  You will find close to 90% of the 
hands go up.  Go into a well taught Christian school 
and you will find a much different response.   

What are the ramifications of the belief that man is 
naturally good?  First, is that any abhorrent 
behavior is not the fault of the individual.  How can 
a naturally good person behave in any hateful or 
disrespectful manner?  Their behavior must be the 
result of some form of toxicity in their environment.  
Therefore, with proper social engineering we can 
address the misbehavior.  We certainly cannot hold 
the individual accountable for their behavior.  But 
who decide what is acceptable behavior?  What 
criteria is used to judge ‘acceptable’ (naturally 
good) behavior?  Because of their contempt for 
Christianity, there are certainly no absolute values 
coming out of this process if religion is excluded.   

W i t h o u t a J u d e o - C h r i s t i a n 
foundation it is left up to the 
enlightened elitist among us to 
decide – maybe the cabal. 

From a Judeo-Christian perspective 
we know man is a fallen being.  Here 
is what Scriptures tells us: 

Genesis 8:21 

… for the intent of man’s heart is 
evil from his youth; and I will 
never again destroy every living 
thing, as I have done. 

Genesis 6:5 

Then the Lord saw that the wickedness of man was 
great on the earth, and that every intent of the 
thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. 

How anyone can look back through human history and 
conclude that man is naturally good is beyond reason.  
As a Christians I understand that my biggest problem in 
life is me, Jim Ferris, and my own sinful nature.  The 
leftist falsely believe that man is naturally good so their 
biggest battles in life are all the ‘isms’ described above; 
and that is what is being taught in our schools.  Three 
generation have been fed this garbage.  Is it too late?  
Good people have sat on the sidelines far too long 
saying, “well it’s in God’s hands”.  If by faith our hands 
are not doing God’s work, then whose hands are? 

How does all of this affect education?  If students are led 
to believe that they are naturally good, then any 
abhorrent behavior they exhibit is not their fault.  They 
cannot be held accountable for their behavior because 
they are conditioned to FEEL that their behavior was 
justified.  For decade we have taught our youth that 
their feelings are legitimate and to be regarded as most 
important.  Consequently, they are led to believe they 
have no accountability for their actions.  If you hurt their 
feelings, they are justified in violently lashing out. 

Feelings can be either life supporting or destructive, but 
we have been coddling individual’s feelings as 
legitimate and valid.  Feelings that are inappropriate 
and destructive need to be called out for what they are – 
immature and inappropriate - And maybe ungodly.  Oh, 
how dare I suggest! 

We have become ‘feelings based’ in all aspects of our 
society.  What is most important is that: Everybody gets 
a trophy; everybody has a right to be offended; self-
esteem is more important than self-control; equality 
over liberty; and diversity trumps right and wrong.  
Where does it end? – When we become a God-centered 
society.

★ ★ ★ ★ 

Footnotes: 
1. Roundup Article link: https://

www.paysonroundup.com/news/
crime_law_enforcement/arrests-made-in-
woodhill-area-vehicle-break-ins/
article_6adec75c-6d4d-5b90-9b4c-0545bda57ee4
.html 

2. Town Council Meeting Feb. 23, 2021 link: https://
payson.granicus.com/MinutesViewer.php?
view_id=17&clip_id=2507 

3.  Town Presentation link: http://savepaysonaz.com/
data/documents/323Taylor_Pool.pdf  

4. Town Council Meeting Sept. 23, 2021link: https://
payson.granicus.com/MinutesViewer.php?
view_id=17&clip_id=2566 

5.  Request link: http://savepaysonaz.com/data/
documents/32aRequest.pdf 

6. Town Response  link: http://savepaysonaz.com/data/
documents/Public-Records-Request-Form.pdf 

7. Town Council Meeting Dec. 9, 2021 link: https://
payson.granicus.com/MinutesViewer.php?
view_id=17&clip_id=2581 

MAXIMUM 
STUPIDITY 
By  Dave Golembewski  
Now that Recreational Marijuana is legal and the town 
council in 2021 voted to allow recreational sales in 
Payson, it is rumored Cannibus will be sold at the old 
Carls Jr.  Will there be a drive thru window? Can you 
order a 1/4lber to go now? I requested that the Town 
sponsor the Rock the Park by Northern Gila County 
Community Drug Task Force (NGCCDTF)  drug awareness 
event. It is mostly to educate kids on the ill effects that 
drugs and alcohol can have on their lives. Yes, I do 
believe  Marijuana is a gate way drug and am not 
against medical Marijuana or CBD.  I’d just like to keep 
recreational Marijuana far out of the school age kids’ 
reach and out of this town. My Opinion, don’t take my 
head off for it, I just am glad my town I grew up in did 
not. Well that passed so the best we can do is enforce 
the 21 law and educate kids on drugs and alcohol’s bad 
effects. So the town manager and lawyer asked what 
tangible results or benefits will the town get out of 
sponsorship of this event. I’ll let you think 🤔  on your 
own. I won’t assume your stupid? And I’ll get in trouble 
if I say anymore. But the town manager did agree in the 
end to promote the event through their media outlets 
as the PD " and 🔥  $  FD have been previously 
been involved in Rock the Park, but now the Town 
cannot sponsor the event. Oh well, I’ll settle for promote 
🙏 . the event.  It will be at Green Valley Park October 
29, 9am to 2pm. Since the Town canceled the Monsta 
Mudder and asked for alternative events we suggested 
this one. Hopefully the Town will see it is a Yuuge 
successful event that may just have unforeseen benefits 
to our children. PS: It is a fun event for all and we give 
away backpacks and school supplies too. Thus I hope 
someday the town will not only promote but sponsor 
the yearly Rock the Park event and make Payson drug 
free.
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