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EVENTS: 
Oct. 5, 2022 
Gila County Election Integrity Team 
Meeting 3:30PM at the Ponderosa 
Bible  

Oct. 7, 2022 
USA Burger Burn Cookout 
At Rumsey Park from 2pm-7pm 
Scotty McCreedy at Mazatzel Casino 
Starts 7PM More Information 

Oct. 7-8, 2022 
Beeline Cruise in Car Show 
At Green Valley Park, 10am-3pm 
1000 W Country Club Dr. 
Clint Black at Mazatzel Casino 
Starts at 7PM More Information 

Oct. 11, 2022 
School Board Candidate Forum  
5:30 PM - 7:00 PM Payson High School 
Auditorium 301 S. McLane Rd. 
Meet Candidates Running for School 
Board in the 2022 General Election! 

Oct. 11, 2022 
Payson Tea Party Meeting starts at 
6:30PM at Ponderosa Bible Church1800 
N Beeline Hwy. Doors open at 6:00. 

Oct. 13, 2022 
Payson Town Council Meeting starts at 
4:30 PM at Town Hall 303 W. Beeline 
Hwy.  Hillcrest is on Agenda. 

Oct. 17, 2022 
PUSD School Board Meeting 
At DO-1-DO Board Room  
902 W. Main St., Payson, AZ 
For more Information: 484-841-4075 
PIN: 349 550 860# 

Oct. 27, 2022 
Payson Town Council Meeting starts at 
4:30 pm at Town Hall 303 W Beeline 
Hwy.  Stay up on what matters. 

Oct. 31, 2022 
Payson’s Trunk or Treat Festival at 
Rumsey Park 400 N McClain Rd. from  
4:00 - 7:00pm 

By Steve Otto 
The letter below written to the Salt River Project 
Ombudsman by Stephen Otto raises important 
questions our current Town officials should be 
asking when considering negotiating deals with 
Town funds far into the future.  Municipalities 
making deals that do not serve the public in the 
highest capacity or are written for the benefit of 
certain private entities or areas over the benefit of 
the entire public is called misappropriation of 
funds.  
 To SRP Ombudsman.                                  Oct 4, 2022 
Subject, C.C. Cragin water use in Payson, AZ 
Respected Sir/ Madam: 
I am a Salt River Project customer both in Gilbert, 
water and power, and Payson, water. I have 
researched the water agreement between Payson, 
Salt River Project, and the National Forest 
Foundation discussed in Payson Resolution # 2381 
dated May 27, 2008. [1] In resolution #2381 the 
available water quantities both from C.C. Cragin 
and ground water along with the area of service is 
clearly spelled out. Paragraph 9.1 of Resolution 
#2381 indicates C.C. Cragin water is only for 
Payson customers. Paragraph 12.1 prohibits 
development of new wells on current or new Forest 
Service or Town of Payson properties. 
Inter-Governmental Agreements signed between 
Payson and the Rim Country Educational Alliance/ 
Separate Legal Entity (RCEA/SLE) and the legal 
description of the RCEA/SLE land lead me to 
believe the RCEA/SLE property has never been a 
part of Payson. The RCEA/SLE property transferred 

directly from the US Forest Service to the RCEA/SLE. 
The RCEA/SLE has developed a park with a 
decorative water feature on the property and I have 
concerns that the development of the Granite Dells 
Park and Lake will violate the spirit and letter of the 
Resolution #2381 agreement. 
Several public meetings have been held in Payson 
discussing the Granite Dells project (LAKE) with lots 
of claims about the availability of water from 
multiple sources but nothing is ever spelled out. 
The continuing drought and water delivery 
restrictions make me fearful that violating the 
terms of the Resolution #2381 may cause SRP to 
terminate water deliveries to Payson residents. 
Without sustainable water resources all property in 
Payson would be worthless. 
I am requesting a SRP representative come to 
Payson to confirm, in a public forum, to residents 
that the proposed lake at Granite Dells Park 
conforms to the water restrictions spelled out in 
Resolution #2381 or any amended agreement. The 
discussion should include both C.C. Cragin and 
ground water used to fill a decorative lake. I would 
also like discussion as to why the decorative water 
feature doesn’t violate Arizona Revised Statutes 
when filled with either potable or raw water. 
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NEW LAKE MAY DRAIN 
PAYSON WATER RIGHTS

Delivering more than power.

https://www.etix.com/ticket/v/16928#
https://www.etix.com/ticket/v/16928#
https://www.pes.pusd10.org/school_calendar.aspx?schools=5&types=1,2,3,4,5&eventID=0&viewDate=10/11/2022&schoolID=5&googleEvent=2l7nkb00j44ahdua9g1gs7quvu%7Cpaysonschools.net_9incl3ukfgtodt6pouecrvucj8@group.calendar.google.com
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By Jim Ferris 

The voters will choose either Tom 
Morrissey or Chris Higgins to be Mayor of 
Payson in the general election.  You could 
put both in a bag, shake it up and 
whichever one falls out first makes little 
difference to Payson going forward.  Both 
kiss the ring finger of the Cabal (Kenny 
Evans, MHAF, RCEA-SLE, RCEF, and 
company) both will dance to the tune 
that is being played by our town 
manager and town attorneys.  Neither 
will go against the desired agenda or 
advise of the town manage and town 
attorneys. 
However, the Payson Roundup front page 
articles comparing and contrasting the 
mayoral candidates dated September 
23rd, and 30th of 2022 were so biased in 
favor of Chris Higgins that it was 
nauseating.  The articles framed the 
issues and the candidates’ positions in 
such a biased and deceptive fashion.  It is 
obvious that Higgins is the Cabal 
candidate, and the Roundup is and has 
been the propaganda arm of the Cabal 
for years.  The close association between 
the Cabal and the Payson Roundup 
parallels the close association between 

the New York Times and the Democrat 
National Committee. 
First let’s look at the Roundup’s 
September 23rd article ‘Morrissey, 
Higgins vying to be Payson’s next 
mayor’.  The Roundup knows very well 
that Payson leans heavily conservative 
and has a large Republican majority.  So, 
why did the Roundup put a picture of 
Morrissey arm and arm with Kyrsten 
Sinema on the front page? 
The Roundup printed, “Cragin pipeline, 
ended efforts to bring a private prep 
school to town and quickly came into 
conflict with the MHA Foundation.”  This 
doesn’t even make sense besides the fact 
that the Cragin pipeline and a prep 
school doesn’t have anything to do the 
other is beyond human reason.  The only 
s i g n i f i c a n c e o f m a k i n g s u c h a 
nonsensical statement is to try and create 
an impression that the prep school failed 
due to a conflict Morrissey had with the 
MHA, which is baloney.  If you remember 
the details or the lack thereof, you know 
that the MHA dropped their proposed 
prep school because it seemed that they 
were unwilling to provide any specific 
details and could not guarantee Payson 

citizens a satisfactory level of access to 
the facility.  The Roundup must have 
been in disbelief and discussed that the 
MHA venture was questioned by 
members of the council. 
The Roundup stated, “But sometimes it 
seemed like for every accomplishment – 
Morrissey’s tenure spawned a fresh 
conflict.  He won an election for mayor, 
then faced a recall.”  Hey, Michelle 
Nelson, why not tell your readers who 
initiated the recall, who financed that 
effort and who the solicitors for 
signatures were?  Tell the reader how the 
recall was being plotted even before the 
election took place.  So, Tom Morrissey is 
responsible for instigating any and all 
conflicts. 
The Roundup also stated, “He [Morrissey] 
connected with the community through 
public forums but ended up in court with 
a harassment charge by a citizen who 
campaigned against him.” The Roundup 
knows better than to disclose who filed 
the complaint.  It was the Cabal’s hit man 
himself.  They know the complaint had 
no merit and was dismissed before it was 
adjudicated in court.  But as long as the 
accusation is out there, it has served the 
Cabal’s purpose.  It was a farce that keeps 
giving as you can see fake news is still 
using it today as a veiled smear.  Good 
work Michelle! 
After the Roundup was saying how 
Morrissey had entered conversation with 
the MHA Foundation (Kenny Evans), that 
this “represented a big shift from the 
confrontation and accusations that had 
marked the relationship in his first term.”  
Oh, because Morrissey questioned the 
MHA regarding the specifics and the 
details of their proposed projects, and 

Good Ol’ Payson Media Bias
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their lack of transparency – it showed that 
Morrisey was confrontational.  Wouldn’t 
the citizens of Payson want their elected 
officials to do their due diligence in 
understanding the details of proposed 
projects.  How dare he or any other 
Councilman question Kenny Evans on his 
proposed projects.  I mean has he ever 
mislead this community in the past.  Why 
are councilmembers that are in the cabal 
camp so anxious to jump into bed with 
whatever the Cabal wants?  Some of 
these same Councilmembers placed the 
Town in a big mess with their blind 
support of the Rumsey Park project.  Has 
the Roundup dissected that debacle?  -  
You know: Investigative reporting. 
But in the same Roundup article dated 
September 23rd, Chris Higgins was 
described as someone that had 
exemplary leadership skills.  Just read 
the narration embedded in the articles.  
Everything Morrissey is tainted in some 
way and everything Higgins was framed 
in such a way that one would believe he 
is the most accomplished leader Payson 
has ever had.  When Higgins criticized 
Morrissey in the article, those criticisms 
were never put into quotes.  Who really 
originated those criticisms?  I have a 
feeling the Roundup spent a lot of time 
helping Higgins prepare his profile and 
statements.  Did they put as much effort 
into making Morrissey look good?  Yet 
Morrissey praised the Roundup on 
KMOG last week.  Does he not realize 
what’s happening?  His lack of 
discernment between friend and foe has 
been one of his biggest downfalls. 
The Roundup goes on to state, “Higgins 
believes the town’s strength lies in its 
relationships with local organizations.  
He cited the potential partnership the 
town could have with the MHA 
Foundation to build a community and 

indoor aquatic center.”  Here we go.  The 
desire by all the Cabal Council Members 
to partner with the MHA has been muted 
the last several months, but now that we 
are past the election its almost 
deafening.  Look who the new and 
existing council members are associated 
with.  Who has financed and supported 
their campaigns?  And now that the main 
critics, namely me, are believed to be 
silenced it will be full steam ahead for 
the Cabal agenda.  
 Now comes the Roundup article dated 
September 30, 2022, ‘Mayoral 
candidates weigh in on pool options’ 

First paragraph states that Chris Higgins 
“supports the town developing a 
community center and indoor pool in 
partnership with the MHA Foundation.  
But he says the town needs help and 
should therefore welcome the MHA 
Foundation’s offer to bui ld the 
community center – then turn it over to 
the town to operate.”  Kenny be careful 
not to hurt yourself performing your 
victory dance.   
The Roundup also states, “Higgins’ 
strong support for the community center 
and the partnership represents one of 
the clear-cut contrasts with incumbent 
M a y o r T o m M o r r i s s e y ’ s o f t e n 
confrontational history with and his 
current, wary willingness to at least 
negotiate the partnership.”  What is fake 
news trying to say here?  Have they had 
their heads buried in the sand the last 
two years or are they willing to distort the 
truth to get Higgins elected? – probably 
both.  Morrissey has advocated 
partnering with the MHA for the last two 
years.  He has been meeting with Kenny 
Evens.  It’s the town administration that 
has not allowed any of Payson’s elected  

officials or citizen representatives to be 
involved or even witness any of the 
negotiations with the MHA; just the Town 
Manager and Town Attorney. 
Look at the subtitles on page three: 
Higgins looks to build pool; Mayor 
looks to splash pad 

Wow!  So, Higgins is going to build us a 
swimming pool and all that Morrissey is 
hoping to build is a splash pad.  What a 
gross misrepresentation of Morrissey’s 
platform.  Higgins was not interested in 
exploring what it would cost to renovate 
the Rumsey pool.  At least Morrissey 
wanted to explore the costs from a 
professional pool designer/contractor; 
Higgins on the other hand seemed to 
have his orders to do otherwise.   
Roundup: “He’s [Higgins] weathered the 
recession, which forced the town to cut 
back on staff and services and skip a 
whole seven-year cycle of street 
maintenance and repair.”  The recession 
began in 2008.  Higgins was installed on 
the council in December of 2014 yet he 
weathered all the tough issues posed by 
the recession.  Perhaps the thousands of 
dollars Higgins received illegally selling 
KRIM advertising to the town helped. 
(Conflict of interest at the very least?) 
Roundup: “Prospects for a partnership 
with MHA brightened again after the last 
election – with the defeat of Councilor 
Jim Ferris and the election of Brett 
Flaherty and Tina McAllister Smith – both 
of whom say they’re open to a deal with 
the MHA Foundation to build a 
community center and year-round pool 
complex.”  To say they are open to a 
partnership with the MHA is probably an 
understatement.  Not only partnering on 
the community center and pool but what  

Page 3 Continued on Page 4 
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about taking over the operations of the 
Granite Dells Park.  Even though the town 
will never have full control or ownership 
in any of these properties and facilities 
the town will face substantial financial 
burdens maintaining and operating 
these facilities.  The money saved by the 
MHA can be use to develop and market 
the rest of their property which will 
provide the MHA a hefty cash stream 
from other leases of their developed 
property on which they don’t have to pay 
real estate taxes.  The town is expected to 
subsidize MHA’s for-profit venture.  For 
profit?  Yes, for-profit – The RCEF is an 
Arizona domestic for-profit LLC.  The RCEF 
is totally under the umbrella of the MHA. 
The bottom line is that the Payson 
Roundup does not exist to give fair and 
unbiased coverage of the news and 
events in Payson.  If you are unable to 
see the bias shown to Chris Higgins in 
these articles, I can’t help you.  Not only 
a re t h e re s u b s t a n t i a l e r ro r s o f 
commission but what may be just as 
concerning is the errors of omission.  We 
could open almost any issue of the 
Payson Roundup and find similar biases 
throughout.  I understand that many 
newspapers are in financial trouble, but 
to deceive your readership in order to 
cater to special interests just to stay 
financially viable is a disservice to the 
community you are to serve.  ★ ★ ★ ★ 

Monday, October 17, 2022 
School Board Meeting  

Starts @ 4:45 PM to 6:45 PM  
Location :DO-1-DO Board Room 

902 W. Main St., Payson, AZ  
More Information 

(US) +1 484-841-4075 PIN: 349 550 860# 
Board Agenda Link 

Public Participation at Board Meetings 
Please complete by 11:00 am in order to be 

considered. 

411 has a new look. We have been 
around for a while, but it is time to 
expand our mission. 
While we still  have the same great 
classes available, we have added much 
more. We are now the House Church 
Network for the Rim Country. We still 
offer free specialty coffee and tea. We 
have lots of Christian materials for 
everyone, no matter where you are in 
your walk with Jesus Christ. We have 
expanded our lending library and now 
carry well over 900 books and videos 
including hard to find commentary sets. 
We have FREE Christian books available 
weekly. God 411 now also offers 
additional classes including Early Church 
History, Christianity's Jewish Origins, 
Evangelism, an In-Depth Women's and 
Men's Study and more on  the way. We 
will always try and keep an emergency 
supply of food on hand, but supplies will 
be limited. And of course we are here as a 
place of rest, a place of fellowship. If you 
just want to come in and talk about our 
favorite topic, Jesus Christ, or anything 
else, that is what we are here for. We are 
in the process of becoming a 501 (c)(3) 
so your donation will be tax deductible. 
As of 10/01/2021 They are not yet. 

Hours Open  
Mon - Fri: 9am - 11am 

Wed, Thur and Fri 1pm - 6pm 
Sat: Closed 
Sun: Closed 

512 S. Beeline Highway #5A 
Payson, AZ 85541 

bob@vtaaz.com 
928-955-9626 
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What is 
GOD 411?

Views and opinions expressed in The 
Payson News are those of the authors, and 

do not necessarily reflect our policy or 
position; none of which are intended to 

malign anyone or anything. 
 The Freedom Press, LLC.  

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://meetings.boardbook.org/Public/Organization/1839&sa=D&source=calendar&ust=1654451169015822&usg=AOvVaw06UTm8NW83WI4z0wG4Aj3w
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdX_eJWnk6fidLvzYkrLHJEJBndzn45x7Mkrhl899xReXfmQw/viewform&sa=D&source=calendar&ust=1654451169015822&usg=AOvVaw2HVa97tGV8v_3--vF94bNu
mailto:bob@vtaaz.com
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By Scott Townsend 
What inspired you to move to Payson? 
• Was it the opportunity to escape the 

corporate jungle 
• Was it the opportunity to submerge 

yourself into in the beauty of Rim 
Country?  

• Was it the moderate temperature? 

Whatever it was, I’ll wager, most came to 
Payson to enjoy a more relaxed and 
moderate paced lifestyle. From being in 
the outdoors to hunting and fishing, no 
matter your reason – has that reason(s) 
come to fruition? 

Many of us have come from a wide 
variety of places … places that brought 
you a sense of belonging, a sense of 
community.  I’ll take it one step further – 
many of us were accustom to community 
experiences … seeing neighbors, co-
workers, friends and family, at a number 
of exciting events from tractor pulls to 
easter egg hunts. From street fairs to 
holiday celebrations … The community 
in which we live has an influence on our 
lives.  

Who brings, the residents, these 
Community Experiences? Our leaders, be 
they elected or hired town staff. If these 
folks are the community leaders where is 

there vision … The vision to create a 
Community Experience. Yes, Payson does 
have events, however it would appear the 
events are fewer and fewer.  

Our Town has a fantastic story to tell. A 
story of the old West, of the evolution 
from a frontier to a small metropolitan 
town. Why are our leaders avoiding  our 
story? Is there a creative bone within our 
community leaders? They claim to have a 
vision and yet they fall short time after 
time.  

Here’s a crazy idea … bring the longtime 
residents and the new residents, 
together, to create ideas/vision for what 
they (the residents) would like to see for 
Community Experiences. In case you, our 
leaders have forgotten or did not know, 
feedback is the genesis for developing/
c rea t i n g m u l t i - d i m e n s i o n a l a n d 
memorable Community Experiences. 

Here’s another crazy idea … From this 
writers perspective the lack of a 
Connecting Experience to build a 
stronger community is blamed on the 
age of its residents. Hog Wash – We may 
be older … we aren’t dead yet. Many 
who reside in Payson want as much 
excitement, within community events, as 
the younger crowd.  

It’s time our leaders step it up! Stop 
shifting the blame from doing exciting 
programs, because our demographics are 
too old to participate. Start looking at the 
Community and how to Connect one and 
all. 

★ ★ ★ ★ 
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We would love to help
you learn how to share
Jesus as well as supply
the necessary materials

Materials to help
you grow in your walk

with Jesus

Community Experiences, 
Or Lack There Of

SAVEtheVOTEAZ.

http://SAVEtheVOTEAZ.COM
http://SAVEtheVOTEAZ.COM
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Park the Park 
Payson has two beautiful large parks and 
several smaller parks.  Presently, the 
MHA has announced that it is currently in 
the process of building a large “park” on 
Mud Springs Road that will have some 
features that our current parks have and 
much more.  The Town has witnessed the 
progress of the newly constructed park 
and the Town has been provided general 
park plans showing the anticipated 
design features.  However, the Town has 
been purposely excluded from the plan 
review and field inspection process of 
Granite Dells Park project.   

Once the MHA park is completed, the 
plan, as I understand, is to turn it over to 
the Town to run and maintain it.  Without 
specific and detailed plans there is no 
way to estimate the cost of operating the 
park, but the costs will be high.  Recently, 
the Roundup reported on the vandalism 
taking place in our existing parks, 
especially Rumsey Park.  Our Police Chief 
has stated he has placed officers in the 
park but has not been able to 
completely stop the destruction which 
usually occurs at night.  He does not 
have the manpower to cover the parks at 
all times.  So, our Town Council is going 
to take on another park on the edge of 
town which will be a challenge to patrol.  
The Town will also be responsible to 
cover all costs of repairs and damage.  

And if we are having damage done to 
Rumsey in the middle of town, what do 
you think will happen to a park at the 
edge of town?? 

Has any parent been thinking about how 
the kids are going to get to this new 
park?  It is being built at the edge of 
town and the shortest way to get there is 
Granite Dells Road, a road badly in need 
of reconstruction with currently no bike 
lanes or even a sidewalk.  As one who 
worked in traffic safety for 25 years, I 
would NEVER certify that road as safe for 
bike or pedestrian traffic. 

If I, with my extensive background in 
traffic safety, were to give the Town 
Administration and the Town Council my 
advice, I would recommend and advise 
they NOT accept the MHA park and the 
responsibility for the children’s safety.  
The MHA has millions and can use such 
to keep the park up and adequately 
protect their assets. 

Thanks for listening and hopefully our 
town government will do the right thing 
for the kids, the Town, and the parents.  
Let your voice be heard. 

Thomas Loeffler.   Payson 

 ★ ★ ★ ★ 

SUPPORT PAYSON 
COMMUNITY KIDS 
By Dave Golembewski 
Due to the new 4 day school week this year 
some parents are without childcare on 
Fridays. Payson Community Kids have 
stepped in to open up all day on Fridays to 
accommodate those kids. I recently donated 
my time and $ and took 35 of the kids to the 
Sawmill Theatre. It was a lot of fun and I 
learned a lot about the kids. They all have a 
different personality.  To me they are like the 
sandlot kids trying to find something fun to 
do.  We want to take them swimming at 
Tonto Pool if we can arrange it.  I’m sure the 
kids have missed the Rumsey Pool for the 
last 2 summers now. I had to throw that in 
🤷 as I’m sure the kids are as upset as I am 
about our town pool closing.  I’m not giving 
up on the kids. PS: What happened to the 
Splash 💦  Pad that has been on the books 
for 2 years?? I’m only volunteering for the 
Police Department and other groups that 
support our kids. Our kids are this town’s 
future so please sponsor or support them-  all 
of them from the community college and 
high schoolers down to Preschoolers. If you’d 
like to donate to Payson Community Kids 
after school program just visit the center and 
please donate.  You can donate to the Fun 
Friday Funds so I can take the kids to the 
movies 🎥  or if you are a business and want 
to sponsor the movie 🍿  day it is $200 to 
rent a theatre and get kids drinks and 
popcorn thanks to Craig at the Sawmill 
Theatre . It will be the best $200 you have 
ever spend - I guarantee you. Let’s Start A 
Kids First Program. I’m All In, are You? 
Thanks 🤠  Dave Golembewski 

★ ★ ★ ★ 
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By Bob Decker 

It is truly amazing when one can see the results of the “power of the people”! 
This past Saturday, October 1st, 29 volunteers showed up at 8:00 AM to assist the 
Payson Senior Center begin to clear tall grass, weeds, fallen brush and other fire 
fuels from the site of their future facility off Malibu Street behind the Payson Police 
Department. Participants were organized into three teams: cut, carry away, and stack.  
Former fireman, Alan MacKay, Vice-President of the nonprofit Rim Wildfire 
Awareness Team, Inc. (RIMWAT), conducted a short safety and procedures class. The 
teams were then formed up to begin the work. After approximately 3 hours, Elsa 
Steffanson, Executive Director of the nonprofit Pine/Strawberry Fuel Reduction 
(PSFR) organization, called for a “time out” break when we all took a look around 
and marveled at how much we had cleared. The pictures speak for themselves.  
With fuels mitigation costing around $6,000 per acre, many homeowners cannot 
afford to prepare their properties to survive a wildfire. RIMWAT was formed to assist 
those homeowners whom either cannot afford to mitigate, are not physically able to, 
or do not know how to make their properties safer. The Senior Center Mitigation 
Project was an example of what we, as concerned citizens, can do when we work 
together.  
To become a part of one of our volunteer teams, or for a no-charge property 
evaluation in Payson or Star Valley, please contact RIMWAT at (928) 275-1244.  For 
homeowners in Pine/Strawberry, call PSFR at (602) 842-1955.  
RIMWAT is working to help make the Rim Country a safer place to live!  ★ ★ ★ ★

The Payson News has been 
created by citizens of Payson 
who demand the TRUTH be told 
in Payson. If there is only one 
source for news, and the 
reporting is completely biased, 
you’re not getting the whole 
story. We feel newspapers have 
a responsibility to the community 
to keep the people informed 
without trying to promote an 
agenda for personal gain.  To 
disinform the public is wrong, we 
have enough fake news in this 
town. What is written today is our 
history tomorrow.  It is too 
important to let one group 
continue to deprive us of the 
truth; thus this publication was 
born.
We check the facts, and provide 
the link to the proof so you can 
see it for yourselves. We care 
about our history being written 
with truth and integrity.  The 
people should have a voice, and 
be able to question things in our 
town without threats. This is our 
town, it belongs to the people. If 
you would like to subscribe and 
be on the email list for The 
Payson News send an email to: 
news@thepaysonnews.com Or 
if you’d like to submit an ad, 
s e n d a n e m a i l t o : 
news@thepaysonnews.com.  
We ask that you help our efforts 
an d g e t t he wo rd ou t t o 
neighbors, friends and family.  
God Bless. ★

KNOWLEDGE IS POWER
THE POWER IS IN YOU!

ThankYou!

Mark
16:15

Join Us

Senior Center Mitigation Project 

Before After 

Before After 
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By Barb Buntin 
Back in the 1980’s, Arizona started 
d e v e l o p i n g s o m e g r o u n d w a t e r 
regulations/policy. A meeting was put 
together about 2005+ to get some of the 
people involved back in the 80’s to 
explain what was the thinking. 
Well very simply put, the money from 
back east was drying up and Arizona 
needed to do something to get the 
money flowing again.  So the state came 
up with the 100 year water supply 
scheme. Now this was a good start and 
very necessary. 
Since then much has happened. One 
thing is the Active Management Area 
(AMA) policy. There are maybe four AMA’s 
in Arizona. That allows for the developer 
of the land to not only prove the 100 Year 
supply but also the impact on existing 
wells.  
So if you live in an area like I came from 
down in Cochise County a developer 
could come in and drill a bigger, deeper  
well and suck everyone’s existing well 
dry. They had the law on their side. 
So if you are one of the 1500 + well 
owners in the area you are not too keen 
on that happening to your well. Bottom 
line is we had to do a referendum to 
overturn the zoning change that allowed 

for maybe 10X the density as there was 
on the ranch land. 
I did learn some interesting things in the 
years long process. Like the water in our 
acquirer was 10,000 years old (i.e. the 
last time there was enough moisture to 
fill it was in the last ice age). 
Also down in the Wilcox area there is so 
much farming, orchards and dairy 
farming that many peoples individual 
wells are drying up. 
So the statistics at the time was that only 
two to three percent of the water that hit 
the land actually got down to the acquifir. 
The rest was run off and evaporated. 
G i l a C o u n t y S u p e r v i s o r S t e v e 
Christensen, in the Sept. 30, 2022 
Roundup, insists that our region doesn’t 
need to protect our water tables. Maybe 
what was being discussed at the Rural 
Groundwater Action Plan meeting he 
went to was not good and he has had 
enough. But the idea that we do not 
need to protect our water is short 
sighted. 
One meeting I went to way back then, 
one old guy said “well what are we going 
to do if we run out of water” another old 
guy said “we’ll move to where there is 
water”.   Think about it. 

★ ★ ★ ★ 

Tea Party 
School Board 
Forum Report 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
By Princess I.  
October 4, 2022 
Tea Party Meeting PUSD School Forum 
At the Forum were: Joanne Conlin, Elvia 
Guerrero, Katy Taylor, and Michael Heather. 
Susan Ward has not appeared for public 
forums or made public comments. 
Question #1  
Do you support the 4 day School week? 
Joanne   Yes 
Katy          Yes 
Elvia         No 
Mike         No 
Question #2   
At what school grade should a student start 
the Goggle Chrome Book? 
Joanne   No answer  
Elvia   Middle School or High School 
Katy   Kindergarten  
Mike   13th grade 
Question # 3  
Should Teachers attend Staff Meetings at 
Resorts? 
Joanne   Yes 
Elvia         Yes 
Katy         Yes 
Michael   No 
Question #4   
Should Teachers carry guns? 
Joann  No 
Elvia      Yes 
Katy       No 
Michael   Yes 
NEXT School Board Candidate Forum  
OCTOBER 11, 2022 at 5:30 PM at 
Payson High School Auditorium, 
301 S Mc Lane Rd, Payson, AZ 

The five candidates for the School 
Board will be available to for 
questions.  
Event put on by Kiwanis, Rim Country 
Chamber and the Rotary.  

Water Run$ Uphill to MONEY
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Payson Tea Party Meeting From 
September 27, 2022 6:30pm 
Guest: Arizona Free Enterprise Club 
Discussion: Know Before You Vote - Proposed 
Constitutional Amendments Recommended 
Positions by AZ Free Enterprise  are in RED. 
Comments from others in bold.  

Proposition 308  Allows individuals here 
illegally to receive taxpayer subsidized tuition at 
our universities.  NO 
Angela says, “Illegals are illegal, Money 
should be directed towards American 
Students.”  NO 
Steve says, “I’m a yes for the following 
reasons, #1 this doesn’t give student aid or 
payments to illegal immigrants, #2 It does 
give instate tuition status to anyone who 
attends for two years and graduates from an 
Arizona High School.  
If they have been in Arizona schools for two 
years they or their parents are paying 
Arizona taxes. “ 
Doug A says, “Prop 308 employs permissive 
creep...once illegals receive some benefits 
the Left argues that they deserve all 
benefits...vote NO; education receives over 
60% of monies within Arizona including 
Federal subsidies. this is an excuse to soak 
taxpayers any way possible to reduce the 
power of the middle class.” 

Proposition 309 Is the Arizonans for Voter ID 
Act ensuring all in-person voters show valid, 
government issued photo ID and creates ID 
requirements for voting by mail.  YES 
All asked say, “YES, Voter ID AND Photo ID 
required.  Clarify Laws for not voting in 
person.”  

Doug A says, “Citizenship and proof of such 
should be required because citizens bear 
the responsibility of the laws they pass, 
they fund government so have the say in 
how the funding is used. Non-citizens have 
no responsibility. Vote YES.” 

Proposition 310 Increases the statewide sales 
tax by 0.1% resulting in a nearly $200 million tax 
increase to fund fire districts statewide. 

Karla says “YES…Our son is a Nevada 
firefighter and every firefighter in Nevada 
is now a paramedic. Fire districts need 
more funding to have more training and 
better equipment so that in an emergency 
we get the best care possible.” 

Angela says, “NO…towns/cities/counties 
can increase their own sales taxes to meet 
their own fire districts’ particular needs.” 
BOTH  agree more clarification is needed in 
310 to determine how monies would be 
spent. 

Steve says, “NO, I will share a copy of my 
Maricopa property tax bill, I’m fed up with 
all the taxing districts and earmarked 
money not going where it’s intended.” 

Doug A says, “NO NEW TAXES: taxes once 
enacted almost never expire; they are 
renewed even with a sunset provision--20 
years later no one remembers why the tax 
was enacted, just that if sunsetted, we won't 
get fire support! Infrastructure always 
needs more than provided but it should be 
a local issue not a statewide initiative. 
Besides, Citizen Initiatives, Referendums 
and Recall Elections are tools on the 1957 
and forward Communist Party USA platform 
to ignore and defeat the representative 
process in a constitutional republic. VOTE 
NO.” 

Prop 128     Allows the legislature to amend 
ballot measures that the Arizona or US Supreme 
Court has determined contains unconstitutional 
or illegal language.  YES 
Karla says, “YES, It allows the legislature to 
amend or repeal voter-approved ballot 
measures that contain provisions ruled 
unconstitutional.” 

Barb says, “ YES - This will prevent 4 Town of 
Payson council members from overturning 
our props 401 and 402.  It has to go to 
either the Az. Supreme Court or US Supreme 
Court to determine constitutionality first 
and then TOP can vote. A little different than 
what TOP attorneys wanted to do."  

Steve says, “No, the time for legal 
challenges is when the proposal is put 
forward not after it’s approved by voters.” 

Doug A says, “Citizen Initiatives, 
Referendums and Recall Elections are tools 
on the 1957 and forward Communist Party 
USA platform to ignore and defeat the 
representative process in a constitutional 
republic. But until they are repealed from 
the AZ Constitution, usually vote them 
down. 
Courts cannot stop the parts of a ballot 
measure that are lawful, they are only 
permitted to address only parts that are not 
presently lawful. If the legislature amends a 
ballot measure that is unlawful in order to 
make it lawful (that is what the legislature's 
job is), the amended part is now state 
statute but not a provision of the Arizona 
Constitution which the original ballot 
measure was meant to amend. But yes, the 
ballot measure part that is unlawful does 
need to be corrected. VOTE YES.” 
  
Proposition 129  Requires ballot initiatives to 
pertain to a single subject, the same requirement 
for bills passed in the legislature.  YES 
All asked say, “YES,  Requires citizen-
initiated ballot measures to embrace a 
SINGLE subject. “  
Doug A says, “Wide-sweeping ballot 
measures are designed to overwhelm the 
legal system. VOTE YES to hold to a single 
subject for easier understanding by the 
public.” 

Proposition 130  Consolidates property tax 
exemption and allows veterans to be exempted 
from property tax. NEUTRAL 
Steve says, “NO, property tax exemptions 
should be tied to Military Disability, or 
age. No blanket exemptions for doing a 
two year hitch in the military or National 
Guard service.” 

Doug A says, “Exempted a private class of 
citizens from taxation is discriminatory 
against other classes of the public; if 
exempting one class we must exempt all 
classes. VOTE NO.” 

Page 9

Proposition and Constitutional 
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Continued on Page 10 
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Proposition 131  Creates the office of  
Lieutenant Governor, who would run on the same 
ticket as the governor and would take over 
existing powers within the state government, 
such as running the Department of 
Administration. NEUTRAL 
Steve says, “NO, we have a succession plan 
and don’t need more folks at the public 
trough.” 

Doug A says, “Both pro and con. States now 
having a Lieutenant Gov do not have a 
Secretary of State; we could have both if 
decided, but often having to vote for both 
on one party ticket leads to manipulation. 
In one state, the governor purposely resigns 
so that position can be filled by the 
Lieutenant Governor, who otherwise might 
not be elected as governor. VOTE NO.” 

Proposition  132 Requires any new tax or tax 
increase on the ballot to receive at least 60% of 
the vote to pass.  YES unanimously 

Proposition 209  Excuses people from  having 
to pay their debt which will increase inflation, 
make it harder to access credit, and shift the 
burden to the taxpayers who DO pay THEIR bills.  
NO unanimously 
Doug A says, “General wisdom is to avoid 
debt at all costs; that's the way this country 
started. Credit is a tool of evil bankers 
which leads to economic slavery. Honest 
money is a cash-only basis of a marketplace 
and interest only adds to the costs. The 
debtor is beholden to the lender. VOTE NO.” 

Proposition 211  Requires private 
organizations to disclose donors to the 
government if they spend more than a certain 
amount in any given election, violating the 
constitutional right to privacy and association.  
NO 
Doug A says, “State and Federal laws 
already address privacy rights of donors, 
but the system is being abused. Charity 
was the original intent and responsibility 
of the private sector, not that of 
government. Foundations are 
unconstitutional, abusive and should be 
eliminated; originally meant for charity, 
not politics. Foundations that supposedly 
work for the "public interest" should be 

required to address only issues of charity, 
but their income needs to be taxed instead 
of currently being nontaxable. Disclosing 
donors is meant to punish conservative 
donors; the LEFT protects their donors. VOTE 
NO.” 

AZ 10th Amendment 
The powers not delegated to the United States by 
the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the 
States, are reserved to the States respectively, or 
to the People. 
AZ Constitution in Article 2 Section 3 recognizes 
the U.S. Constitution as the Supreme Law of the 
Land. ★ ★ ★ ★ 
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Ask any organization you participate in to speak at the next meeting to 
share FACTS about Mark Kelly and Blake Masters

Call and text your conservative friends to ensure they plan on voting

Share the Mark Kelly infomercial with your friends, family and neighbors so they know 
the truth about Mark Kelly

Go door-to-door in your neighborhood informing them on Mark Kelly’s dangerous voting 
record and ask them to consider voting for Blake Masters

Make calls to Republicans in Arizona urging them to get out and vote for Blake Masters

Mail a postcard to friends, family or neighbors encouraging them to vote for Blake Masters

WAYS TO GET INVOLVED
in 15 minutes or less to help Republican Blake Masters beat 

Democrat Senator Mark Kelly

Paid for by Saving AZ and not authorized by any candidate or candidate’s committee. https://www.savingarizona.us

Call or visit 5 - 10 people on the ballot chasing list. Contact sydney@septembergroupllc.com 
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Whatever happened to good grammar?  
Where’s it at (tongue-in-cheek interrogative)?  
Please don’t end a sentence with at.  If you 
want to know the location of something, it 
will suffice to simply ask, “where is it”? 
 I am, on a daily basis, mystified by the never-
ending display of malapropisms, the general 
misuse of words, and the lack of adherence 
to grammatical norms.  Oddly, many of the 
s n a f u s a r e m a d e b y p r o f e s s i o n a l 
commentators and the news media.  Hearing 
these blunders from professionals is painful.  
I hope you will, as a reminder or as a first-
time-revelation, publish this list of random 
offenses I have enumerated below in the 
hope it will enlighten and change some 
behavior.   
Disinterested does not mean you are not 
interested. It is an attribute a judge should 
display, which is a lack of bias.  Uninterested 
reveals your indifference to a subject. 
Anxious and eager are not synonymous.  
Anxious reveals a degree of anxiety.  Eager is 
a welcoming emotion.   
Evacuate is something you do to a building 
or forest, for example, but not to a person.  
Evacuating a person is what takes place when 
embalming someone. 
When you laugh and other people can hear 
you, you are laughing aloud…not out loud.  
This also grammatically invalidates lol. 
Jealousy and envy have different 
meanings.  Jealousy reveals a romantic 
inclination.  Envy is what you do when you 
wish you had a boat like that of your 
neighbor. 
The correct use of I or me in a sentence 
seems to befuddle many people.  I find the 
use of I is generally applied as a default 
choice when there is a question relative to 
which form to use.  Correct:  It belongs to 
you and me.  Incorrect:  It belongs to you 
and I.  There is a simple test.  Try the sentence 
without the first person in the sentence.  The 
result is it belongs to me.  Most would agree 
that it belongs to I doesn’t ring true. 
Perhaps the most egregious errors made by 
sports casters (but not limited to them) 

involve a total lack of understanding of 
simple past tense and the past perfect tense.  
Phrases such as “he could have ran,” or “he 
could have went the other way” are real 
nerve graters. He could have run or he 
could have gone are, of course, the correct 
usage.  Irregular verbs and the study of 
perfect tenses would be a good source for 
clarification. 
Farther and further is a battle I’ve already 
lost.  Often a word is misused so frequently it 
becomes acceptable.  I object.  Further 
means to enhance as in the furtherance of a 
cause.  Farther implies distance. 
Chronic is an oft misused word.  Chronic 
pain, for example, does not in any way 
describe the degree of severity of said pain.  
Chronic means constant and no more. 
Irregardless, regardless of what you may 
think, is not a word. 
Redundant and repetitive are not 
synonymous. Redundant refers to over-doing 
not redoing.   A good example is the 
expression widow woman.  By definition, a 
widow is a woman, thus widow woman is a 
redundancy. 
Ironic i s o ften misused to mean 
coincidence, bad luck, or a twist of fate. An 
ironic statement is one where literal words 
are used to convey an opposite meaning, i.e., 
If someone who only loves warm and sunny 
weather steps outside on a freezing cold day 
and says "I love beautiful days like this" ... 
that's ironic. 
Peruse is one of those words that has been 
commonly misused. It is mostly misused to 
mean to skim or glance over something.  It's 
true meaning is to leisurely read a document 
to thoroughly review what has been written. 
It may be a subtle distinction but they are 
different. 
Recurring vs reoccurring:  Recurring 
events happen at regular intervals like car 
payments etc.  Reoccurring represents 
something that has happened before that is 
happening again but not with any regularity.   
U n o r g a n i z e d v s . D i s o r g a n i z e d :  
Disorganized is an adjective. It means having 

fallen into disarray.  You can think of 
disorganized as describing something that 
was once organized, but now is not. 
Unorganized is also an adjective.  It describes 
something which is not arranged in any 
specific way, or more simply messy. 
Sometime vs Some Time:  The one-word 
sometime refers to a vague, unspecified time
—for example:  Thousands of dollars were 
allegedly stolen from the bank’s ATM vault 
sometime between Friday and Sunday.  The 
two-word some time usually means quite a 
while—for example:  It had been some time 
since Rita and her husband, Scott, had 
attended a wedding. It also works where 
some is an adjective referring to time—for 
example:  I’ve been spending some time 
thinking about where I might find ancient 
artifacts. 
If interested in grammar and punctuation, I 
recommend a book by Lynne Truss called 
“Eats, Shoots, and Leaves.”  Her treatment of 
grammar and punctuation is sprinkled with 
humor.  It’s a great primer. 

★ ★ ★ ★ 

A Special Invitation to 
Our Friends & Neighbors  

of Gila County 

Join Us! 
Our next scheduled meeting is  

October 16, 2022 
3PM at 1000 N. Easy St. 

Looking Forward to Seeing You There!!! 
Be Sure to Check Our Facebook Page: 

Gila County – Committee of Safety 
For more information call: 

520-395-7147
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A Special Invitation  
to Our Friends & Neighbors of Gila County, AZ 

Join Us 
We look forward to seeing all our neighbors and friends  

at our next Committee of Safety (COS) meeting.   
As things are changing rapidly in the world, it is important that our communities work 

together to talk about our safety concerns and the specific needs we feel are 
important for the area. 

That is what the Committee of Safety is all about.   
Committees of Safety were first organized by our  

forefathers in 1776 for the good of the people living in local areas. 
Be sure to visit our meetings and voice your concerns and ideas.   

We look forward to meeting new friends and  
sharing information together. 

If you have questions, please contact: 

520-395-7147 
(Our next scheduled meeting is October 16, 2022) 

Looking Forward to Seeing You There!!! 
Be Sure to Check Our FB Page: 

Gila County – Committee of Safety 

Whatever Happened to Good 
Grammar?
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PLEASE Don't Be Lazy 
with OUR LIBERTY.

Get current in your education to understand globalism and why it is wrong for America; 
See the attached list of recommended freedom reading and download the PDF books, many now out of 
print.
Download the Entire Liberty Library (164 Mb): DOWNLOAD HERE 

Online education to fully explain what is happening to America
1. This couple fleeing Communist Hungary and risking their lives to crawl through barbed wire while being 

hunted by soldiers bearing machine guns, just to live in the USA, is why I fight to restore liberty in 
Arizona: Watch the movie HERE 

2. The Battle of Athens Tennessee movie shows how tyranny can happen in Payson as well as anywhere, 
and the extreme measures that MUST be taken to defeat it: Watch the movie HERE

3.  G. Edward Griffin gives an overview historical presentation concerning the Communist infiltration of 
America and its government. This certainly shows that nothing has changed over the decades. Known 
communists get high level jobs in government - they get exposed - then...THEY GET PROMOTED! Of 
course their lawyers are always on hand to aid them in their legal battles, wrongly claiming that the 
Communists are the ones who are 'wrongfully accused'! PLEASE WATCH AND SHARE!: HERE 

4. You heard of the Council on Foreign Relations. This presentation explains much more than just the 
CFR!. G. Edward Griffin uses the two books authored by Prof. Carroll Quigley to explain how the 
Rhodes Trust and its offshoot organizations and graduates influence and somewhat 'control' world 
affairs! You heard of the NWO - NEW WORLD ORDER? This is a big chunk of it. Listen to the whole 
presentation and PASS IT ON! HERE 

5. Foundations are unconstitutional. This interview was done in the 80's and covers an 
investigation by Congressman Norman Dodd regarding 'TAX EMEPT FOUNDATIONS. What he 
describes is not so alarming these days as many have dug into that topic but what he says 
regarding Andrew Carnegie was that, Carnegie was devoted to the British Empire!' and the 
Foundations were dedicated to 'Collectivism' i.e. Communism, and the reason is that Fascism 
guaranteed them a monopoly in their markets:  HERE 

6. Download & Read the Dodd Report to the Reese Committee: HERE 
7. Browse and Download individual Liberty books: HERE 
8. How Russian farmers produced the atom bomb...Listen to this WW1 Vet who re-enlisted for WW2 and 

was put in charge of the Lend -Lease Program, sending aid to Soviet Russia and listen to the traitors in 
the State Dept. back then! Unbelievable!? NO, this type of thing has been going on for many, many 
decades! This was recorded in 1963: HERE 

• Read Major Jordan's book entailing the US GOV transferring nuclear technology to 
Russia: HERE 

DON’T LET OUR COUNTRY SLIP AWAY WHILE FELLOW AMERICANS ARE 
ASLEEP.  WE ARE THE ONES WE HAVE BEEN WAITING FOR!  GET INVOLVED 
WITH SAVING OUR COUNTRY BEFORE IT’S TOO LATE!

https://www.dropbox.com/s/zb9fjt4gfzzergv/!LibertyEducation.zip?dl=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fcBK-N6Eklg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6c-Dsg4X4Dk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8IC0NBpbby0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mEcuuuVa8Fw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vftIcEis7uI
https://www.dropbox.com/s/fyht09jeiji5xeq/Dodd_Report_to_the_Reese_Committee_on_Foundations-1954-16pgs.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/home/Downloads
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HVJgQywCrBE
https://www.dropbox.com/s/xnnmfrijgrfdq99/From%20Major%20Jordan's%20Dairies%20Maj_Geo_Racey_Jordan.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/zb9fjt4gfzzergv/!LibertyEducation.zip?dl=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fcBK-N6Eklg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6c-Dsg4X4Dk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8IC0NBpbby0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mEcuuuVa8Fw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vftIcEis7uI
https://www.dropbox.com/s/fyht09jeiji5xeq/Dodd_Report_to_the_Reese_Committee_on_Foundations-1954-16pgs.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/home/Downloads
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HVJgQywCrBE
https://www.dropbox.com/s/xnnmfrijgrfdq99/From%20Major%20Jordan's%20Dairies%20Maj_Geo_Racey_Jordan.pdf?dl=0

