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EVENTS: 
Nov. 23, 2022 
LIONS CLUB Meeting at 6PM @ the  
Central Az Assoc of Realtors.- 600 Az  
260 suite 12 (behind Tiny's)  

Nov. 25, 2022 
SWISS VILLAGE 
LIGHTING 
SCHEDULE OF 
EVENTS 
10:00AM  Swiss Village 
Shops and Vendors Open 

12:00PM Kids Crafts and 
Games 

4:00 PM Music by DJ Craig 

5:00 PM Official Lighting 

5:30 PM Mr. And Mrs. 
Clause Arrive!  And the 
Grinch too! 

9:00 PM End of Festivities 

Frustrated Arizonians spoke out at a 
Maricopa County Board of Supervisors 
board meeting on Wednesday, fed up 
with the numerous election regularities 
arising from the 2020 and 2022 
elections. 
One of the anomalies coming out of 
Maricopa Country have a 17% Democrat 
turnout on Election Day, Democrat Katie 
Hobbs won over 50% of Maricopa 
Election Day totals. 
Election judge Michele Swinick raised 
concerns that election machines were 
programmed to reject ballots on Election 
Day. 

Ballot mules, successful in swing states 
across the county in 2020, appeared to 
be back at it. 
Arizonians are fed up. 
There was no yelling as some media 
outlets reported at the Maricopa County 
Board of Supervisors Wednesday, during 
the board’s first meeting following a 
midterm election whose administration 
has been called into question locally and 
across the country. 
Even though the Agenda for the meeting 
was not posted online many requested 
the opportunity to speak during the 
public comment port ion of the 
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Wednesday morning meeting, most of 
them there to speak out against the way 
the election was handled. 
Elections in Maricopa County are 
administered through a joint effort 
between County Recorder Stephen 
Richer and the board of supervisors, 
which both support the county elections 
department. Richer’s office is responsible 
for early voting while the elections 
department manages Election Day 
voting, where there were problems with 
b a l l o t p r i n t e r s a n d 
tabulators. 
The dreadlocked, t-shirt 
and short clad Matt Baker’s 
unimposing demeanor as 
h e a p p r o a c h e d t h e 
podium did not hint at the 
impassioned speech to 
c o m e . M r . B a k e r 
channeled the frustrations 
of many Americans. He 
was epic. 
Mr. Baker told the Board, 
“Good morning.   Once 
again the eyes of the 
world are upon Maricopa 
County for another botched election. Am 
I here to accuse you of stealing the vote? 
Heavens no, for that would make me a 
terrorist, wouldn’t it?” 
“Let me ask you.   If you took your life 
savings to a bank, and the teller put them 
in a machine, and the machine kicked 
out one out of four of your bills, and the 
teller said, ‘Don’t worry, we’ll put them in 
Box 3 over here, and we’ll let you know 
how many were in here later. We’ll send 
them off to a separate location and 
someone will be sure to get back to you 
and tell you how much money you have,’ 
would you be ok with that?” 

Baker’s passion and frustration rose as he 
continued. 
“No! You would not be okay with that! 
Now ask yourself the question, which is 
more valuable? Your vote or your money? 
Now ask a lobbyist that same question. 
Now ask a campaign manager that 
question. Now ask Mark Zukerberg that 
question, which is more valuable…your 
money, or your vote, or your country, or 
this world,or the corruption that is taking 
over every single county in this nation.” 

“And then you look into your own soul, 
and you look back at yourself in the 
mirror, and realize that you… are…. 
the… cancer that is tearing this 
nation apart. Good day.” 
After over 23 speakers spoke to the 
Maricopa Board of Supervisors the Board 
had the opportunity to address claim 
they don’t have authority to nullify the 
election and the rest of their speaking 
amounted to blaming the people for not 
going to the legislature and ended up 
patting each other on the back saying 
they will not sacrifice accuracy for speed.  
Speaker Richer claimed even though 
they lied and said counting would be 
done by last Friday that twelve days is an 

acceptable amount of time for counting 
ballots.  They had every excuse in the 
book to kick the can down the road.  
Thanking the elections department for 
working over 36 hours without changing 
their clothes. 
Th e M a r i c o p a Co u n t y B o a rd o f 
Supervisors did not listen, they did not 
take responsibility for the problems 
raised by the people who were there.  
They refused to extend the voting times 
to accommodate the disenfranchised 

v o t e r s f r o m o v e r 8 5 
different locations.   The 
thousands of ballots that 
were rejected and thrown 
into what was termed “the 
door #3” boxes on the 
floor filled up rapidly until 
the boxes on the floor 
overflowed into several 
big trash bags of ballots 
secured with only zip ties 
and no chain of custody. 
The Maricopa County 
numbers released show  
there were a total of 
17,000 of these ballots yet 

t e s t i m o n y f r o m t h e 
speakers confirmed if these numbers 
were true each polling place generating 
these problem ballots would have only 
generated 200 per polling station. We 
now know this was an absolute lie and 
more propaganda. 
The glitches that kicked out ballots were 
for several reasons, two of which were 
low toner from printers, and the paper 
that was dropped at these primarily 
republican voter locations to be used was 
an inch too short. (19 inches instead of 
the 20” paper format used over the past 
10 years) which caused the machine to 
not accept the ballot.  
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★ ★ ★ 

COUNCIL 
DECISION 
REQUEST 
  
  
By Jim Ferris 

DATE: November 10, 2022 

SUBJECT: Council Decision Request by 
Troy Smith, Town Manager, to approve a 
budget transfer to fund preliminary 
conceptual design of a community 
recreation facility. 
SUBMITTED BY: Kevin Artz 
AMOUNT BUDGETED: 0 
EXPENDITURE REQUIRED: $200,000 
POSSIBLE MOTION: I move to 
APPROVE (DENY) a budget transfer in the 
amount of $200,000 ($100,000 from 
operating contingency and $100,000 
from the event center capital project) to 
fund preliminary conceptual design of a 
community recreation facility (IDENTIFY 
SPECIFIC AMENITY). 
The following Bold print is taken from 
the Council Decision Request presented 
to the Council.  The non-bold text 
represents comments and analysis of Jim 
Ferris. 
SUMMARY OF THE BASIS FOR 
POSSIBLE MOTION: On January 28, 
2021, Council 
directed staff to initiate discussions 
with Rim Country Educational 
A l l i a n c e ( R C E A ) , f o r t h e 
development of a community 
center. 
First, the majority of the Council 
m e m b e r s h a v e d e m o n s t r a t e d 

themselves to be Cabal camp supporters 
and naturally they are more than willing 
to enter discussions with the RCEA.  In 
the last several weeks a majority of the 
Council Members have enthusiastically 
expressed a desire to partner with the 
MHA to build a pool and/or community 
center. 
Also, know that the discussions have not 
been exclusively between the Town and 
RCEA personnel.  The RCEA has no 
independent control over the SLE 
property.  It is a ruse to have us believe 
that the RCEA has any say or control over 
the SLE property.  The RCEA has no 
revenue stream of its own that does not 
ult imately come from the MHA 
Foundation (MHA) or the Rim Country 
Educational Foundation (RCEF) which is 
a n A r i z o n a d o m e s t i c f o r - p r o f i t 
corporation that is wholly owned and 
controlled by the MHA.  The RCEA does 
absolutely nothing without the approval 
of the MHA. 
O n M a y 1 3 , 2 0 2 1 , C o u n c i l 
authorized the Mayor to sign a 
memorandum of understanding 
(MOU) with RCEA to initiate a 
preliminary planning phase for the 
construction and operation of 
recreational facilities, fields, and 
other public improvements. 

The MOU expressed that , “ This 
Agreement does not bind or obligate 
either Party to enter into any future 
agreement.”  The MOU expired in July of 
2022; however, the Town Manager has 
had continued discussions with the MHA. 
  
In July 2021, town staff and the 
RCEA project team began several 
reoccurring meetings to begin to 
effectively evaluate projects and a 
potential partnership.  Soon after 
the meetings started, it was 

determined that a community 
center would not fit on the park site 
located near Mud Springs Road and 
Granite Dells.  RCEA proposed a new 
site located near University Way 
and Highway 260.  The RCEA then 
focused on construction and 
delivery of the Granite Dells Park as 
their top priority. Near the 
beginning of 2022, programming 
and design functions of the 
community center were put on 
hold. These functions were at the 
exclusive control and expense of 
the RCEA.   
Why are we discussing RCEA’s proposed 
new site located near University Way and 
Highway 260 if this Council Decision 
Request (CDR) is for a community center 
on Town owned property?  “The RCEA 
then focused on the construction 
and delivery…...”  Delivery of the 
Granite Dells Park to who?  Lease to the 
Town?  We need to first establish whether 
the Town is still considering leasing the 
park from the RCEA.  A lease to the Town 
could have s ignif icate f inancial 
ramifications to the Town.  “These 
functions were at the exclusive 
control and expense of the RCEA.”  
How can this statement be true when we 
know that the MHA has full control of all 
actions and finances of the RCEA? 

In July 2022, the Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) to explore 
the development of facilities, 
generally including a park and a 
community center, between the 
Town and the RCEA expired.  The 
MOU has not been renewed. 

Recent discussions with the RCEA 
h a v e r e a c h e d a c o n s e n s u s 
conclusion that the Town should 
take the lead in designing and 

Continued from Page 3
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constructing its own recreation 
facility (community center, pool, 
etc.) on Town owned property.  The 
RCEA has indicated it would 
consider a financial contribution to 
assist the Town with funding for a 
future facility.   
The MOU had expired in July of 2022.  
Now in consultation with the RCEA it has 
been concluded that the Town should 
take the lead??  Who is running the Town, 
the RCEA (Kenny Evans) or the Town 
Council and the Town Manager?  Many 
may consider this a rhetorical question.   
The current FY 2022-23 Town 
budget does not include a capital 
project for a community recreation 
facility.  Therefore, if Council 
desires for staff to initiate a 
conceptual and preliminary design 
for a community recreation facility, 
it will require Council to authorize a 
budget amendment to begin the 
process.   
If Council desires to proceed with 
the conceptual and preliminary 
design, staff requests consideration 
of the following two items: 

1. Identify the specific recreation 
amenity (indoor pool, outdoor 
pool, community center, etc.) 
that the Council desires to 
initiate design. 

2. Approve a budget amendment 
in the amount of $200,000 to 
fund the conceptual design.  
How do you create conceptual and 
pre l iminary des igns for an 
elaborate community center 
without knowing the nature of the 
land on which it is going to be built.  
The topography of the land, 
surrounding properties, vehicle and 
p e d e s t r i a n a c c e s s i b i l i t y , 
infrastructure needs, and the 
availability of utilities are very 

important considerations.  We need 
to first secure a logical and ‘best 
use’ location.  I imagine that the 
school administration and parents 
of school aged children would 
agree that a facility near our public 
schools would be a great benefit to 
our children and community.  
The Council has approved funds for 
the much-needed improvements of 
the event center.  If we raid those 
funds now, there is no assurances 
that those funds will be restored in 
next year’s budget.  

PRO: Advancement of a community 
recreation facility.  
CON: NA 
F U N D I N G : Fu n d i n g w a s n o t 
included in the FY 2022/23 town 
budget for design or construction 
of a community recreation facility.  
In order to move forward with a 
d e s i g n c o n t r a c t , a b u d g e t 
amendment is required.   Staff has 
identified two potential funding 
sources for the budget transfer.  
The first funding source is the 
operating contingency fund, which 
has an available balance of 
$500,000.  
The second funding source is the 
capital project for the event center 
design work.  $840,000 is currently 
appropriated for the event center 
project.  The project has not started 
and no funds have been expended.  
The Town will not spend the entire 
$840,000 in this fiscal year.  Funds 
could be transferred from the event 
center project to the design for a 
recreation facility and then funds 
re-appropriated in the FY 2023-24 
budget to make the event center 
budget whole. 
  

Staff recommends authorizing a 
$100,000 transfer from the 
operating contingency and a 
$100,000 transfer from the event 
center capital project, if Council 
desires to proceed with the design 
of a community recreation facility.   

SUMMARY OF THE BASIS FOR 
POSSIBLE MOTION: On January 28, 
2021, Council directed staff to 
initiatediscussions with Rim 
Country Educational Alliance 
(RCEA), for the development of a 
community center.  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In 2 years Town Manager receives 
over 44.3% increase 
By Jim Ferris  At the regular Payson Town 
Council Meeting on November 10, 2022, 
the Town of Payson voted to Increase the 
Town Manager, Troy Smith’s, salary by 
10%.  Mayor elect Chris Higgins made a 
motion to increase Smith’s salary by 10%.  
It was quickly seconded by Tom 
Morrissey.  Councilman Ferris asked 
about the Cost-of-Living Adjustment 
(COLA) coming up in July of 2023.  
Barbara Underwood stated with a smirk 
they changed their minds.  So, from 
executive session till resuming our public 
meeting there was a change of mind.  No 
explanation was given.  Mayor Morrissey 
called for the vote, and it passed 5 to 2.  

Slam Bam!  Council members Ferris and 
Tubbs-Avakian were the only two 
dissenting votes.  
The following is the amendment the 
Town Council made to Troy Smith’s 
employment contract on November 18, 
2021. 
SECTION 3: SALARY Employer shall pay 
Employee for his services under this 
Agreement an annual base salary of 
$155,000.00. $180,000.00, payable in 
installments at the same time as other 
employees of the Employer are paid, 
RETROACTIVE TO OCTOBER 19, 2021. 
SECTION 4: RETIREMENT In addition to the 
Employer’s payment to the state retirement 
system referenced above, Employer agrees 

to provide a Section 457 deferred 
compensation plan for Employee’s 
participation in said supplementary 
retirement plan. EFFECTIVE OCTOBER 19, 
2021, Employer shall not be obligated to 
contribute any amounts 10% OF EMPLOYEE’S 
SALARY to the plan on behalf of Employee. 
Since October 19, 2021, Smith has 
received the COLA increase of 2.7% 
increase this July along with other Town 
employees.  That pushed his base salary 
up to $184,860.  He has now received 
another 10% increase on top of that 
along with a $500 per month car 
allowance; and he will again be eligible 
for another COLA increase in July of 2023 
which may be a substantial increase with 
the Consumer Price Index running as 
high as it is.  Troy Smith’s base salary will 
now be $203,346; his annual Section 
457 retirement contribution will be 
$20,335 per year which is on top of the 
Town’s contribution to the state 
retirement system on his behalf.  And on 
top of this, he will be eligible for the 
COLA that all other employees will 
receive July of 2023. 
The increase in compensation is 
equivalent to a 44.3% increase in two 
years.; and this does not include a $500 
per month car allowance 
Maybe I missed it, but I didn’t see this 
reported in the Roundup. 

★ ★ ★ ★ 
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Well Compensated
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By Ed Strain  

Often, when I talk to people about evil in 
high places, they say I don’t want to talk 
about it.  I believe this is exactly why 
there is evil in high places.  Some think 
“If I ignore it, it will go away.”  Some think 
“I can do nothing about it, so it is better 
not to think about it.”  Some think “If I 
speak up, it will come after me, so it is 
better not to speak up.”  Some think “I 
have dirty laundry and don’t want others 
poking into my past.”  Some think “I’ll let 
others think for me and I’ll just follow 
along and get along.”  There are many 
reasons why people do not talk about 
this serious problem we have in America 
today. 

The founding fathers created a nation 
built on the idea that there must be a 
government to protect the lives, the 
liberty, and the possessions of the 
governed, but it must be by consent of 
the governed.  The Constitution restricted 
the national government to a limited 
number of areas in which it could create 
laws.  Since its founding, our country has 
seen unscrupulous individuals and 
groups pushing those areas till today. If 
we allow it, they will control every aspect 
of our lives right down to the very DNA 
making up the cells of our body.  If we do 
not stand up to this tyranny now, it will 
be too late for our offspring to correct and 
defeat the tyrants.  From my prospective, 
this is reason enough to speak up and 
call out the criminals in high places.   
Let us now inspect the situation in which 
we find ourselves.  There are two extreme 
behavior patterns; people who are 
always helping those around themselves, 

and people who control all resources and 
people around themselves to the extent 
that they are not stopped; and then there 
are gradations of people between these 
extremes.  We see these extremes from 
the local level right up to the 
international level.  Mother Earth 
supplies resources for people to live 
happy and fruitful lives, however a very 
small percent of the population claim to 
own nearly all the resources Mother Earth 
has supplied.   
The evil in high places is so unbelievably 
extreme, it is incomprehensible for many 
to even consider it.  There is more slavery 
in the world today than ever before in 
history.  Child abuse is at an all time 
high.  Human sacrifice is ritualistically 
practiced today here in America by 
people in high places.  Worship of 
Moloch brings great rewards to those 
who do so.   
So, what to do?  Doing nothing is not an 
option.  There is a group of people that 
meet at the Overcomers Fellowship 
building located at 1000 Easy Street in 
Payson at 3:00 o’clock on the 1st and 3rd 
Sundays of each month.  We actively 
address the above problems and are an 
action-oriented group.  Come join us and 
help us as we address these concerns. 

★ ★ ★ ★ 

By Angela Godac 

My brother and I grew up out in Flowing 
Springs just North of town. We had a 
lifetime of adventures out there and my 
brother, Eddie, still tells stories today of 
his little sister being a tattletale! 
Somewhat shamedly, I’ll tell one of his 
two most commonly told stories. 
I was about 8 or so which put him at 
about 13 years of age.  Our parents had 
gone down to Globe to a court hearing 
and left us alone at the house which was 
fine and occasionally happened and it 
was fine. They told us before they left to 
not mess around with the colt, Billy. Well 
of course what do kids do when they're 
told not to do something? 
 Billy was probably a long yearling being 
trained mostly by my dad and he was in 
the driving stage, which was done with a 
saddle on him and long lines were put 
from a snaffle bit through the stirrups 
and back to the person who would 
"drive” him. This is great ground training 
for a young horse to learn to respond to 
the bit, agility, and voice commands. 
Being  adventurous kids and loving to be 
outside and with the horses, one thing 
led to another and before long, Billy had 
my little saddle on and the snaffle bit was 
put on along with the lines through the 
stirrups and my brother was driving him 
in the big corral.  Things were going 
along fairly smoothly until our dog, Gyp, 
jumped over the rock wall and spooked 
Billy!  He pulled away from my brother, 
ropes flailing all about him which scared 
him even more and he eventually ran 
through a board fence and down along 
the pasture fence scared half to death. At 
the end of the 5 acre pasture there were 
2 large ponds. Today there is one, but Page 7
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back then they were  approximately one 
acre each. Billy climbed up on the bank, 
with saddle and all he jumped into the 
pond and swam around. He came back 
out and ran around the pond and 
jumped in again and swam. Then he 
came out still running full speed and 
came back up the fence line. By now my 
little saddle had slipped under his belly 
and he was kicking it and also urinating 
all over it as he ran! 
 I don’t recall how we caught him and 
settled him down to get the saddle off.  
He was not injured but I'm sure that 
incident reversed a lot of my dad's 
training!  
The next thing I remember is being out 
in the barn trying to dry my saddle and 
get the urine off of it somehow and my 
brother hollering that the folks were 
coming up the road! He also said, "Don't 
tell them what happened!” They arrived 
and my brother recalls that we visited a 
little bit and I soon looked at him and 
said, “Should we tell them what 
happened?”  Of course the cat was out of 
the bag and we had to confess. I'm sure 
we got our punishment and learned our 
lessons. And now as a parent, I can look 
back and imagine that they were 
probably panicked by the thought that 
things could have ended up so much 
worse!!!! Oh, what a wonderful life we 
had.  

★ ★ ★ ★ 

"Signs, Signs, 
Everywhere the 
Signs..." 
Editor: 
Signs in and around Payson are out of 
control. No, I'm not talking about all the 
signs for yard sale held two weeks or 
the  hundreds and hundreds of political 
campaign signs that will remain posted 
for the next six months. 
I'm talking about the sign for the new 
Gila County building on Beeline 
Highway. The sign is  so large, it can 
probably be read from the International 
Space Station. What are the designers 
thinking, that everybody in Payson has 
20/2000 eyesight? And I bet if a private 
business tried to put up a sign that large, 
it would be in violation of the Payson 
sign ordinance. 
Meanwhile, over on Highway 260, there 
are two large and painful reminders that 
not only is there no University Way, there 
is no University! It makes no sense to 
have those signs up. And  it makes 
no difference whether it is a local, county 
or state responsibility, SOMEBODY 
should take down those embarrassing 
signs! 
And why are so many traffic signs and 
street signs around Payson bent over and 
crooked? Just one of hundreds of 
examples around town: the "End School 
Zone/Museum" sign in front of the Julia 
Randall school on Main Street. A visitor to 
Payson might think we have a problem 
with earthquakes or swampy soil. Payson 
and Gila County can and should do much 
better. 
"Signed," 
Larry Hoffenberg 
Libertarian Party Precinct Committeeman 
Northwest Payson 
lp@42a.us      ★ ★ ★ ★  

The Payson News has been 
created by citizens of Payson 
who demand the TRUTH be told 
in Payson. If there is only one 
source for news, and the 
reporting is completely biased, 
you’re not getting the whole 
story. We feel newspapers have 
a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y t o t h e 
community to keep the people 
informed without trying to 
p r o m o t e a n a g e n d a f o r 
personal gain.  To disinform the 
public is wrong, we have 
enough fake news in this town. 
What is written today is our 
history tomorrow.  It is too 
important to let one group 
continue to deprive us of the 
truth; thus this publication was 
born. 

We check the facts, and provide 
the link to the proof so you can 
see it for yourselves. We care 
about our history being written 
with truth and integrity.  The 
people should have a voice, 
and be able to question things 
in our town without threats. This 
is our town, it belongs to the 
people. If you would like to 
subscribe and be on the email 
list for The Payson News send 
a n e m a i l t o : 
news@thepaysonnews.com Or 
if you’d like to submit an ad, 
s e n d a n e m a i l t o : 
news@thepaysonnews.com.  
We ask that you help our efforts 
and get the word out to 
neighbors, friends and family.  
God Bless. ★ 

KNOWLEDGE IS POWER 
THE POWER IS IN YOU! 

ThankYou!

mailto:news@thepaysonnews.com?subject=SIGN%20ME%20UP!
mailto:news@thepaysonnews.com?subject=Ad%20Submission
mailto:lp@42a.us
mailto:news@thepaysonnews.com?subject=SIGN%20ME%20UP!
mailto:news@thepaysonnews.com?subject=Ad%20Submission


ISSUE 39   Wednesday, November 23, 2022

A Conservative 
Recruitment 
A young woman was about to finish her 
first year of college.   Like so many others 
her age, she considered herself to be 
very liberal, and among other liberal 
ideals, was very much in favor of higher 
taxes to support more government 
programs, in other words redistribution 
of wealth.  
She was deeply ashamed that her father 
was a rather staunch conservative, a 
feeling she openly expressed.   Based on 
the lectures that she had participated in, 
and the occasional chat with a professor, 
she felt that her father had for years 
harbored an evil, selfish desire to keep 
what he thought should be his.  
One day she was challenging her father 
on his opposition to higher taxes on the 
rich and the need for more government 
programs.   The self-professed objectivity 
proclaimed by her professors had to be 
the truth and she indicated so to her 
father.   He responded by asking how she 
was doing in school. 
Taken aback, she answered rather 
haughtily that she had a 4.0 GPA, and let 
him know that it was tough to maintain, 
insisting that she was taking a very 
difficult course load and was constantly 
studying, which left her no time to go out 
and party like other people she knew.  
She didn't even have time for a 
boyfriend, and didn't really have many 
college friends because she spent all her 
time studying.   
Her father listened and then asked, "How 
is your friend Audrey doing?"   She 
replied, "Audrey is barely getting by. All 
she takes are easy classes, she never 
studies and she barely has a 2.0 GPA.  
She is so popular on campus; college for 
her is a blast.   She's always invited to all 
the parties and lots of times she doesn't 

even show up for classes because she's 
too hung over." 
Her father asked his daughter, "Why 
don't you go to the Dean's office and ask 
him to deduct 1.0 off your GPA and give 
it to your friend who only has a 2.0.   That 
way you will both have a 3.0 GPA and 
certainly that would be a fair and equal 
distribution of GPA."  
The daughter, visibly shocked by her 
father's suggestion, angrily fired back, 
"That's a crazy idea, how would that be 
fair!   I've worked really hard for my 
grades!   I've invested a lot of time, and a 
lot of hard work!   Audrey has done next 
to nothing toward her degree.   She 
played while I worked my tail off!"  
The father slowly smiled, winked and said 
gently, "Welcome to the conservative 
side of the fence."  

★ ★ ★ ★ 

On the  
Lighter Side 
By Barb Buntin 
Continued:  
Sophie and Mandie were fun and happy 
little dogs. I put a doggie door in for 
them and oh my god, when it was 
finished and I showed them how it works, 
it was better than bones. They couldn’t 
believe they could go in and out all by 
their little selves. They went in and out 
and in and out  and in and out in total 
glee. They danced around like a couple of 
little sillies. Where was my camera? 
Speaking of bones, one day Sophie, 
using her new doggie door, came in with 
a bone to hide as was her usual. I was 
laying down on the bed and she put it in 
my armpit and used her little nose to 
push the covers up over it. Couldn’t 
believe it. 
Dog are very much into order. I would 
take those two and my big girls, lab 
mixes Sweetpea and Delilah, for a run 
with our golf cart. Every time Mandie 
would line up first on one side in the 
front and then Sophie  on the other side. 
Then Delilah in the back, and every time 
Sweatpea would run around until the 
others would be hitched up and then and 
only then she would take her turn. 
We lived in a rural area so cars were not 
an issue but other dogs could be. Some 
neighborhood dogs just wanted to join 
in while others felt they had to protect 
their territory. I got a big squirt gun and 
filled it with water and a little vinegar. 
Stopped them in their tracks. Although 
there was a Weimaraner that wasn’t fazed 
by vinegar water. So I got a paintball gun 
and next time I saw him placed a big day 
glow orange splat on him. I assume the 
owners got the message because I never 
saw him again. 
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By Paul Frommelt 
Once upon a time, Churches were 'Places 
of Worship".   People would attend 
Sunday services to honor their God, and 
to give worship to their Creator.  
Churches were respected, and looked 
upon as sanctuaries above reproach.  
People attending felt safe and protected 
from the outside world, at least for a few 
hours. 
Upon entering the sanctuary, attendees 
were respectful, quiet, and well 
mannered.   People went there for the 
purpose of praising and honoring their 
Lord.   There, they could hear a pastor, 
priest, or rabbi give sound advice, and 
words of encouragement.   They were 
preached on the virtues of living a 
righteous life. 
But something has changed in Payson 
over the past few decades.  Some, but not 
all, of our churches seem to have given 
way to more secular pursuits.   I have 
noticed, that twice, every two years, The 
Circus Comes to Town!   During election 
season, townspeople show up in rabid 
fashion, with popup tents, and a carnival 
attitude.   Bizarre behavior becomes the 

norm in the parking lot.  
One would even expect 
balloons and popcorn to 
be handed out to voters, 
on their way to their 
respective polling booths. 
What happened to our churches?   When 
did this begin to occur?   Did it begin 
gradually, or did a government entity 
sometime in the past, deem churches as 
the best place to congregate [pun] to cast 
ba l lo ts for 'man's ' government 
positions?   When did our houses of 
worship become such a mockery?   And 
why would any church leader allow this 
to happen? 
The bigger question is "are we ok with 
this"?   WWJD?   Have our places of 
worship morphed into, well, ...something 
else?   When are the members of these 
churches going to stand up and take back 
THEIR Holy Sanctuaries?   Are these 
churches getting paid so well from our 
government, that they will continue to 
accept money in exchange for allowing 
their church grounds to become a 
travesty?   These are supposed to be 
"Churches"! 

Or does no one attending really care 
anymore? 

★ ★ ★ ★ 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928.363.4163
LIKE US ON FACEBOOK
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408 W. Main Street
Payson,  AZ 85541
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Homemade fudge
Italian gelato
Local coffee

618 N Beeline Hwy
Payson, AZ 85541

www.paysonfudge.com

Buy 1 pound of homemade fudge and get a 1/4 pound free!

928.978.0640

ARIZONA MUSCLE CARS

601 N. BEELINE HIGHWAY
PAYSON, AZ 85541
mike@choiceauto.com

store: 928-468-1970
cell: 602-540-3073
fax: 928.468.1968

www.choiceauto.com

WE BUY CARS!

Mike Kaiser
PRESIDENT/OWNER
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